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More than 40 people took 

to the streets of Kuujjuaq 

on Tuesday demanding an 

end to what they say is po-

lice brutality in Nunavik. 

Holding the march on 

Tuesday was significant — 

Nov. 4 marks one year 

since Joshua Papigatuk 

died and his twin brother 

Garnet Papigatuk was 

badly injured in a con-

frontation with police as 

officers in Salluit re-

sponded to a report of an 

impaired driver. 

Since then, there have 

been two other police-in-

volved deaths of Nunavik 

residents. 
“I want people to be 

able to feel safe to request 

assistance without the fear 

of being harmed,” said 

Mary Mesher, one of the 

volunteers who led the 

march in Kuujjuaq, in an 

interview. 
Marchers carried signs 

with messages such as 

“No to Police Brutality,” “I 

Want a Safe Community” 

and “No Shooting Use 

Taser.” The marches were 

organized by Kuujjuaq 

residents Olivia Christie 

Ikey Duncan and Suzy 

Jeannie Kauki. 

Use of deadly force by 

police officers in Nunavik 

is unacceptable, said 

Annie Kumarluk, who 

was one of the people 

leading the march. 

“Inuit people are say-

ing no to police brutality,” 

she said. “Why don’t they 

shoot the leg? Why don’t 

they use their taser? Why 

not their batons?” 

Nehaa Bimal 

 
One year after the federal 

government announced 

an external review of its 

Nutrition North Canada 

food subsidy program, 

Nunavut MP Lori Idlout 

says she is still waiting for 

updates. 
Meanwhile, she says, 

food insecurity continues 

to plague the territory. 

The review,  an-

nounced on Oct. 11, 2024, 

was formalized in Febru-

ary. 
Former Nunavut Tun-

ngavik Inc. president 

Aluki Kotierk, as the fed-

eral northern affairs min-

ister’s special represen - 

tative, is  leading the re-

view. 
“I have confidence in 

Aluki Kotierk,” Idlout 

said. “I do not have confi-

dence that the Liberal gov-

ernment will implement 

her recommendations.” 

About 30 people in 

Iqaluit  protested Oct. 25 

outside the Northmart 

grocery store. They 

voiced frustration over 

the persistently high cost 

of food. 
“We really need to 

know about the Nutrition 

North study that’s hap-

pening,” organizer Kathy 

Okpik said at the protest. 

Meanwhile, Idlout is 

questioning why the 

process has taken so long 

despite what she says is a 

growing crisis. 

“From my perspec-

tive, it is obvious that this 

Liberal government does 

not care about Nunavum-

miut relying on federal 

programs because there is 

nowhere else to turn,” 

Idlout said. 

The review is under-

way and on track for com-

pletion in 2026, said Erika 

Lashbrook Knutson, press 
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Community organizers Mary Mesher and Annie Kumarluk lead a march in Kuujjuaq Tuesday calling for justice and an end to 

police brutality. M
arches were also held in Salluit and Inukjuak. Tuesday was the one-year anniversary of the fatal shooting of 

a man in Salluit by police. Two other police-involved fatalities have occurred in Nunavik since then. (Photo by Dominique Gené)
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MCK gets ball 

rolling on Highway 

207 reconstruction

GreG Horn

gregh@ioriwase.com

Iorì:wase

The Mohawk Council of 

Kahnawake released its 2025-

26 budget, with revenues 

nearing $140 million. The 2025-26 

budget of $133,952,072 is up from 

last year’s budget of $114,947,384. 

The total expenses for 2025-26 is 

$127,326,199, up from $101,698,320 

from 2024-25.

The MCK also said that it is 

projecting a year-end surplus of $25.6 

million for fiscal 2024-25, which is an 

increase of $12.7 million from the 

original approved surplus. The MCK 

said that this surplus is in part due to 

an increase in own-source revenues, 

and reduced costs related to a pension 

contribution holiday, and a reduction 

in social assistance enrollment.

MCK Grand Chief Cody Diabo also 

said that another one of the reasons 

for the higher-than-projected surplus 

was the closure of Mohawk Online 

earlier this year. 

“So that’s what kind of really 

Mohawk Council of Kahnawake releases 2025-26 budget

continued on page 2
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KORLCC kicks off busy 

Cultural Awareness Month 

schedule
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Three Kahnawake 

hockey squads win EHL 

championships

Members of the Kahnawake Fire Brigade battling against a fire at a home across from the KSCS White House last Thursday night. For 

more see story on page 6. 

Fire destroys home in village

Greg Horn/Iorì:wase
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“To the Great Farmers 

of the United States: 

Get ready to start 

making a lot of 

agricultural product to 

be sold INSIDE of the 

United States. Tariffs 

will go on external 

product on April 2nd. 

Have fun!”

– Truth Social post by 

U.S. President Donald 

Trump on March 3,  

hours before he triggered 

25-per-cent tariffs on all 

products from Canada and 

Mexico, which he then 

paused and then sort of 

unpaused, but not really.

HOW 
DAIRY?
Or should that be: 

‘How dare he?’

Trump targets supply 

management

Brenda O’Farrell

The Advocate

Few things are clear in the expand-

ing tariff war being waged by U.S. 

President Donald Trump, especially 

in Canada, where weeks of threats 

are being followed by a dizzying 

string of flip-flops and pauses, more 

threats of retaliatory counter-mea-

sures, annexation overtures and 

“colourful” phone calls between 

Ottawa and Washington, as Justin 

Trudeau described them. 

But when it comes to the impacts 

on the agricultural sector, one result 

is crystal clear: Farmers on both 

sides of the border are experiencing 

a cocktail of emotions as the agricul-

tural sector braces for impact.

As UPA president Martin Caron 

put it: “Our discussions with agri-

cultural organizations in the United 

States show that there is discontent 

on both sides of the border.”

Caron is a member of the Council 

on Canada-U.S. Relations appointed 

by Trudeau in January to help formu-

late and steer Canada’s response to 

tariff threats.

But now, tariffs may not be the 

only issue.

Hidden in Trump’s focus on dairy 

tariffs is the growing concern, espe-

cially in Quebec, that the real threat 

is that the U.S. government wants 

to dismantle Canada’s supply-man-

agement system at the centre of 

Canada’s dairy sector.
See DAIRY, Page 4.

Despite tariff chaos, Canadian ag 

can be export leader: RBC report

Brenda O’Farrell

The Advocate

Wth the U.S.-Canada trade war ramp-

ing up and switching gears on an 

almost daily basis in what feels like 

a whirlwind of cross-border chaos 

and growing concern over how it will 

impact the economy, a report by the 

Royal Bank of Canada suggests the 

country’s agricultural sector could be a 

trade diversification leader and gener-

ate $44 billion in new agri-food exports 

in the next 10 years.

 “We have an opportunity to turn 

agriculture into a driving force for trade 

diversification,” said John Stackhouse, 

RBC senior vice-president who heads 

the bank’s Economics and Thought 

Leadership group, which published the 

report Food First: How agriculture can 

lead a new era of Canadian exports, at the 

end of February. 

“If we act now, we can ensure Canadian 

farmers, processors and exporters are 

well positioned to lead the global food 

economy rather than losing ground to 

competitors,” Stakehouse continued.

With the country’s political lead-

ership and provincial premiers now 

focused on finding new trade partners 

around the globe in an effort to reduce 

Canada’s reliance on the U.S. as the 

country’s key export destination, the 

RBC report outlines not only where 

the agricultural sector can diversify its 

markets abroad but delves into why it 

needs to do it now – and quickly. 

“While Canada’s agricultural exports 

have quadrupled in value since 2000, 

its global market share has shrunk by 

12 per cent as competitors like  Brazil   

and Australia expand into high-growth 

regions,” said the report’s author 

Lisa Ashton, who is also the agricul-

ture policy lead with RBC’s Thought 

Leadership. “With rising trade uncer-

tainty and escalating tariffs in  North 

America,  Canada  must accelerate 

efforts to diversify its trading partners, 

particularly in  Southeast Asia,  Africa 

and the Middle East.”

See REPORT, Page 4.
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Bâtiment à 

usage mixte est 

proposé pour 

un lot vacant 

d’Aylmer

Une demande visant à construire un bâti-

ment mixte de trois étages comportant des 

espaces commerciaux et huit logements a 

été formulée pour le terrain vacant situé au 

242, rue du Raton-Laveur, en face de l’école 

primaire de la Petite-Ourse, à Aylmer. Le 

bâtiment projeté s’inscrit dans la phase 7D 

du projet domiciliaire Village Ferme-Ferris 

de BENA Construction. 
Voir page 3

Gatineau city council 

Return from summer recess to packed agenda 

and concerned residents

Gatineau’s municipal council returned from summer recess with a full agenda focused on urban planning, heritage 

preservation, and public safety, while a group of residents — Jany Lavoie, Gabrielle Garneau, Noémie Lebrun, Sophie 

DesMarais, Hazel Rück-Boyle, and Francis Descoteaux — used question period to call for formal protection of the 

Champlain–Voyageurs ecological corridor in Aylmer. (TF) 

PHOTO: TASHI FARMILO

TashiFar
milo

LJI Reporter

Gatineau’s municipal council recon-

vened on August 26 following its sum-

mer recess, opening a packed session 

that signaled an ambitious political re-

turn and renewed public engagement. 

� e evening began with a moment 

of solemnity as council unanimously 

passed a resolution of condolence for 

Jean-Charles Gibeault, a school cross-

ing guard who served with the mu-

nicipal police since 2018. Councillor 

Steven Boivin paid tribute to Gibeault 

and successfully proposed the creation 

of a municipal week of recognition for 

crossing guards. � e motion was ad-

opted unanimously.

Continued on page 3
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UNLOCKING MONTREAL’S AFFORDABLE FUTURE—ONE EMPTY BUILDING AT A TIME...A18

DoWNLoAD 

oUr APP

Rocket players, staff and 

members of the Laval Police 

Services gather up the 

11,885 toutous fans tossed 

to the ice following the 

Rocket’s opening goal by 

David Reinbacher.
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Martinez Ferrada names 

Executive Committee

Single mom in CDN-NDG 
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festivals
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School news – page 4 • Read Nanette Workman's latest column on page 6! • Ormstown's municipal bulletin – page 16
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Don't miss the Farm 

Supplement starting on 

page 9 of this newspaper!

Murals on silos: MRC unveils signature 

rural art attraction

Those out for a countryside drive 

along Franklin’s bucolic Rue de 

l’Artifice will no doubt have noticed 

a pair of towering murals painted on 

roadside silos at the Ferme Sylvain 

et Pascal Vincent Inc.

The MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent 

celebrated the completion of the giant 

murals during a brief inauguration 

ceremony on September 9 for the 

first sky-high works of art to be 

included in the Circuit de Fresques 

sur Silos Agricoles. Two more 

murals will be added to the unique 

series at Thornbrae Farms in Très-

Saint-Sacrement and Framboise et 

Parapluies in Saint-Chrysostome 

before the end of the year.

“It is with immense pride and 

deep gratitude that I mark this 

milestone in the promotion of our 

collective agricultural heritage,” 

said MRC prefect Louise Lebrun. 

“Together, we have sown the first 

seeds of a unique cultural journey 

that will raise our region’s profile 

far beyond its borders,” she added, 

before thanking the Vincent family, 

the other participating farms, 

partners, and artists for their belief 

in this bold initiative.

Rooted in the rural landscape of 

the Haut-Saint-Laurent, each mural 

will tell a story about the culture, 

farms, and traditions that are integral 

to the region’s identity. “Silos are 

symbolic for farmers, but they tend 

to get lost in the background,” said 

Nancy Brunelle, the MRC’s cultural 

development coordinator. “We are 

used to seeing them, but now we’re 

using this emblem to create a giant 

mural that will become an open-air 

exhibition,” she explained.

“With 93 per cent of the MRC’s 

territory being agricultural land, the 

project pays tribute to agricultural 

producers, promotes the profession, 

and highlights the heritage built by 

farmers. It is truly a tribute,” added 

the MRC’s tourism development 

agent, Sébastien Guy.

The first silos were painted by 

the Montreal-based collective 

of muralists known as Arts du 

Commun. “Everyone was very 

satisfied and amazed by the result. 

The family is happy,” said Brunelle. 

“It’s a good start.”

The silo at Thornbrae Farms has 

been washed and primed and work 

is expected to begin right away on 

the mural. Owner Bill Anderson has 

been enthusiastic about the project 

since it was first introduced. “I think 

it is absolutely wonderful,” he says, 

noting the 70-foot-tall mural to be 

painted at his farm by Montreal 

muralist and graffiti artist Bosny 

will be very different from those 

gracing the silos in Franklin.

“We want to explore different 

graphic styles and techniques,” 

explained Brunelle. For example, 

Arts du Commun painted with 

a compressor and projected the 

image onto the silo while adjusting 

proportions to the curvature of the 

concrete structure. Bosny prefers to 

work with a grid system to scale but 

paints freehand using spray cans.

The silo at Framboise et Parapluie 

will be painted by a different graffiti 

art muralist known in Montreal 

as Peru143. A fourth mural is 

expected to start this year and will 

be completed next spring.

Both Brunelle and Guy hope 

the silos will create opportunities 

for tourists and locals to 

approach agriculture from a new 

perspective. “Agriculture often 

means milk, vegetables, grains, 

and livestock, but between the 

raw product and the consumer 

is the farmer,” Guy explained. 

“All of the agricultural 

producers together represent an 

extraordinary social capital, and 

when we talk about bringing city 

folk closer to agriculture, we 

mean finding ways for producers 

to talk with people from outside 

the region. Our farms will become 

a place of exchange, and that is 

very rare,” he added.

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter

PHOTO MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent

The MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent inaugurated the two murals painted on silos at the Ferme Sylvain 

et Pascal Vincent Inc. in Franklin on September 9. The murals are part of a series of towering 

attractions initiated by the MRC as a signature project honouring the region’s agricultural heritage.
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BOOKSTORE VIBES

by Ross Murray

We tend to have roman�c no�ons about bookstores – a 

place of imagina�on, escape, wisdom, and, yes, romance 

itself. Certainly, that aspect spoke to Anne-Marie Bailey 

when she thought about purchasing Black Cat Books in 

Lennoxville.  

“It's like stories and possibili�es and other worlds, and I 

think that appeals to me, the escapism part of books and 

reading,” she says, si�ng on the porch of her kaleidoscope 

of a store. 

But at the end of the day, a bookstore is a business, and 

that has been the steepest learning curve for Anne-Marie, 

who felt when she purchased Black Cat three years ago 

this past October that she was not the most suitable 

person to do so. 

“I've never worked in a bookstore. I don’t have any training 

in library science. I'm not a writer. I didn't study English. I 

didn't go to university,” she says. “All I really have going for 

me is a passion for books.”

She was also interested in doing something different. 

Anne-Marie had been working at Lennoxville & District 

Community Aid next door to Black Cat for several years but 

had been looking for other opportuni�es, including maybe 

working at the bookstore. When it instead came up for 

sale, Anne-Marie made inquiries but assumed someone 

more experienced would step up. But there were no 

takers, so Anne-Marie took the plunge. 

With a voca�onal accoun�ng course in hand and some 

basic business knowledge, Anne-Marie began training 

under the store’s owner of 25 years, Janice LaDuke.

“If I'd had to start from scratch, I don't think I would be 

doing as well today,” says Anne-Marie, though making an 

actual living from the store, she says, is “ques�onable.” 

Complica�ng ma�ers is that much of space in the �ny 

shop’s labyrinth of shelves is given over to used books. 

New books are up front, including a sec�on dedicated to 

local authors, and there is a cozy chair in a central posi�on 

suitable for lazy reading. But the back two thirds of the 

store contain an ever-rota�ng selec�on of pre-loved books. 

Contrary to popular belief, Black Cat doesn’t purchase used 

books. Instead, most are donated (some�mes dumped on 

the doorstep), and Anne-Marie has the task of deciding 

what to keep. 

“I just go through and see what looks interes�ng, what's in 

good condi�on,” she says. “The non-fic�on is a lot more 

challenging because you need to make sure it’s not too old 

and no longer relevant. I end up doing a lot of, well, I 

wouldn't even say it's research, but just looking things up.”

And some�mes, she says, it’s just “vibes.” 

There’s a vibe to bookstores themselves. Generally, people 

feel good that they exist. That might be even more the 

case for Black Cat, which is the Eastern Townships’ only 

dedicated English bookstore east of Lake Memphremagog. 

(There are French books too.) While Anne-Marie feels a 

certain sense of responsibility in this regard, she doesn’t 

let it weigh on her. It’s a business, she says, and the 

challenge is less legacy than trying to an�cipate what 

customers want – so she can sell some books and con�nue 

(trying) to make a living. 

Black Cat does, however, try to support local authors by 

stocking their books and holding readings. “It's about 

building community and having a place for people,” says 

Anne-Marie.

But again, like the bookstore itself, people are o�en more 

happy with the idea of readings than actually a�ending 

them. 

“I did a lot of author events in the first year, and it was a 

challenge to schedule authors and do the publicity, and I 

didn't find them to be well a�ended, so it discouraged 

me,” she says. “I want to support local authors, and I don't 

think everything has to be a money generator, but if 

nobody's coming, is it worth the effort?”

This year, Anne-Marie has started holding events again. 

Over Thanksgiving weekend, Black Cat hosted Townships 

writers Rebecca Papucaru and Tanya Bellehumeur-Alla�. 

About 17 people a�ended – a big turnout for such a �ny 

space. 

“Almost too many, really!” Anne-Marie reported. 

Social media is one way to promote these events, and 

Anne-Marie maintains ac�ve Facebook and Instagram 

accounts, where she posts recent acquisi�ons and engages 

followers with “Watcha Reading Wednesday.” 

It’s new mixed with the old. And despite technology, 

people s�ll want to read physical books, says Anne-Marie.  

“I recently had somebody looking for a cookbook, saying 

that she doesn't like ge�ng the recipes online because 

they're full of ads, or you click on something and it jumps 

to another page. ‘I just want the book, I just want the 

Three Years of Running Black Cat Books

Volailles et petits animaux 
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 de vente et d'échange 

11 octobre - October 11th 
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613-732-2843  www.mandrfeeds.com

613-629-5464 
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www.furniturekingpembroke.ca
OUVERT LE DIMANCHE 11 H-16 H 
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Fall Farm 

Roundup  

See pgs. 14-16 
 

Réunion de la 

MRC : nouvel 

échec pour  

l’abattoir 

MRC Meeting: Another 

setback for the abattoir 

Voir/see pgs. 2-3 

 
Jane se  

représente ! 

Jane’s running again!  

Voir/see pgs. 6 & 9 

 
Alternate 

delivery for 

Pontiac Journal 

See pgs 7 & 9
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FA L L        FA R M        R O U N D U P

FORT-COULONGE –  The 11th edition of the Pontiac Journal Reader’s Choice 

Awards was held Thursday, September 18 at the Pontiac Conference Centre  

in Fort-Coulonge, with close to 150 people in attendance. Since June, readers 

voted for their favourite businesses and community organizations in 32  

categories. Winners were announced at the September 18 event. Don’t miss our 

full coverage in the October 8 edition. 

 – Bonnie Portelance 

 
PHOTOS – Winners of each of the 32 categorie

s in the 2025 edition of the  

Pontiac J
ournal Re

ader’s Ch
oice Awards.

WD 

LLee  PPoonnttiiaacc  ccééllèèbbrree    

SSEESS  MMEEIILLLLEEUURRSS  !!    

 
PPoonnttiiaacc  cceelleebbrraatteess    

IITTSS  BBEESSTT!!
FORT-COULONGE –  La 11e édition des Prix Choix du lecteur du Journal de 

Pontiac a eu lieu le jeudi 18 septembre au Centre de conférences du Pontiac à Fort-

Coulonge, avec près de 150 personnes présentes. Depuis juin, les lecteurs ont voté 

pour leurs entreprises et organismes communautaires préférés dans 32 catégories. 

Les gagnants ont été dévoilés lors de l’événement du 18 septembre. Ne manquez 

pas notre couverture complète dans l’édition du 8 octobre.    – Bonnie Portelance 
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their stories so they can be printed in 

The Eastern Door in Kanien’kéha.

Our goal is to tell your stories and history 

and also to preserve and teach our language.

Call 450-635-3050 or email reception@easterndoor.com.

Vol. 34 No. 13 

Friday, March 28, 2025 

    $2.00
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Council sued for $220 million

MARCUS BANKUTI

The easTern Door

LocaL JournaLism iniTiaTive reporTer

Magic Palace is seeking an 

unprecedented $220.57 million 

in damages from the Mohawk 

Council of Kahnawake (MCK) 

and grand chief Cody Diabo as 

part of its lawsuit to challenge the 

closure of its gaming business.

The amount at stake, hy-

pothetically, would swallow up 

almost the entirety of the MCK’s 

net financial assets, most recently 

reported to total $248.64 million, 

with untold implications for the 

community’s financial health.

“MCK will take all necessary 

steps to protect the community’s 

assets and will review its next 

steps with its legal counsel,” said 

the MCK in a statement to The 

Eastern Door.

The updated injunction appli-

cation, adding claims for massive 

damages, was filed on Wednesday 

by lawyers representing the facili-

ty and its representatives, Kahna-

wa’kehró:non Stanley Myiow and 

Barry Alfred, and relies on lengthy 

excerpts from Diabo’s depositions 

in the case, which was originally 

launched in May of last year.

“This course of action is not 

one we take lightly - it is truly 

a last resort,” said Myiow and 

Alfred in a written statement, 

claiming they have spent a year 

trying to engage the MCK in 

constructive dialogue after their 

business was effectively shut-

tered following allegations of ties 

to criminal activity.

“This legal action is directed 

at a small group of individuals 

within the MCK who acted 

unilaterally, undermining the 

traditions and values that bind 

the community together. We are 

committed to revealing the truth 

and restoring our reputation - and 

that of our people,” Myiow and 

Alfred’s statement reads.

The facility’s license to op-

erate lucrative electronic gaming 

devices (EGDs) was suspended 

by the Kahnawake Gaming 

Commission (KGC) in March 

2024 and then revoked altogether 

after Council terminated its roy-

alty agreement, necessary to the 

operation of the devices on the 

territory, the next day.

The plaintiffs portray this as 

a regulatory Catch-22 because the 

KGC will not hold a hearing for 

Magic Palace due to the lack of 

a royalty agreement - the lawsuit 

argues the business has simply 

been trying to exercise its “funda-

mental right to be heard” by the 

KGC, the community’s gaming 

regulator.
“New evidence, including 

crucial admissions, now confirms 

what we had long known: that the 

MCK’s actions were based on 

false claims and a clear disregard 

for due process,” said Myiow and 

Alfred. “These revelations speak 

for themselves, are thoroughly 

detailed in public proceedings, 

and expose a pattern of abuse.”

The move against Magic Pal-

ace last March was a reversal for 

the Council, which had initially 

praised the gaming operation’s 

“swift actions” in the wake of a 

bombshell report in La Presse in 

fall 2023 that centred largely on 

Magic Palace’s non-Indigenous 

investor Luftar Hysa and his 

alleged ties to a Mexican drug 

cartel. Hysa’s key person license 

was almost immediately revoked 

by the KGC, and Magic Palace 

promised to cut ties with him.

While the loss of revenue 

from Magic Palace’s closure is 

substantial, a confidential plan that 

had been in place to expand the 

facility, which is revealed by the 

lawsuit, dramatically ups the ante.

The bulk of the eye-watering 

damages claim - a whopping $155 

million of the amount demanded 

from the MCK - stems from the 

collapse of this plan, known as 

the Kahnawake Entertainment 

Luxury Complex, which the fil-

ing states had been supported by 

senior MCK officials and was in 

the process of being finalized.

The expansion was poised 

to contribute $265 million to the 

community’s coffers flowing 

from $1.6 billion in gaming rev-

enues over an eight-year period, 

according to the filing.

“Then came the Termina-

tion,” it reads.

If realized, the lawsuit 

argues that the Kahnawake En-

tertainment Luxury Complex 

would have put Magic Palace in 

the same league as Playground 

Poker, a gaming juggernaut, in 

a community that has repeatedly 

resisted attempts by Council to 

open a casino in Kahnawake. 

The lawsuit notes that Magic 

Palace and Playground Poker 

had been permitted to introduce 

EGDs over “strong public oppo-

sition,” contingent on royalties.

The filing refers to evidence 

that two unnamed Mohawk 

Council of Kahnawake chiefs 

hold direct financial interests 

in Playground Poker, but that it 

seems only one recused himself 

from decisions on Magic Palace.

Royalties from EGDs, which 

now flow exclusively from Play-

ground Poker, have become a 

linchpin of community revenues, 

with $20 million having been 

projected for the current fiscal 

year - nearly a fifth of the MCK’s 

entire budget.

Magic Palace’s royalties 

from 2019 until its closure in 

spring 2024 amounted to $12 

million.
With this updated legal ac-

tion, Magic Palace has now put a 

financial figure on its claims that 

the MCK acted irresponsibly and 

prejudicially in shutting it down. 

In addition to the sum for 

the derailment of Magic Palace’s 

planned expansion, the lawsuit 

asks for $10 million for losses 

already incurred and loss of val-

ue, $55.24 million for the loss 

of future operating profits, and 

$1 million in punitive damages 

from the MCK. It also asks for $1 

million in legal fees and $250,000 

for reputational harm from MCK 

and Diabo “jointly and severally” 

and $75,000 in punitive damages 

against Diabo personally.

“The amount claimed reflects 

not only the reputational harm 

caused but also the significant 

lost opportunities, including a de-

velopment project underway that 

was poised to create hundreds of 

jobs and provide lasting econom-

ic benefits to the community,” 

said Myiow and Alfred.

The MCK indicated that it 

plans to update the community on 

the claim’s financial impact when 

the consolidated financial state-

ments are presented. The MCK’s 

next audited financial statements 

are due within 120 days from 

the end of the fiscal year, which 

draws to a close on March 31.

“As with any potential li-

ability, the MCK will conduct 

a thorough review with our Fi-

nance team and external experts 

to assess the short-term and 

long-term financial implications 

of this claim for damages on our 

community,” said the MCK’s 

statement.

The lawsuit was disclosed to 

community members who attend-

ed Wednesday night’s community 

meeting; The Eastern Door con-

tinues to be barred from cover-

ing these meetings pending the 

completion of a protocol that was 

proposed several months ago.

As in the unrelated Dean 

Montour lawsuit, Diabo here is 

accused of making, and failing to 

retract, defamatory statements.

This preliminary sketch depicts Magic Palace’s confidential plans for an 

expansion, the Kahnawake Entertainment Luxury Complex, that was 

derailed by the termination of its royalty agreement with the Mohawk 

Council of Kahnawake in March 2024. According to a lawsuit filed by 

Magic Palace, the project had the support of senior MCK officials and 

was projected to bring in more than $1.6 billion in gaming revenue over 

eight years, with more than $250 million going to the community.

Continued on page 8

Chelsea offi  cially has a 

mayoral contest. 

On Aug. 8, former Conserv-

ative Party MP candidate Brian 

Nolan confi rmed to the Low 

Down that he would be throwing 

his hat in the ring to be Chelsea’s 

next mayor. He will be running 

against current mayor Pierre 

Guénard, who announced his 

intentions to run for a second 

term last month. 

“Based on my experience, 

when you see something you 

don’t like, you can either stay 

on the sidelines and complain, 

Is there a fi re ban in the Gati-

neau Hills?

That depends on where you 

live. 
Despite the lack of restrictions 

from Wildfi re Prevention and 

Suppression in Quebec (SOPFEU) 

in La Pêche, Mayor Guillaume 

Lamoureux confi rmed to the 

Low Down on Aug. 11 that open 

fi res are currently banned in the 

municipality. 

“Right now, our index is at 

‘tres élevé,’ so very high,” said 

Lamoureux. So, defi nitely no open 

One of the perks of country 

living has offi  cially been pre-

served in La Pêche. 

Earlier this month, the Royal 

Astronomical Society of Canada 

(RASC) certifi ed the municip-

ality of La Pêche as a Dark Sky 

Preserve, making it the third in 

Quebec and the 23rd across all of 

Canada. The municipality’s night 

sky is now formally protected 

from excessive light pollution, 

ensuring top-tier stargazing for 

generations to come. 

This news is particularly stel-

lar for Steve Durand, owner of Le 

Terrain Wilderness Park near 

Ladysmith. It's been nearly seven 

years since Durand, along with 

his brother Julian and Wake-

fi eld councillor Claude Giroux, 

established the Earth and Sky 

Foundation, which became the 

backbone of their eff orts to make 

La Pêche a certifi ed Dark Sky 

Preserve. 

“I'm still riding the high after 

hearing this news,” Durand told 

the Low Down on Aug. 8.

A Dark Sky Preserve is an 

area where artifi cial light is 

restricted in order to keep light 

pollution at a minimum. The area 

is usually concentrated around a 

designated centre, referred to as 

a Dark Skies Park. In the case of 

La Pêche recognized as Dark Sky Preserve

BY MADELINE KERR

madeline@lowdownonline.com
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BY TREVOR GREENWAY

Local Journalism Initiative

BY MADELINE KERR

madeline@lowdownonline.com 

EAT MUD: Dave Gauthier didn’t have too many issues ripping through the giant mud pit in Poltimore, but he 

likely had to spend hours in the shower to wash off the layers of mud that he kicked up with his ATV during the 

mud run Aug. 9. Check out more photos from the dirty event on Page 18. Photo: Simon Hopkins
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WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: 
Q: How do you practice safe design? A: Use a concept! Please do a slow clap for your 

graphic designer, before you replace this groaner with a better 'worst' joke.

WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: 
My chiropractor has the best sense of humour. He cracks me up every time.

Thanks for sharing Benoit Charron, we cracked up too!
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More than 40 people took 
to the streets of Kuujjuaq 
on Tuesday demanding an 
end to what they say is po-
lice brutality in Nunavik. 

Holding the march on 
Tuesday was significant — 
Nov. 4 marks one year 
since Joshua Papigatuk 
died and his twin brother 
Garnet Papigatuk was 
badly injured in a con-
frontation with police as 
officers in Salluit re-
sponded to a report of an 
impaired driver. 

Since then, there have 
been two other police-in-
volved deaths of Nunavik 
residents. 

“I want people to be 
able to feel safe to request 
assistance without the fear 
of being harmed,” said 

Mary Mesher, one of the 
volunteers who led the 
march in Kuujjuaq, in an 
interview. 

Marchers carried signs 
with messages such as 
“No to Police Brutality,” “I 
Want a Safe Community” 
and “No Shooting Use 
Taser.” The marches were 
organized by Kuujjuaq 
residents Olivia Christie 
Ikey Duncan and Suzy 
Jeannie Kauki. 

Use of deadly force by 
police officers in Nunavik 
is unacceptable, said 
Annie Kumarluk, who 
was one of the people 
leading the march. 

“Inuit people are say-
ing no to police brutality,” 
she said. “Why don’t they 
shoot the leg? Why don’t 
they use their taser? Why 
not their batons?” 

Nehaa Bimal 

 
One year after the federal 
government announced 
an external review of its 
Nutrition North Canada 
food subsidy program, 
Nunavut MP Lori Idlout 
says she is still waiting for 
updates. 

Meanwhile, she says, 
food insecurity continues 
to plague the territory. 

The review,  an-
nounced on Oct. 11, 2024, 
was formalized in Febru-
ary. 

Former Nunavut Tun-

ngavik Inc. president 
Aluki Kotierk, as the fed-
eral northern affairs min-
ister’s special represen - 
tative, is  leading the re-
view. 

“I have confidence in 
Aluki Kotierk,” Idlout 
said. “I do not have confi-
dence that the Liberal gov-
ernment will implement 
her recommendations.” 

About 30 people in 
Iqaluit  protested Oct. 25 
outside the Northmart 
grocery store. They 
voiced frustration over 
the persistently high cost 

of food. 
“We really need to 

know about the Nutrition 
North study that’s hap-
pening,” organizer Kathy 
Okpik said at the protest. 

Meanwhile, Idlout is 
questioning why the 
process has taken so long 
despite what she says is a 
growing crisis. 

“From my perspec-
tive, it is obvious that this 
Liberal government does 
not care about Nunavum-
miut relying on federal 
programs because there is 
nowhere else to turn,” 
Idlout said. 

The review is under-
way and on track for com-
pletion in 2026, said Erika 
Lashbrook Knutson, press 
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Marchers call for end to police brutality in Nunavik 
Events in Kuujjuaq, Inukjuak,  
Salluit call for justice after  
3 police-involved deaths 

Critics say people go  
hungry as Nutrition North 
review goes on 

ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᐃᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑳᒃᐳᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ Results of external review  

expected in 2026,  
government spokesperson says 

 
ᓃᕼᐊ ᐲᒫᓪ 

 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚ -
ᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓯᓚᑖᒍᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᓂᕿᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᓯᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓗᐊᕆ ᐃᓪᓚᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᓕ 
ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ, ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎ -
ᐊᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. 

ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 11, 
2024−ᒥ, ᐱᓪᓚᕆᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕕᕗᐊᕆᒥ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᓚ -
ᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᖅ, ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᐊ -
ᒎᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᒋᔭᖓ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ. 

“ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᕐᒥ,” 
ᐃᓪᓚᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖃᙱᓚᖓ 
ᓕᐳᕈᒃᑯᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᖓᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖁᓇᔭᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ.” 

30−ᐸᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 25−ᒥ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᓂ ᕿ ᑖ ᕐ ᕕ ᖓ ᓂ . ᐅ ᖃ ᐅ ᓯ ᖃ ᓚ ᐅ ᖅ ᐳ ᑦ  
ᐊᑲᖅᓴᙱᓐᓂ ᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᑦᑏᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᑭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓂᕿᓂᑦ. 

“ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊ -
ᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ 
2026−ᒥ, ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

Community organizers Mary Mesher and Annie Kumarluk lead a march in Kuujjuaq Tuesday calling for justice and an end to 
police brutality. Marches were also held in Salluit and Inukjuak. Tuesday was the one-year anniversary of the fatal shooting of 
a man in Salluit by police. Two other police-involved fatalities have occurred in Nunavik since then. (Photo by Dominique Gené)CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Hosted by Kevin Pont
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 UNLOCKING MONTREAL’S AFFORDABLE FUTURE—ONE EMPTY BUILDING AT A TIME...A18

DoWNLoAD 
oUr APP

Rocket players, staff and 
members of the Laval Police 

Services gather up the 
11,885 toutous fans tossed 

to the ice following the 
Rocket’s opening goal by 

David Reinbacher.
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Martinez Ferrada names 
Executive Committee

Single mom in CDN-NDG 
needs a home

Can’t miss winter 
festivals
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INSIDE  
THIS 
WEEK

The Equity
Sophie Kuijper Dickson, Dave Moore, K.C.  Jordan

Judge Comment: Really solid front page with a clear, dominant head-
line used well with the art - a real attention getter. No body type so 
can’t assess ledes but didn’t see that as a negative.

Judge Comment: This is an excellent front page with informative, 
well-written headlines over compelling stories and good photos, used 
well. Ledes were well written. I balked at first because there are three 
stories at the top of the page competing for my attention. I don’t usu-
ally like that but all three above the fold are compelling stories and, 
despite my misgivings, the page works.

Nunatsiaq News 
Judge Comment: Clean and comprehensive presentation with attractive 
throw boxes and informative headlines. Ledes were well crafted. I was 
in no doubt which story the editor felt was most important although I 
thought the font size on the top headline could have been larger.

The Suburban
Stephen Balena, Oliver Sutton, Beryl Wajsman

1

2

3

Competition Comments: Lots of good front pages and a really tight competition.
Judge: Peter Menzies
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Best Editorial Page 

Judge Comment: A tough situation is outlined on this page with 
sensitivity and thoughtfulness. Terrific guest column. Good stuff!

Judge Comment: Some powerful writing on tough subjects in both the 
editor’s and contributor’s columns. The cartoon brings balance to that 
intensity. Very nice!

The Equity
Sophie Kuijper Dickson, Dave Moore

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway, Luc Alain

Judge Comment: Really nice to see the reader engagement on this page. 
The editorial is good but needs to get to the point faster. Great layout. 
Good job overall!

Nunatsiaq News 
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KRG, families and public push  
for changes to policing in wake  
of 3rd police shooting in 8 months 

 

Something has to change 
in Nunavik. 
There’s growing concern 

after the third fatal shooting 
by police in Nunavik in the 
past eight months. 

That’s why 
Nunavimmiut should 
support the recent initiatives 
to get answers and to 
consider different ways of 
policing. 

On July 17, a person died in Inukjuak after 
Nunavik Police Service officers opened fire while 
responding to a call during which they were 
approached by someone with a “bladed weapon.” 

In May, Mark R. Annanack was fatally shot by 
police in Kangiqsualujjuaq when they were trying to 
apprehend a man in a tent. After using pepper 
spray to get him to exit, he came at police with a 
“bladed weapon” and was then fatally shot. 

And last November in Salluit, Joshua Papigatuk 
died and his twin brother Garnet Papigatuk was 
injured when they were shot by police responding 
to a report of an impaired driver. 

Few official details are known about the 
shootings. Quebec’s police watchdog, the Bureau 
des enquêtes indépendantes, which looks into 

incidents where members of the public die or are 
seriously injured during contact with police, 
investigated the Salluit shooting and is investigating 
the other two. 

That office is responsible for recommending 
whether criminal charges should be laid against 
officers involved in those incidents. 

Desperate to end the string of deaths, families of 
two victims, the Kativik Regional Government and 
the general public have been calling for changes. 

After the first incident in November, there 
were protests against Nunavik police in half of the 
region’s communities. 

This week, family members of Papigatuk and 

Annanack called for a meeting with Quebec Premier 
François Legault, saying the criminal justice system 
in Nunavik is failing Nunavimmiut. 

And in the wake of the recent third shooting last 
week, the Kativik Regional Government launched 
an audit of Nunavik Police Service practices and 
policies. 

In the coming months, there will be dozens of 
questions. The big question is, will any of the 
officers face criminal charges in the shootings? 

But there are others: Would less-lethal options, 
such as stun guns, lead to fewer deaths? Would 
more money from the Quebec government improve 
the criminal justice system the province established 
for Nunavik? 

Is a change in leadership at the Nunavik Police 
Service in order? Can the Nunavik Police Service 
even be trusted to serve the region anymore? Or 
should it be replaced with a police force that doesn’t 
have such a troubled history? 

Three deaths in less than a year is disturbingly 
high in a region with such a small population. The 
frequency of police shooting deaths appears to be 
about 40 times higher in Nunavik than in the rest of 
Quebec. 

In the past 10 years, there have been 16 deaths in 
Nunavik with its population of 14,000, compared to 
250 in all of Quebec which has a population of nine 
million. 

Obviously, policing in Nunavik isn’t working the 
way it should. It can’t continue. Big changes are 
needed to restore public confidence in policing and 
to make Nunavimmiut feel safer around those 
responsible to serve and protect.

Third shooting underlines need for change in Nunavik 
NUNAVIK ᓄᓇᕕᒃ EDITORIAL

NUNAVUT ᓄᓇᕗᑦ LETTERS

Corey Larocque 

True security comes from healthy, 
resilient communities, not from 
military hardware, writer says 

 

When most people think 
of Arctic security, they 

imagine military patrols, 
surveillance systems and 
geopolitical tensions. 

But as discussed at the 
recent Arctic Sovereignty 
and Security Summit in 
Iqaluit, this narrow framing 
misses the most 
fundamental truth: health is 
Arctic security. 

For nearly two decades, 
Qaujigiartiit Health Research Centre has worked to 
strengthen the well-being of Nunavummiut. What 
we’ve learned is that security for our communities 
does not begin at national borders — it begins at 
home: in safe housing, strong families, clean water, 
food sovereignty, and care systems grounded in 
Inuit values. 

The real threats to security in the North are 
chronic underinvestment in health infrastructure, 
colonial service systems, and structural/systemic 
inequities. These issues are urgent and persistent. 
How do families feed their children? How do we 
care for elders now and into the future? Where are 
the homes, clinics, and culturally safe supports 
needed for thriving communities? 

Our understanding of security includes human 
security — including housing, health care, food, 
cultural continuity, and protection from violence 
and discrimination. It also means recognizing 
relational security: the strength of kinship, 
intergenerational caregiving, and cultural 
knowledge transmission. 

At Qaujigiartiit, we work alongside youth, 
elders, and communities to elevate Inuit-led 
approaches to health and research. These are not 
just programs — they are living examples of self-

determination and sovereignty. They challenge the 
notion that northern communities are passive 
recipients of southern expertise. 

Security that ignores the well-being of 
Nunavummiut only protects someone else’s 
interests. Our Canadian Rangers cannot serve 
effectively without health infrastructure. Our youth 
cannot become tomorrow’s leaders if they are 
navigating food insecurity and housing crises. Our 
economies cannot grow if basic community needs 
go unmet. 

Furthermore, much of the work that ensures 
community well-being is carried out by women — 
caring for youth, facilitating healing, delivering 
front-line programs and providing health care. Yet 
these voices are often invisible in traditional 

security discussions. 
There’s a critical question from security studies 

that applies here: “Whose security are we talking 
about?” 

If the answer doesn’t include communities, 
women, children, and elders, then we need to 
rethink our approach. 

In the Arctic, true security is built not with 
military hardware — but with healthy resilient 
communities — safe homes, strong families, and 
systems rooted in our values and ways of life. 

Dr. Gwen K. Healey Akearok, PhD, was born and 
raised in Iqaluit, where she continues to live, work and 
raise her family. She is the co-founder of the Qaujigiartiit 
Health Research Centre and has served as its executive 
and scientific director for the past 19 years.

Letter | Redefining Arctic security begins with our health 

Dozens of people in Igloolik pack Ataguttaaluk Elementary School for a community event, the screening of the movie Wrong 
Husband, in this file photo from Jan. 12. Resilient communities are the heart of Arctic security more than military hardware 
is, letter writer Gwen Healey Akearok says. (Photo courtesy of Zacharias Kunuk)

Protester Suzy Kauki stands in front of the Kativik Regional 
Government office in November 2024, calling for Nunavik 
institutions to stand in solidarity with the communities 
against police brutality. Since a fatal shooting by police of 
a man in Salluit in November, there have been two more 
deaths of people in Nunavik who were shot by police. (File 
photo by Cedric Gallant) 

Gwen Healey 
Akearok 

Calming nerves 

Building codes already specify many measures to keep wa-
ter out and are in the process of being updated to protect 
houses further. It’s a democratic, multi-stakeholder pro-
cess, which means it’s aggravating and time consuming.

BREAKING 
DOWN TABOOS 
AROUND 
SUICIDE

We need to talk about suicides. 
Some readers may be surprised or uncomfortable 

to see our front page this week: photos of three local 
men who have tragically taken their own lives, with 
the headline, “Is there anything we can do?”

Some would question why a local newspaper 
would publish such a heavy story in such a bold way 
– an entire front page dedicated to suicides with 
heartbreaking interviews from loved ones who are 
left to pick up the pieces. 

Why? Because we have a looming crisis. Recent 
suicide stats from the province show an alarming 
trend that young men are three times more likely to 
take their own lives than their female counterparts 
– and it’s even more troubling locally. 

In the Outaouais, the suicide rate is above the 
provincial average of 10 people per 100,000; for us, it’s 
around 13.9 per 100,000. Tragically, 345 Outaouais 
residents have died by suicide since 2017. But these 
aren’t just numbers. They are people – people 
known and loved as sons and daughters, neighbours, 
nephews and friends. Among these 345 people are 
locals like talented artist Patrick Thompson, village 
contractor and loving father Jay Dubois and gifted 
chef Declan Thomas, who was a personal friend of 
this editor. In a small community, suicide touches all 
of us.

The Low Down spent close to two years going 
through reports, speaking with families of loved 
ones who have taken their own lives and carefully 
crafting a sensitive article with the hope that it could 
help: help open the discussion about a previously 
taboo subject, help grieving families feel supported 
and help encourage more people who are struggling 
to reach out for support. It’s a hard topic to talk 
about, we know. Our original front page featured fi ve 
local men who have taken their own lives in as many 
years, and we spoke with all the families to make 
sure they were on board with having their loved 
ones’ photos and stories on our front page. Two let 
us know that reliving those emotions would be too 
much, and we removed them from the story. While 
the other three families’ pain is no less, they agreed 
it was important their stories were told in an impact-
ful way and encouraged us to continue reporting on 
this topic. 

We aren’t experts, and we don’t have all the 
answers, but what we have found in our report-
ing is that young men these days are feeling lost in 
society and potentially at risk. The starting point is 
removing the taboo around suicides. The aim of the 
article is not to shock our readers but to break down 
the stigmas around mental illness, so those who are 
struggling will feel empowered to ask for help. 

This story hits close to home for many of us, 
including this writer, who has had his own mental 
health struggles. Besides talking to loved ones about 
my fears, I’ve used this column to open up about anx-
iety and depression. This issue cannot and should 
not stay hidden in the shadows. I can say with fi rst 
hand knowledge that talking about it was a starting 
point that helped me a lot.

We hope this article will start the conversation 
and may become someone’s starting point.

The starting point is 
removing the taboo around suicides.

Feb. 19 - Feb. 25, 2025Page 4  - THE LOW DOWN TO HULL AND BACK NEWS

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
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Thanks to the Low Down for the Feb. 5 article, “Quebec fl ood maps to grow by 40 per 
cent”. We in the Hills need to be more aware of storms, fl ooding and insurance. It’s a 
diffi  cult and complex subject, and it concerns our homes – the most important place on 
the planet for many of us. I study fl ooding in Canada and abroad. I’m hoping to clarify 
some of the information in the article and calm some nerves. 

First, as Trevor [Greenway, the writer of the article] pointed out, both the federal 
and Quebec governments are updating fl ood maps to incorporate climate projections. 
It’s possible that lines will change and fl ood zones will increase. But for the spokes-
person for the provincial Environment Ministry to suggest that fl ood zones will grow by 
40 per cent is irresponsible. At this point there’s no way to tell if or how maps will diff er 
from each municipality’s existing fl ood maps. It’s important to note that municipalities 
are pretty good at understanding local geography and climate trends and keeping new 
houses out of risky zones. And in some areas fl ood zones may actually shrink. You’d 
never know it from all the snow this winter, but some of the models have spring fl ooding 
decreasing in our region.  

I can apply caution to statements from IBC’s [Insurance Bureau of Canada] Craig 
Stewart (who, by the way, is an advisor for our research). As the article states, the insur-
ance industry is partnering with the Canadian government in eff orts to deal with the 
resilience of Canadian homes in the face of the growing threat of storms. I can under-
stand why Mr. Stewart is getting impatient with the feds: it’s a hugely complicated and 
expensive task to create new maps and also new government-backed insurance for 
high-risk properties, as well as better infrastructure and a new model for funding fl ood 
recovery – all of which are in the works. Climate change is forcing us to row in the 
same direction, which is tough in our siloed and constitutionally hobbled – and now pro-
rogued – political system. But the fact is that governments and insurers want to protect 
mortgages and prevent people from losing equity in their homes. 

I need to clarify another misinterpretation in the article. Building codes dictate build-
ing construction. Municipal urbanism and building permit offi  ces dictate where houses 
can or cannot be built. Building codes already specify many measures to keep water 
out and are in the process of being updated to protect houses further. It’s a democratic, 
multi-stakeholder process, which means it’s aggravating and time consuming. As I said 
above, municipalities do their best to keep new houses out of fl ood zones. 

Finally, the article refers to a case where a homeowner way up on a hill received 
what sounds like a form letter from his insurer stating that the cost of insurance for 
overland fl ooding was going to balloon. Insurers are getting swamped with fl ooding 
claims and concerned about business risk. My point: don’t guess about your coverage; 
learn about your risk(s) and ask if you’re covered because it’s better to be safe than 
submerged. 

Gary Martin is a Wakefi eld resident and researches and consults on climate change 
adaptation.
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Competition Comments: Overall, this category featured strong contributions and, in many cases,  
efforts to tackle deep-seated community issues. Exactly what a good editorial page should .

Judge: Mary Baxter 
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Behind the scenes at Cultural Arts Center
MARCUS BANKUTI

The easTern Door

LocaL JournaLism iniTiaTive reporTer

It might feel like the project 
just broke ground, but Kahna-
wa’kehró:non driving up High-
way 132 might have noticed the 
Kahnawà:ke Cultural Arts Center 
(KCAC) is well on its way to be-
coming a reality.

Envisioned as a jewel of 
the community – a meeting 
place, a hub of tourism, arts, and 
Kanien’kehá:ka culture – Kahna-
wa’kehró:non have had a keen 
interest in the multipurpose build-
ing that some of Kahnawake’s 
best-loved institutions will soon 
call home.

The site will host the 
Kanien’kehá:ka Onkwawén:na 
Raotitióhkwa Language and 
Cultural Center (KOR), the Turtle 
Island Theatre, Kahnawake Tour-
ism, and even Tóta Ma’s Cafe.

“We were looking at this 
as being the future area where 
people can come have a coffee, 
watch a show in the theatre, go to 
the museum, learn language, all 
of those things to make it the hub 
of the community,” said project 
manager Louie John Diabo.

With a December 2025 
completion date in sight and oc-

cupancy expected by April 2026, 
The Eastern Door toured the 
construction site this week to get 
a sneak peek at the building.

“They just finished the steel 
on Friday,” Diabo said, the sounds 
of clanking metal everywhere as 
scores of workers carrying ham-
mers and drills buzzed around the 
structure, the site bustling with 
activity.

Many of the workers and 
contractors involved with the 
construction are local, like 

Akwiranoron Stacey, owner of 
Rakwatakwas Carpentry, who is 
subcontracted on the project.

“We were up on the roof, we 
were working on the siding, we 
were doing the walls, we were 
doing drywall, doing insulation. 
A little bit of everything,” said 
Stacey.

“I feel proud to work here,” 
he said. “It’s a building that I’ll 
probably be in in the future, en-
joying whatever facilities they 
have.”

Noting the speed of progress, 
Diabo pointed out that Gyprock 
is already going up this week. 
“Three days made a big differ-
ence,” Diabo said.

“It’s very inspiring to see it 
coming to fruition,” said Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake (MCK) 
portfolio chief Melanie Morrison, 
who joined for the tour. “Seeing 
the walls, the Gyprock up, you 
can now envision what it’s actu-
ally going to be, and to be here 
when it was wide open to now, 
it’s a fantastic feeling that this is 
going to be completed.”

Some areas are already 
starting to resemble mockups that 
were shared with the community.

Through steel studs delineat-
ing the auditorium, one could see 
a tractor shuffling gravel where 
audiences will one day plant 
themselves in seating that will 
retract into the walls when the 
show’s over.

Ample space for Turtle Is-
land Theatre to rehearse is key, 
according to MCK technician 
Trina C. Diabo, as it will help 
preserve the life of the stage by 
preventing wear and tear.

There’s even a balcony that’s 
already built, with a perfect view 
of the stage, and the amphitheatre 
outside is also taking shape.

Another easy-to-parse sec-
tion was the office of KOR, where 
a large, well-lit classroom will 
host generations of learners in the 
Kanien’kéha Ratiwennahní:rats 
Adult Immersion Program.

Out the windows, students 
will see a natural landscape, where 
there will sometimes be outdoor 
classes and medicine walks.

“They’re learning their lan-
guage and they’re immersed in the 
forest around them,” said Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake (MCK) 
portfolio chief Melanie Morrison, 
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Kahnawa’kehró:non Akwiranoron Stacey, owner of Rakwatakwas 
Carpentry, is proud to be working on the new language and cultural 
centre as a subcontractor.
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This spiral ramp will be part of a state-of-the-art museum, giving Kahnawake the facility it needs to repatriate 
and display precious artifacts.
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These are the hookups for the future location of Tóta Ma’s Cafe.
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Project manager Louie John Diabo points out the wood installation on the ceiling, a prominent feature of 
the mockups.
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Project manager Louie John Diabo took The Eastern Door on a tour of 
the new building, along with MCK portfolio chief Melanie Morrison and 
technician Trina C. Diabo.

Continued on page 15

Cedric Gallant
Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter

To develop future genera-
tions’ leadership and ne-
gotiation skills, close to 40
youths gathered in
Inukjuak last month to
perform a three-day Nu -
na vik treaty simulation. 

“Oh my God, was it
ever fun,” said Janice Par-
sons, president of the Qar-
juit Youth Council, in a
phone interview.

From Jan. 26 to Jan. 29,
participants from across
the region met at the
Inukjuak community cen-
tre and shared knowledge
with elders, some of
whom were part of the
Northern Quebec Inuit
Association that first
signed the James Bay and
Northern Quebec Agree-
ment 50 years ago.

The agreement, signed
in 1975, established the
legal rights of Inuit and
the Cree Nation in north-
ern Quebec.

The event was orga-
nized by Qarjuit Youth
Council, Makivvik Corp.
and the Gordon Foun-
dation, a charitable

 organization dedicated to
empowering Canada’s
North.

It was an exercise to
gather information and a
better understanding of
the agreement, and to
learn negotiation tactics.

“A lot of it was really
preparing the youth to
start negotiating with
Makivvik and Quebec [in
the future],” said Parsons.

“It was a success; the
youth were very involved,
engaged, and willing to
learn. It really looked like
an actual negotiating table
with the government.

“The whole entire time
during their negotiation
simulation, I was in tears,”
she said.

Parsons participated
the first time a simulation
was held in Kuujjuaq in
2022. Although that event
was more spontaneous,
the one in Inukjuak was
organized and sets the
path to potentially stage
more in the future.

The event stressed “the
importance of learning
how to negotiate in prepa-
ration for our youth to
thrive in advocacy and
leadership,” she said.

Inukjuak Mayor Peter
Inukpuk, who was a sig-
natory to the agreement 50
years ago, was at the event
to listen and talk with par-
ticipants.

“We were able to listen
directly from original sig-
natories, their experience,
their struggles, their sacri-
fices,” Parsons said.

“The youth learned
that there were not many
options for those original
signatories.”

Parsons said she
would like to see Nunavik
treaty simulations held
about every two years to

help young people learn
about self-governance,
self-determination, leader-
ship and what is happen-

ing in the region.
Of the nearly 40 partic-

ipants, just under 20 were
from Nunavik Sivunit-

Nunavik youths get hands-on look at negotiating a treaty
Close to 40 young people join 
3-day simulation event to learn
negotiation tactics, public
speaking and leadership skills

ᓯᑐᕆᒃ ᒑᓚᓐᑦ
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᑎᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᑎ

ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓇᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓇᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᐋᔩᑲᑕᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᒫᓂ 40 ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ
ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᒃᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᒥ ᐅᓪᓗᕐᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓕᕆᙳᐊᑲᑕᒃᖢᑎᒃ. 

“ᐅᐊᑲᓪᓚᖔ, ᖁᕕᐊᓇᑦᑎᐊᒻᒪᕆᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᔮᓂᔅ
ᐹᓴᓐᔅ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖅ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᖃᕐᔪᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ,
ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐱᕐᓱᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

ᐅᕙᙵ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 26-ᒥ ᐅᕗᖓ ᔭᓄᐊᕆ 29-ᒧ,
ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥᙶᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᑎᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᒃ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᒃᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑲᐅᓯᕆᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂᔾᔪᒃ, ᐃᓚᖏ
ᐅᑯᓇᙶᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᓐᓂᒃ
ᐊᑎᓕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᔭᐃᒻᔅ ᐸᐃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᓂᒃ 50
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ.

ᐊᖏᕈᑎᑦ, ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕐᑕᐅᓂᑯᑦ 1975-ᒥ,  ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᓂᖏᓐᓂ
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓪᓚᐃᑦ ᑯᕇ ᓄᓇᖓᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᒪᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ
ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ.

ᐅᓇ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᖃᕐᔪᐃᑦ
ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᒪᑭᕝᕕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᑯᓇᙵᑦ ᒍᐊᑕᓐ
ᑐᙵᕕᒃ, ᐃᑲᔫᑎᒃᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ
ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᖓᓄᑦ.

ᐅᓇ ᑐᓴᕋᓱᖕᓂᕐᒨᖓᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᑭᓯᕙᓪᓕᕋᓱᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᖅᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

“ᐅᓇ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᐅᓇᓱᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌ -
ᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᒪᑭᕝᕕᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑯᐸᐃᒃᒧᑦ [ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᑦᑎᓐᓂ],”
ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᐹᓴᓐᔅ.

“ᐊᓂᒍᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ; ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ,
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᑲᑕᖃᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᕐᓴᕈᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ.
ᐋᔩᖃᑎᖃᓪᓚᕆᖂᔨᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ.

“ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᑲᑕᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᖁᕝᕕᐅᑲᑕᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᑐᖓ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ.
ᐹᓴᓐᔅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᙳᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ

ᑰᔾᔪᐊᖅᒥ 2022-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᑖᓐᓇᓗ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᒥᐊᖅ
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᒃᒥ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᓯᒪ -
ᓂᕐᓴᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᐅᓇ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᓗᐊᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ “ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓ
ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᖅᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᖁᑎᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓯᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓯᓗᑎᒃ,”
ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ.

ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᒃ ᒪᐃᔭᖓ ᐲᑕ ᐃᓄᒃᐸᒃ, ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᕐᓯᒪᔪᖅ
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓂ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓕᕐᑐᑦ 50 ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ,
ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑐᓵᒋᐊᖅᑐᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖃᑎᖃᑲᑕᒃᖢᓂ
ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓂᒃ.

“ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᑐᓂ ᑐᓴᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᕋᑦᑕ,

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑎᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐱᓇᓱᒍᑎᒋᒻᒪ -
ᕆᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ,” ᐹᓴᓐᔅ ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ.

“ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᕈᑎᖃᓗᐊᓚ -
ᐅᕐᓯᒪᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓂᑯᕕᓃᑦ.”

ᐹᓴᓐᔅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑕᑯᔪᒪᓂᕋᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍ -
ᑎᙳᐊᓕᕆᔪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᓂᒍᕌᖓ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ
ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᒐᕙᒪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ, ᐱᓇᓱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ,
ᓯᕗᓕᐅᕐᑎᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᐅᑯᓇᙵᑦ 40-ᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓂᒃ 20 ᑐᖏᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕕᒃ
ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᕗᑦᒥᙶᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ. ᒪᓐᑐᕆᐊᒥᙶᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑕᒪᐅᖓ
ᐃᓚᐅᔭᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ.

ᐹᓴᓐᔅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕐᓂᕋᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᐅᓄᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᓂᒃ
ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᖅᒧᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ. ᐃᓱᒪᔪᕐᓕ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᕐᓴᐃ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓐᓇ -
ᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᐅᓄᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ
ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᓇᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑕᒫᓂ.

“ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᕗᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᒪᓗᐊᙱᒻᒪᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᑲᑕᒃᑐᓂᒃ,”
ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. “ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒪᒐᓗᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᖅ -
ᓴᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᐅᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ.”

ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ, “ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᓐ ᐃᓚᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᐅᓄᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕ -
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒪᑕ,” ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᓱᓕ ᐃᓚᐅᕙᒃᑲᓗᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ.

“ᐃᓱᒪᔪᓂ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᕐᓴᓂ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᐸᑦ
ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ — ᓱᕈᓯᑦᑕ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᖏᑦ,” ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ. 

ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ
ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓂᒃ
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NUNAVIK ᓄᓇᕕᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ 

Niivi Snowball, a participant at the Nunavik treaty simulation in Inukjuak last month, speaks
to others taking part.  (Photo courtesy of Qarjuit Youth Council) ᓃᕕ ᓯᓅᐹᓪ, ᐃᓚᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ
ᓄᓇᕕᒃᒥᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᔪᐊᒃᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᒥ, ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᑐᖅ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᒻᒥᔪᓄᑦ.
(ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖅ ᐅᑯᓇᙵᑦ ᖃᕐᔪᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ)

A breakdown of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement was given to participants of a
treaty simulation last month, increasing their knowledge of Nunavik. (Photo courtesy of Qarjuit
Youth Council) ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓ ᔭᐃᒻᔅ ᐸᐃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑯᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᑎᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓄᑦ
ᐅᕙᓂ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᕐᑐᒥᓐ, ᖃᐅᔨᕚᓪᓕᖢᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᒃ ᒥᒃᓵᓂ. (ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖅ ᐅᑯᓇᙵᑦ ᖃᕐᔪᐃᑦ
ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ)

savut. They travelled from
Montreal to participate.

Parsons said it was dif-
ficult to find more people
to come to Inukjuak and
participate. She wishes
more would come, noting
there aren’t enough young
people in Nunavik inter-
ested in being elected to
leadership positions in the
region.

“Our youth are not
willing enough to partici-
pate in any event,” she
said. “I really want to fig-
ure out why youth are not
engaging enough in train-
ing opportunities.”

She added, “Each year,
the number [of partici-
pants] is getting smaller
and smaller,” although
there are some who con-
tinue to take part.

“I dream to see higher
numbers because this is
our future as youth — our
children’s future,” she
said.

Judge Comment: This category required the newspaper to combine 
pictures with a feature story. While the story lacks in this case, I do 
appreciate the Fall colour scheme and the quality pictures.

Judge Comment: Nunatsiaq News is always beautifully put 
together, with impactful stories and quality pictures. 

The Eastern Door

Nunatsiaq News 
Cedric Gallant

Judge Comment: This feature page combines a well-written and 
important feature story -- a ‘behind the scenes’ story of the construction 
of the Kahnawake Cultural Art Center with quality pictures of the 
work-in-progress. This project is a major contribution to the community 
and the story with pictures allows the readers to measure the 
advancement of the site. Congratulations to the winner!

The 1019 Report
Adam Starkey, Madeleine Langlois3

1

2

Best Feature Page

Judge: Lucie Laumonier



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A5

T
H

E
 S

U
B

U
R

B
A

N
, W

E
D

N
E
S
D

A
Y
, A

U
G

U
S
T
 1

3
, 2

0
2

5
 •

 A
2

5

SPORTS - NATIONAL BANK OPEN TENNIS MORE SPORTS ONLINE AT 
THESUBURBAN.COM

By Mark Lidbetter
The Suburban

The 2025 National Bank Open present-
ed by Rogers enjoyed a dozen great days 
for tennis fans at Stade IGA. From the 
opening serve to the Cinderella finish for 
Canada’s Victoria Mboko, the NBO 2025 
was serving nothing but aces to all those 
in attendance. With so many sold out 
sessions and the new format of 12 days 
of tennis saw the open set a new atten-
dance record of 287,329 spectators. That 
eclipsed the previous record established 
last summer.

Stade IGA was designated as the Ten-
nis Playground, which included plenty 
for fans to do in the Fan Zone. Spectators 
got to try their hand at seeing how fast a 
serve they could serve up, how accurate a 
shot they could take and even see if they 
had the stuff to be a line judge.

Fans were treated to matches featur-
ing the top talents of the Woman’s Ten-
nis Association (WTA), got to cheer on 
hometown heroine Genie Bouchard, who 
enjoyed an exciting curtain call as she 
called it a career. American Coco Gauf 
made a successful return to doubles play 
with her first-time partner fellow Amer-
ican McCartney Kessler. In their first 
appearance as a pair, the duo beat No. 3 
seeds Taylor Townsend and Zhang Shuai 
6-4 1-6 13-11 in the final. n

Serving up a 
dozen days of 
superb tennis 
experiences
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VICTORIA MBOKO

VICTORIA MBOKO
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PHILIPPE SERAFINO/THE SUBURBAN

COCO GAUFF

GENIE BOUCHARD

Dec. 3 - Dec. 9, 2025Page 14  - THE LOW DOWN TO HULL AND BACK NEWS

Low Down on Skiing in the Hills

Ski yourBuns Off 

FREERIDING AND 
LOVINGLOVING IT
At 43, Rupert dad takes on the 
best skiers, on the best mountains

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
editor@lowdownonline.com 

If you had told Nick Steers as 
a teenager that at 43 he would 
be skiing the tops of some of 
the world’s highest mountains 
against some of the world’s top 
skiers – all with his wife and 
daughter in tow – he would have 
laughed in your face. 

But today Steers isn’t laugh-
ing. He’s smiling – a grateful 
ear-to-ear expression that cap-
tures his gratitude for the things 
he’s been able to accomplish 
in his thrilling career: skiing 
against the best and across the 
globe – fi ve continents, scores 

of renowned slopes – all without 
missing time at home with his 
family. 

The Rupert father and hus-
band has been able to do some-
thing that most dads can’t 
– continue to compete 
at the highest level                                             
of freeride ski-
ing — a form 
of skiing that 
involves ski-
ing on natural, 
ungroomed and 
unmarked terrain. 

He recalls the fi rst time 
he took his wife and newborn 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

SLASH THAT POW: Rupert resident, dad, husband and freeride 
skier Nick Steers slashes some powder at Palisades Tahoe in 
California for a photo shoot with local legendary skier turned 
photographer Jeff Engerbretson. The event was the Ikon Pass 
“Crew Camp,” a week-long event for sponsored riders to show 
off the mountain. 
Photo courtesy of Ikon Pass & Palisades Tahoe/ Jeff Engerbretson

Judge Comment: Very good photos and story, good quotes and all 
placed on the front page which is fantastic.

Judge Comment: A good solid set of sports pages starting off with a 
fantastic design on the front page with a very good story. It is 
unfortunate that there is an advertisement on that front page... but 
the set of pages tells you all you need to know about skiing in the area.

The Suburban
Mark Lidbetter, Stephen Balena

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway, Madeline Kerr, Simon Hopkins

Judge Comment: Such a great set of sport pages with a wide variety of 
events covered, starting off with an up-and-coming tennis superstar to 
minor baseball. Fantastic, wide variety of photos and really good, 
solid writing.

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph
Cassandra Kerwin, Mike Tonkin3

1

2

Best Sports Page(s)

Competition Comments: Overall, it was a good set of eight entries in the A5 category. Sports writing and photos often get overlooked, 
but the top three entries in this category should make sports fans and non-sports fans alike take notice.

Judge: Kevin McBain



Page A6	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  www.qcna.qc.ca

Best Special Section

1975-2025JBNQA

Looking Back. Moving Forward.
ᐅᑎᒧᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᖅ. ᓯᕗᒧᐊᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖅ.

JAMES BAY AND NORTHERN QUEBEC AGREEMENT 
COMMEMORATING 50 YEARS

ᔭᐃᒥᓯ ᐸᐃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑯᐯᒃ ᑕᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦ 50 ᐅᑭᐅᑦ

April 16 - April 22, 2025Page 10  - THE LOW DOWN TO HULL AND BACK NEWS

AtHome in 
the HillsOur Earth, Our Day

Low Down on Earth Day

info@jarico.ca • 1708 Route 105, Chelsea • 613.858.5509

QUEBEC’S FANTASTIC
PLASTICPLASTIC OVERHAUL
BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalism Initiative

Plastic is everywhere. 
From water and pop bottles 

to coff ee lids and milk contain-
ers, Canadians – and Hills’ fam-
ilies – can’t seem to get away 
from single-use plastics. 

Despite a federal ban on sin-
gle-use plastic bags, straws and 
cutlery in 2020, plastic continues 
to pollute the country – and plas-
tic bottles are one of the biggest 
contributors. 

According to Statistics Can-
ada, of the 43,140 tonnes of plas-
tic leaked permanently into the 
environment in 2019, over three-
fi fths (62.7 per cent) were used in 
packaging, with plastic bottles 
accounting for more than 5,595 
tonnes. 

Stats Canada also found that 
only nine per cent of all plas-
tic in Canada is recycled, with 
the majority ending up in land-
fi lls while the rest litters parks, 
beaches and neighbourhoods. 

Quebec is trying to change 
that. The province has been 
overhauling its recycling system 
since 2020 and is implementing a 
phased-in approach to expand its 
list of recyclable items. 

This is great news for fam-
ilies like the Merrills in Masham. 
With four on-the-go children, 
it’s safe to say the family goes 
through a lot of pop and water 
bottles throughout the year. 

Heather Merrill, the Low 
Down’s general manager, said 
that Quebec’s new Consignaction 
refund system, with its increased 
payouts, makes the headache of 
returning bottles fi nally worth it. 

“When the kids were little, 
we used to save the cans for them 
to bring in for candy money, but 
it wasn’t worth the trouble,” said 
Merrill. 

“The bags would sit outside 
for months until fi lled and we’d 
have to separate the tall cans 
from the shorties, and in the 
summer, the wasps were all over 
the bags – all for about $12. No 
thanks. Into the blue bin with 
them.”

But with the amount received 
doubling – $24 bucks a bag – 
it’s more than “worthwhile,” 
according to Merrill, especially 
now that she has teens and goes 
through even more cans. Mer-
rill said she is also excited about 
Consignaction's new plastic bot-
tle return program, which also 
expanded to collect all plastic.

“Water bottles, coff ee cream 
bottles, Black Fly bottles all now 
go in a bag that can be returned 
for $18.” she added.

Consignaction launched in 
2023, with the amount collected 
for aluminum cans doubling –  
from fi ve to 10 cents – and with 
the addition of the plastic bottle 
return program in March 2025. 
All glass, including wine bottles, 
will be phased in by 2027. 

CASH FOR CANS: Alexa Merrill, 10, was all smiles this weekend after she and her brothers, who were too shy 
to be photographed, collected a bag of cans they will be returning for $24  through Consignaction. That's some 
serious candy cash.  Photo: Trevor Greenway

Laval’s English Paper, Since 1993

Insurance Work Accepted • All Work 
Guaranteed • Expert Color Matching 
• Factory Genuine Parts • Import Car 
Specialists • Major & Minor Repairs

Centre de Collision

PROFESSIONAL AUTO BODY 
REPAIR & PAINTING

514 476-4565
1385, Boul. des Laurentides

Local 103 Vimont, Laval

August 13, 2025Vol. 33-15 450-978-9999     www.lavalnews.ca     editor@newsfirst.ca     120,000 readers

SERVING our citizens!

David 
DE COTIS
Municipal councillor
Saint-Bruno district

514 467.1712
d.decotis@laval.ca
www.laval.ca

VOULA KOTTARIDIS  |  (514) 993-5010  |  AGENTVK@GMAIL.COM

EXCELLENT SERVICE  |  EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE   450.682.2121

Thinking of sellingselling or downsizingdownsizing?  I can help!
FREE 
EVALUATION 
WITH NO 
OBLIGATION

Anniversary

Judge Comment: The Earth Day issue is a nuanced look at local efforts 
to help the planet. Features include stories about those who garden 
through the winter and how tariffs on Canadian goods make it a great 
time to buy local. A well-rounded section. 

Judge Comment: This is a valuable revisit of an important historical mo-
ment in Laval. The recollections of a rural Laval were powerful. The hom-
age to Laval’s first mayor gives interesting context, in light of the wave of 
sometimes-controversial amalgamations to come. 

Nunatsiaq News 

The Laval News
Martin C. Barry, Nancy Girgis, Roger Desautels, Lareine  Zakhour

Judge Comment: This is an important topic, and this detailed and 
nuanced revisiting 50 years later is powerful. The nuanced treatment of 
the complex topic was impressive. I loved especially the profile of young 
leaders looking to the future. And overall the range of stories was also 
very impressive: graphical descriptions of the James Bay Project, a chart 
showing the outcomes of the agreement on various areas of daily life 
such as health, education, etc.; profiles of the negotiators and historical 
timeline. Nunatsiaq News also won the SPECIAL TOPIC – Journalism 
in a language other than French or English category at the 2025 
National Newspaper Awards for this special edition showcasing the 
impact of the James Bay hydroelectric project and the subsequent James 
Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement with Inuit and Cree communities.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway, Tina Therrien, Shauna McGinn, 
Paul Hetzler, Madeline Kerr3

1

2

Competition Comments: I was impressed by the hard work behind all of the submissions. This kind of in-depth treatment of any topic,  
examining it from many angles, plus the design, in a handy package, is what makes our community newspapers so important. 

Thanks for the hard work of everyone who submitted. 
Judge: Magda Konieczna
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Best Community  
Newspaper Promotion

�����������

DO YOU KNOW 
A STANDOUT ATHLETE 
IN OUR COMMUNITY?

We’re celebrating local athletes, coaches, 
and game-changers every month. Nominate 

someone who deserves the spotlight.

Go to www.lowdownonline.com/sporty-spotlight

Judge Comment: Great promotion to celebrate their team’s first 
championship. Great use of the printed product, directing readers to 
find all of the Hunters.  Nice use of social media to promote the 
contest.  Great work.

Judge Comment: Great work with an ongoing contest, utilizing 
print, website and email subscribers.  Doubled sponsor revenue for 
second year.  Ticks a lot of boxes.  Nice job.

The Equity

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Jessica Valentini

Judge Comment: Very unique use of the printed product.  
Community-driven contest.  Encouraged readers to drop off ballot at 
their booth at the fair as well as a digital subscription offer.  I’ve never 
seen a print execution like this before. Well done. 

The Eastern Door3

1

2

Competition Comments: The three finalists all had very unique contests/promotions.  What really stood out was the community focus of  
each of the winners.  Each had excellent print executions and digital tie-ins.  Really great work by everyone. Congratulations to the winners. 

Judge: Curtis Armstrong
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Best Ad
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5800 Cavendish, Côte St Luc 
Quartiercavendish.com

JOYEUSE FÊTE DES PÈRES

Design with vision 
ᐱᐅᓴᕐᑕᕕᓂᖅ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᐅᔮᕐᑕᐅᓱᓂ

From annual reports to promotional items,  
let us help turn your vision into reality. 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᐅᑎᐅᓲᑦ ᓴᕐᕿᔮᕐᑐᑦ ᐱᒍᒪᔭᐅᓕᕐᑎᓯᒐᓱᐊᕈᓰᓪᓗ 
ᓱᓇᒐᓓᑦ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓯᓚᐅᕐᑕ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᐅᔮᕈᓯᑦᓯᓂᒃ ᓱᓕᓕᕐᑎᓯᓗᑕ. 

Judge Comment: Very clean design.  Ad has an emotional pull.  
Good use of white space, despite the size of the ad unit.   

Judge Comment: Great concept and execution.  
Messaging is clean and to the point. Well done.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Susan Williams

Nunatsiaq News
Krista Klassen

Judge Comment: Great take on a classic piece of art.  Excellent use of 
colour. I feel the designer really hit the nail on the head.  

The Suburban
Stephen Balena3

1

2

Competition Comments: All three winners were neck-in-neck.  Really well done by all.  I look forward to judging this category again next year.
Judge: George Brown



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A9

Best Website

Judge Comment: Lovely, easy to use design with sharp writing and the 
information the community needs makes this website stand out.
It’s clear The Lowdown has a wonderful commitment to entertainment 
news. Well-done pages showing upcoming entertainment 
opportunities. The website photos are not that strong and the photo 
of the Feb 23 main story on the front page stood out because it was 
REALLY BIG and it may be a style choice, but I would have made it a 
bit smaller so more of the text could be seen.
Well written story however. As with other websites The Lowdown 
has a number of dropdowns and some are not well used. 
The environment page latest post was one year ago, even though 
I saw columns/opinion which could have been tagged as environment 
and made it onto the page. Make sure you tag appropriate stories to get 
them on that page. Also the sports dropdown has only one sports story 
from this year.

Judge Comment: Clear, clean look. Masthead should be larger. 
Ad in news copy should be labelled as advertising overtop of it. 
Headline should reflect the photo – Saqijuq celebrates move to 
new Puvirnituq office – but it doesn’t appear to be a celebration – 
perhaps Saqijug moves into new Puvirnitug office. Relevant links 
to related stories in bodies of other stories – good. Updating daily 
– with corrections to stories with issues – good.

The Eastern Door

Nunatsiaq News

Judge Comment: Crisp and clean, easy to use.  I like that you can easily see 
the top stories by heading to the home page for news, sports, opinion and 
features.The clean design allows the ads to stand out, giving the advertiser 
a better bang for their buck.
The stories featured are extremely relevant to the community.
Again, one day story dump should be avoided. Use scheduling 
options to roll out the edition’s news daily, drawing more traffic.
Love the “more information here” feeds in the story, however
make sure the stories are related somehow. 

The Low Down to Hull & Back News3

1

2

Competition Comments: Congratulations to The Eastern Door, Nunatsiaq News and The Low Down for fine local news websites. 
Crisp and clean, easy to navigate make it easy to find what you need. Each of the websites in the category had its own “voice”  
with different styles of writing, which is fine, but make sure you’re using good journalistic practices and clear concise writing. 

Also, many of the websites clearly had a story “dump” on the day the newspaper came out. Instead, try scheduling news stories for 
each day of the week during your peak readership times. Remember, while some people will be both newspaper and website readers, 

some are just online. They won’t take the time to read everything if you dump everything at once. They will read a little something each day.
Judge: Heather Wright
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Best News Story

6  THE EASTERN DOOR • Vol. 34 No. 33 • August 15, 2025  •  www.easterndoor.com

News

EVE CABLE
The easTern Door

Women from Kahnawake, 
Akwesasne, and Kanesatake 
may be victims of a disturbing 
campaign of sexual harassment, 
after an individual came across 
indecent images of her and others 
posted non-consensually online.

Konwawennawi Nicholas, 
who is from Kahnawake but 
lives in Kanesatake, said she had 
noticed an unfamiliar account 
viewing her Instagram stories for 
some time, and recently came 
across a link to an account on X 
(formerly Twitter) linked to that 
Instagram account’s profile.

To her horror, the account 
on X featured numerous posts of 
women from Kahnawake, Akwe-
sasne, and Kanesatake. She said 
that there were multiple videos 
that featured men masturbating 
to ordinary images of women 
and girls from the communities.

Nicholas said she instantly 
recognized many of the women, 
and alleges that some of the pho-
tos posted were of minors.

“There were people who 
are now of age, but someone I 
know from high school was on 
there and I could tell personally 
that the photo was from middle 
school so she would be 12 or 13,” 
she said. “It’s just disgusting.”

Upon finding the account, 
Nicholas called the Peacekeep-
ers in Kahnawake to file a report. 
She was distressed to learn that 
she would be unable to file a 
report because she doesn’t live 
in the community, and the Peace-
keepers advised that she file a 
report with the Surete du Quebec 
(SQ) instead.

“I just can’t believe the dis-
tance that I had to go to for them 
to hear what I was saying,” she 
said. 

Nicholas had posted on 
Facebook about her experience 
with the Peacekeepers, as well as 
details about what she had found 
out about the accounts. Her post 
prompted widespread commu-
nity outrage, and since then 
Nicholas and many other women 
affected have been able to file 
reports with the Peacekeepers.

Peacekeeper’s spokesperson 
Kyle Zachary said that while he 
couldn’t comment on a specific 
case, the issue would have been 
one of jurisdiction.

“The way jurisdiction works 
is that we can only respond to 
calls within Kahnawake so if 
something has occurred outside 
of Kahnawake we can’t investi-
gate it,” Zachary said.

Since Nicholas’ post, many 
other victims have come forward 
with their story, and the names of 
three community members have 
been widely shared online as po-
tential suspects for perpetrators 
of the crime.

However, Zachary said that 
no arrests have been made, and 
no one has been charged, in rela-
tion to the posts, and the files are 
still under investigation.

One arrest has come about 

as a result of the outrage, though 
not in association with any social 
media posts. On the afternoon 
of August 7, the Peacekeepers 
arrested Joseph So:se Montour 
at his residence on North Creek 
Road, after community members 
who were protesting outside his 
home were shot with a pellet 
gun.

His arrest saw Peacekeepers 
tactically enter the residence and 
perform a high-risk arrest, and he 
was formally charged with two 
counts of assault with a weapon, 
two counts of uttering death 
threats, possession of a weapon 
and an imitation of a weapon 
for the purpose of committing 
an offence as well as breach of a 
release order.

Zachary said that Montour 
has not been released out of 
custody and his next court ap-
pearance will be scheduled at a 
later date.

Blue Sky and her mother, 
Molly Sky, were part of a group 
of four in attendance when 
Montour first exited his house 
and began uttering threats. Vid-
eo footage of the event taken 
by Molly and viewed by The 
Eastern Door, shows Montour 
holding what appears to be a 
large knife, uttering threats at 
community members, including 
one point where he states, “I’ll 
fucking stab you.”

Both Blue and Molly were 
hit by the pellet gun, which left 
bruising. Blue was hit directly 
between her brows.

By the time police arrived, a 
large crowd of community mem-
bers had gathered, angry about 
the social media posts.

“We’re fed up. Everybody’s 
fed up of this. It’s about time that 
we become united,” Molly said.

She alleges that Montour 

has been threatening to women 
and others in the community 
before, including in late 2024, 
when he was charged in relation 
to two shooting threats at the 
Kateri Memorial Hospital Centre 
(KMHC).

Seeing Montour with the 
pellet gun and holding the knife 
was evidence of just how serious 
the situation is, the women said.

“These girls are at work, 
they have to have eyes behind 
their head, is he going to kill 
them? Will he threaten to kill 
them? Is he going to hurt them 
somehow?” Molly said. “Our 
Mohawk girls are so beautiful, 
and to belittle them and to do 
stuff like that to them is unbe-
lievable.”

Blue and Molly said it’s 
imperative action be taken by the 
community now to ensure that 
future generations are protected, 
and called for the banishment of 
anyone found to be involved in 
the accounts.

“That’s why we’re fighting 
for it. It’s our future. We’re al-
ways talking seven generations 
ahead, and we’ve got to think of 
them,” Molly said.

“Hopefully them seeing us 
fight for them means they know 
they don’t ever have to back 
down, they can keep fighting and 
not be afraid to stand up for what 
they believe in,” Blue said.

Blue and Molly went to 
the Peacekeepers’ station to 
file a report after the incident, 
but it’s understood from other 
community livestreams that the 
crowd of community members 
went to the residence of another 
suspected perpetrator. At that 
residence, Zachary confirmed an 
individual was escorted from the 
premises for his safety, but was 
not charged or arrested.

While the investigation into 
the case is still ongoing, swaths 
of community members have 
spoken out in support of the 
women who have been harmed 
by the accounts. A community 
fire was held the day after the 
confrontation at the residences, 
which was attended by some 
Mohawk Council of Kahnawake 
(MCK) chiefs. 

There, various topics were 
discussed, including the topic 
of banishment. MCK grand 
chief Cody Diabo said that it 
was important to hear different 
community perspectives at the 
gathering.

“Like most people in the 
community, we were in shock 
and just trying to figure out the 
situation while we wait for infor-
mation to come in,” Diabo said. 
“We understand that the com-
munity was really upset and that 
they wanted something done im-
mediately, but the Peacekeepers 
are looking into it and we have 
to support them and whatever 
resources they need.”

He said he acknowledges 
community outrage at the inci-
dent, but advocated for people 
to avoid taking justice into their 
own hands, and particularly to 

avoid violence. In a similar vein, 
a recent post on the Peacekeep-
ers social media page stated that 
“Vigilante justice WILL NOT be 
tolerated,” causing more upset 
for community members who 
believe that not enough is being 
done by law enforcement.

Diabo said that when com-
munity members take justice into 
their own hands, it can obstruct 
due process.

“We need to have the coun-
selling and support there for the 
victims, and from a former polic-
ing background I can understand 
the emotional trauma this whole 
process may cause, but we have 
to have due process and innocent 
until proven guilty,” Diabo said. 

MCK chief Jeremiah John-
son was also at the gathering, 
and said he discussed with com-
munity members the prospect of 
creating a community law relat-
ed to banishment, which could 
be formed via the Kahnawake 
Community Decision Making 
and Review Process (CDMRP).

“Ultimately a banishment 
law would have to be based on 
actual charges prosecuted by the 
law, it couldn’t just be an angry 
mob with so-and-so said this, 
we would have to have court 
proceedings backing this up,” he 
said. 

“In my opinion, the most 
important thing we can do is 
coming out openly and talking 
about these issues. We can’t keep 
these things hidden anymore. I 
know there’s shame and trauma 
but people have to come out and 
heal, and seek justice.

“I think it’s very important 
that people can come out and 
discuss these things that happen 
and hold the people that have 
done these things to account.”

In the meantime, commu-
nity members who are both 
directly and indirectly affected 
by what happened may be in 
need of support. Kahnawà:ke 
Shakotiia’takéhnhas Communi-
ty Services (KSCS) is offering 
direct, trauma-informed support 
to anyone affected, including 
one-on-one counselling, facili-
tated talking circles, and access 
to intake services. They’ve also 
compiled an extensive list of oth-
er resources including helplines, 
victim services, legal supports, 
and cybersafety tools which can 
be found on their social media 
channels and website.

“Our supports are open to 
anyone who is feeling the emo-
tional impact of these events, 
regardless of whether they have 
been personally targeted,” said 
KSCS spokesperson Tish Pun-
gartnik. “The recent events have 
resonated widely, and we recog-
nise the importance of making 
our services accessible to all who 
need them.”

She said KSCS also wants to 
make sure community members 
are able to support one another 
through addressing sexual vio-
lence long-term.

“Community members can 
play a critical role by contribut-

ing to safer environments both 
online and offline. This includes 
reporting harmful or non-con-
sensual content to the appro-
priate platforms or authorities, 
addressing harmful behaviour 
in a respectful and constructive 
way, and offering support to 
those affected,” she said. “KSCS 
offers programming on healthy 
relationships, consent, and 
active bystander skills, and we 
are exploring expanded training 
focused on online safety, digital 
literacy, and prevention.”

For community members 
who have either made or are 
thinking about making a report 
with the Peacekeepers, help is 
also available in navigating the 
legal aspects of the situation. 
Bobby Patton is a court worker 
supervisor with Native Para-Ju-
dicial Services of Quebec and 
said that he and his team can 
support individuals with writing 
victim impact statements, ac-
cessing external resources, and 
understanding the court system.

“This is a stressful situation 
so we want to make it as easy 
as possible and give them the 
greatest support that they need,” 
he said. “We want to take some 
pressure off them, at least to 
have someone in their corner to 
take the stress away.”

He said that those who have 
discovered that their pictures 
were featured on the account will 
likely face a range of emotions, 
and it’s important that commu-
nity members give themselves 
grace as they process what has 
happened.

“They’re traumatized, see-
ing this type of behaviour has a 
really big impact on people. It 
can lead to post-traumatic stress 
disorder, they might feel embar-
rassed and not want to be in pub-
lic or be seen,” he said. “It’s very 
difficult on a victim to retestify 
and relive the situation over and 
over, so we want to be there to 
help lift them up and give them 
their power back.”

To access support from 
Patton and his team, victims 
are advised to contact 514-623-
9521 for intake, and support 
from KSCS can be accessed by 
reaching out to their intake line 
at 450-632-6880. 

Nicholas said that she’s been 
touched to see so many commu-
nity members stand by her and 
fellow survivors, and equally 
found strength in supporting oth-
er women who are in the same 
situation as her.

“It’s nice to see that people 
aren’t just brushing over this, it’s 
not just outrage for 12 hours and 
it’s done, it’s nice to see people 
are actually taking steps to make 
this better,” she said. 

“People are realizing this 
isn’t right and they’re finally 
calling them out for it.”

eve@easterndoor.com

Anonymous account targets local women

COURTESY MOLLY SKYE

Joseph So:se Montour was 
arrested after using a pellet gun 
on protestors outside his home 
and threatening violence - he has 
not been charged in connection 
to the social media posts of 
women in the community. 

Sharing OurSharing Our
    Stories    Stories in 

Kanien’kéha!

We are LOOKING FOR ELDERS to share 
their stories so they can be printed in 

The Eastern Door in Kanien’kéha.

Our goal is to tell your stories and history 
and also to preserve and teach our language.

Call 450-635-3050 or email reception@easterndoor.com.
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Council sued for $220 million
MARCUS BANKUTI

The easTern Door

LocaL JournaLism iniTiaTive reporTer

Magic Palace is seeking an 
unprecedented $220.57 million 
in damages from the Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake (MCK) 
and grand chief Cody Diabo as 
part of its lawsuit to challenge the 
closure of its gaming business.

The amount at stake, hy-
pothetically, would swallow up 
almost the entirety of the MCK’s 
net financial assets, most recently 
reported to total $248.64 million, 
with untold implications for the 
community’s financial health.

“MCK will take all necessary 
steps to protect the community’s 
assets and will review its next 
steps with its legal counsel,” said 
the MCK in a statement to The 
Eastern Door.

The updated injunction appli-
cation, adding claims for massive 
damages, was filed on Wednesday 
by lawyers representing the facili-
ty and its representatives, Kahna-
wa’kehró:non Stanley Myiow and 
Barry Alfred, and relies on lengthy 
excerpts from Diabo’s depositions 
in the case, which was originally 
launched in May of last year.

“This course of action is not 
one we take lightly - it is truly 
a last resort,” said Myiow and 
Alfred in a written statement, 
claiming they have spent a year 
trying to engage the MCK in 
constructive dialogue after their 
business was effectively shut-
tered following allegations of ties 
to criminal activity.

“This legal action is directed 
at a small group of individuals 
within the MCK who acted 
unilaterally, undermining the 
traditions and values that bind 
the community together. We are 
committed to revealing the truth 
and restoring our reputation - and 
that of our people,” Myiow and 
Alfred’s statement reads.

The facility’s license to op-
erate lucrative electronic gaming 
devices (EGDs) was suspended 
by the Kahnawake Gaming 

Commission (KGC) in March 
2024 and then revoked altogether 
after Council terminated its roy-
alty agreement, necessary to the 
operation of the devices on the 
territory, the next day.

The plaintiffs portray this as 
a regulatory Catch-22 because the 
KGC will not hold a hearing for 
Magic Palace due to the lack of 
a royalty agreement - the lawsuit 
argues the business has simply 
been trying to exercise its “funda-
mental right to be heard” by the 
KGC, the community’s gaming 
regulator.

“New evidence, including 
crucial admissions, now confirms 
what we had long known: that the 
MCK’s actions were based on 

false claims and a clear disregard 
for due process,” said Myiow and 
Alfred. “These revelations speak 
for themselves, are thoroughly 
detailed in public proceedings, 
and expose a pattern of abuse.”

The move against Magic Pal-
ace last March was a reversal for 
the Council, which had initially 
praised the gaming operation’s 
“swift actions” in the wake of a 
bombshell report in La Presse in 
fall 2023 that centred largely on 
Magic Palace’s non-Indigenous 
investor Luftar Hysa and his 
alleged ties to a Mexican drug 
cartel. Hysa’s key person license 
was almost immediately revoked 
by the KGC, and Magic Palace 
promised to cut ties with him.

While the loss of revenue 
from Magic Palace’s closure is 
substantial, a confidential plan that 
had been in place to expand the 
facility, which is revealed by the 
lawsuit, dramatically ups the ante.

The bulk of the eye-watering 
damages claim - a whopping $155 
million of the amount demanded 
from the MCK - stems from the 
collapse of this plan, known as 
the Kahnawake Entertainment 
Luxury Complex, which the fil-
ing states had been supported by 
senior MCK officials and was in 
the process of being finalized.

The expansion was poised 
to contribute $265 million to the 
community’s coffers flowing 
from $1.6 billion in gaming rev-
enues over an eight-year period, 
according to the filing.

“Then came the Termina-
tion,” it reads.

If realized, the lawsuit 
argues that the Kahnawake En-
tertainment Luxury Complex 
would have put Magic Palace in 
the same league as Playground 
Poker, a gaming juggernaut, in 
a community that has repeatedly 
resisted attempts by Council to 
open a casino in Kahnawake. 

The lawsuit notes that Magic 
Palace and Playground Poker 
had been permitted to introduce 
EGDs over “strong public oppo-
sition,” contingent on royalties.

The filing refers to evidence 
that two unnamed Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake chiefs 
hold direct financial interests 
in Playground Poker, but that it 
seems only one recused himself 
from decisions on Magic Palace.

Royalties from EGDs, which 
now flow exclusively from Play-
ground Poker, have become a 
linchpin of community revenues, 
with $20 million having been 
projected for the current fiscal 
year - nearly a fifth of the MCK’s 
entire budget.

Magic Palace’s royalties 
from 2019 until its closure in 
spring 2024 amounted to $12 
million.

With this updated legal ac-

tion, Magic Palace has now put a 
financial figure on its claims that 
the MCK acted irresponsibly and 
prejudicially in shutting it down. 

In addition to the sum for 
the derailment of Magic Palace’s 
planned expansion, the lawsuit 
asks for $10 million for losses 
already incurred and loss of val-
ue, $55.24 million for the loss 
of future operating profits, and 
$1 million in punitive damages 
from the MCK. It also asks for $1 
million in legal fees and $250,000 
for reputational harm from MCK 
and Diabo “jointly and severally” 
and $75,000 in punitive damages 
against Diabo personally.

“The amount claimed reflects 
not only the reputational harm 
caused but also the significant 
lost opportunities, including a de-
velopment project underway that 
was poised to create hundreds of 
jobs and provide lasting econom-
ic benefits to the community,” 
said Myiow and Alfred.

The MCK indicated that it 
plans to update the community on 
the claim’s financial impact when 
the consolidated financial state-
ments are presented. The MCK’s 
next audited financial statements 
are due within 120 days from 
the end of the fiscal year, which 
draws to a close on March 31.

“As with any potential li-
ability, the MCK will conduct 
a thorough review with our Fi-
nance team and external experts 
to assess the short-term and 
long-term financial implications 
of this claim for damages on our 
community,” said the MCK’s 
statement.

The lawsuit was disclosed to 
community members who attend-
ed Wednesday night’s community 
meeting; The Eastern Door con-
tinues to be barred from cover-
ing these meetings pending the 
completion of a protocol that was 
proposed several months ago.

As in the unrelated Dean 
Montour lawsuit, Diabo here is 
accused of making, and failing to 
retract, defamatory statements.

This preliminary sketch depicts Magic Palace’s confidential plans for an 
expansion, the Kahnawake Entertainment Luxury Complex, that was 
derailed by the termination of its royalty agreement with the Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake in March 2024. According to a lawsuit filed by 
Magic Palace, the project had the support of senior MCK officials and 
was projected to bring in more than $1.6 billion in gaming revenue over 
eight years, with more than $250 million going to the community.

Continued on page 8

700 
VOICES,  
ONE 
MESSAGE

Gatineau MNA Robert 
Bussière will not be at his Chel-
sea offi  ce this week when scores 
of citizens drop off  over 700 let-
ters voicing their displeasure 
with Law 2. 

But they don’t care. 

The MRC des Collines’ new 
Police Chief Paul Charbonneau 
says he has one very rigid expect-
ation for his offi  cers, and it has 
nothing to do with the number of 
tickets they hand out per shift. 

“Because we're a commun-
ity-oriented police service, I 
think that the police offi  cer is 
part of the fabric of society … 
for me, it's important that my 
offi  cers are [involved] in the 
community. And I want them to 

treat every citizen here with the 
same respect that they would 
want another police offi  cer to 
show their mom,” 53-year-old 
Charbonneau recently told the 
Low Down. 

“That's about my only expect-
ation," he continued. “Do your 
job. If you don't know something, 
talk about it. We'll fi gure out a 
way for you to know it.” 

Charbonneau said he knows 
his new role at the top of the 

police department makes him a 
public fi gure in the community 
and he said he doesn't intend to 
shy away from that spotlight. 

To prove he means it, he 
granted the Low Down a two-
hour sit-down interview, shar-
ing his personal backstory and 
answering numerous questions 
about how he plans to guide the 
force of 85 offi  cers. 

One of the fi rst things he 
wants to do, he explained, is hire 

Deer 
shot in 
family’s 
yard

Police chief at heart 
a boy scout whose 
motto is ‘community’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Rosande Bellaar Spruyt writes a letter 
to MNA Robert Bussière during a Law 2 
rally and letter-writing campaign at the 

letters to drop off at the MNA’s electoral 

Photo: Trevor Greenway

Law 2 letter-
writing campaign 
hits peak
BY TREVOR GREENWAY

BY MADELINE KERR 

Roland Hanel was shocked to 
learn that a deer had been shot in 
his Farm Point backyard, dragged 
off  his property and loaded onto 
an ATV in the middle of the day.

Hanel told the Low Down that 
on Nov. 21 he received an email 
from a neighbour to let him know 
that someone in the neighbour-
hood had heard a gunshot in the 
afternoon and there were bloody 
tracks through his yard. 

Photos from the neighbour 
showed a pile of guts, which had 
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WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: Thanks to Carter Merrill for sharing this one with us. 

Ski hills open this 
weekend! See our special section

 Troubling 
trend: Meech Lake 
low water level

Holiday game: 
Can you spot the sneaky 
little elf in our pages?

Car sharing 
a success: 100 
motorists, 70,000 kms

Serving the community 
for over 70 years.

LOCAL            EXPERIENCED             KNOWLEDGEABLE

Buying - Selling - Rentals 
Property Management

Macintyre Inc. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

819-459-2355 | c21macintyre.com

Judge Comment: Interesting report about an important lawsuit for the 
community.

Judge Comment: Excellent follow up of an alarming incident in an 
attempt to get answers.

The Eastern Door
Eve Cable

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Simon Hopkins

Judge Comment: Good reporting about an incident that is of concern to 
many in the community and the reporter did a great job following up.

The Eastern Door 
Marcus Bankuti3
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News

EVE CABLE
The easTern Door

It’s the little things that sting 
the most for Lily Ieroniawákon 
Deer. Small, day-to-day nuggets 
of knowledge that she doesn’t 
have, like knowing whether or 
not to paint the rust on her car. 

“There’s still a lot of things I 
don’t know,” Deer said. 

From the ages of four to 14, 
Deer was in the child welfare 
system, moving back and forth 
between a series of foster homes 
in Kahnawake, Kanesatake, 
and northwestern Ontario. She 
was never in one place for long, 
attending eight different schools 
throughout those formative years. 

Now 30 and living in Kahn-
awake, Deer is still healing from 
the trauma she experienced 
growing up in the child welfare 
system. It’s been a lot to come 
to terms with, but what’s hurt es-
pecially badly has been the slow, 
creeping feeling that even now 
she’s been “left behind” by the 
very programs that were imple-
mented to help adults who grew 
up in the system. 

For many, the child “welfare” 
system is a continuation of the on-
going project of colonialism, the 
latest in a dark history book that 
includes chapters like residential 
schools, Indian day schools, the 
Sixties Scoop, and now what has 
become known as the Millennium 
Scoop. The legacy of foster care 
and adoption for many Onkwe-
hón:we has been about ripping 
families apart and leaving parents 
and children without the tools 
they need to repair the harms the 
system has caused.

In 2022, the Canadian Hu-
man Rights Tribunal (CHRT) 
acknowledged that, and made 
sweeping orders for large-scale 
changes within the Canadian 
child welfare system, part of a 
case brought forward by the First 
Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society. One of those orders in-
cluded that Canada would fund, 
at actual cost, post-majority care 
for youth aging out and young 
adults who had formerly been in 
the child welfare system. 

The program kicks in as a 
youth approaches the age of ma-
jority and can be until a youth’s 
26th birthday. The age of majority 
refers to the age at which a youth 
officially ages out of the system - 
in most places, including Quebec, 
this is at age 18.

The services, which are 
known as post-majority support 
services (PMSS), became imme-
diately available to youth in the 
spring of that year, and youth 
who were past the age of majority 
but still under the age of 26 were 
also able to access support, even 
if they’d been out of the system 
for some time. 

The program seemed like a 
step in the right direction. Finally, 
something to fill the gap that was 
too often overlooked when young 
people were abruptly cut off from 
the child welfare system at the 
age of majority, a program that 

could support youth with the big 
things like financial support and 
housing, but also the less obvi-
ous stuff, like applying for bank 
accounts, and having a network 
of responsible older adults to call 
with basic questions about the 
logistics of the real world. 

The only problem? Those 
questions and needs don’t go 
away when a youth turns 26. 
Deer, who had just turned 27 
when PMSS came into effect, 
still had plenty of support needs 
then - and she still has plenty of 
those same needs now. 

“I have to admit it, I am jeal-
ous of the youth who are aging 
out now,” said Deer. 

Deer said that it’s less to do 
with feeling resentment for youth 
aging out of care today, and more 
to do with an unshakeable feeling 
that people like her have been left 
behind - not just in terms of finan-
cial support, but also in terms of 
simple life advice and mentorship

“It’s help with navigating 
getting your medicare card, your 
driver’s licence, IDs, and you 
just need help to have those life 
skills,” Deer said. 

Settlement agreements, like 
the historic $23.4 billion deal 
that was approved in federal 
court in 2023, recognize chronic 
underfunding but fail to address 
the trauma and abuse faced by 
children who went through the 
welfare system, and though long-
term reform aims to make chang-
es to how and why children enter 
the system, there’s still a lack of 
support and services for people 
like Deer, who don’t qualify for 
PMSS. While settlements are 
important, there’s no replace-
ment for the support that Deer 
should’ve received, and badly 
needed, when she was starting her 
adult life. 

“I just didn’t have that,” she 
said. 

PMSS in Kahnawake
In Kahnawake, PMSS are 

handled by Kahnawake Sha-
kotiia’takehnhas Community 
Services (KSCS), which manages 

child welfare within the commu-
nity. Though PMSS grew in the 
community in the wake of the 
CHRT decision, KSCS had iden-
tified a need for support services 
for youth aging out of the system 
back in 2020, and a youth support 
worker was hired to develop a 
program addressing those needs.

Those supports grew when 
funding came in for PMSS in 
2022, and now four youth support 
workers, a youth advisor, and an 
admin assistant support youth 
participating in the program. 

Nowadays, Deer works 
for KSCS, and while she isn’t 
involved in child welfare opera-
tions, she does work in strategic 
planning, and she said she’s still 
hopeful for the future of the 
organization in Kahnawake, as 
old wounds are healed for many 
adults who have been through the 
system.

Keanu Hemlock, KSCS’s 
team leader of PMSS said that he 
and his team are working to build 
trust with the youth they currently 
serve.

“It’s been a lot of relation-
ship building. It’s been a lot of 
land-based programming, a lot of 
creating connections,” he said.

That’s in line with what many 
former-youth-in-care advocates 
have called on as they push for re-
form within the system. A system 
of equitable standards outlining 
key supports for youth transition-
ing into adulthood was published 
in 2021 by the National Council 
of Youth in Care Advocates, with 
eight pillars addressing various 
needs validated by youth in care 
currently and formerly across 
Turtle Island.

Pillar four, for instance, dis-
cusses relationships, and states 
that “every young person should 
have people in their life that they 
can count on unconditionally and 
interdependently.” Criteria for 
youth to have the tools to forge 
lifelong connections and support 
networks are outlined, as well as 
the importance of stakeholders op-
erating in collaboration and taking 
responsibility for helping youth 

form those networks. The goal in 
tracking these needs is to foster in-
terdependence, with youth able to 
rely on support networks that they 
have been empowered to build and 
be a part of, rather than providing 
services with no resources for 
fostering interpersonal community 
connections. 

“The whole concept is creat-
ing independency, not dependen-
cy,” said Hemlock.

PMSS facilitated by KSCS 
also helps youth connect with 
other potential services within 
their system, such as psycholog-
ical services, traditional support 
services, or addictions counsel-
lors. Youth have participated in 
activities like spearfishing in 
Tyendinaga and taken trips to 
Tioweró:ton, and the program 
has strong ties with Nova Career 
Centre in Chateauguay, where 
many youth have participated in 
vocational trainings. 

“Whatever the extra help 
they need is, we try to create a 
circle for them of support,” Hem-
lock said. “The role is creating 
that network of support for them.” 

When the program came into 
place in 2022, Hemlock said an 
effort was made to reach out to 
youth who had previously aged 
out of care, but who were below 
age 26, to make them aware of 
what the program could offer 
them. 

But youth who were 26 or 
older in 2022 aren’t eligible to 
access the program. 

“If you’re a youth that’s in 
that age bubble where you missed 
the program in its entirety, you 
might be missing those supports,” 
said Hemlock. 

He said that while there’s re-
sources available at KSCS for all 
community members that former 
youth in care are eligible to ac-
cess, youth might not inherently 
know where to find them. That’s 
the gap that PMSS seeks to fill - 
and the gap that remains for youth 
that can’t access the services. 

“You might have to research, 
or to have somebody help you 
find these things. That might be 
the missing piece of the puzzle, 
for them to have a support system 
to know where to look for those 
things,” Hemlock said.

Emerging adolescence
For Deer, figuring out what 

support she needs and how to 
access it has been a major hurdle 
to face in adulthood. At times, 
it’s felt like everybody else had 
some kind of guidebook for how 
to be an adult, one that she wasn’t 
allowed to read. 

To her, it felt unfair that she 
wasn’t included in the PMSS 
program. Twenty-six felt like an 
arbitrary age for services to be cut 
off - and in some ways, it is.

Dr. Sidney Segalowitz, a 
professor at Brock University, is a 
neuroscientist whose research has 
focused on brain development. In 
2020, an affidavit was made by 
Segalowitz, which was used as 
part of The Caring Society’s case 
for PMSS at the CHRT. 

In that report, Segalowitz 
described a growing consensus in 
the neuroscience community that 
the brain is not fully developed 
at the age of 18, and that there is 
instead a time period known as 
“emerging adolescence” wherein 
the brain develops to maturity.

Emerging adolescence typi-
cally refers to the period from 18 
to 25 years old, and Segalowitz 
identified the average age at 
which brain development in a 
healthy adult nears completion as 
being around 25 years old - mean-
ing that there are many brains that 
develop sooner, and many that 
develop later. 

There’s lots of factors that 
might mean someone’s brain 
develops faster or slower. One 
major factor is trauma - trauma 
causes stress, and it’s well docu-
mented in the scientific world that 
stress can negatively impact brain 
development. Going through the 
child welfare system puts individ-
uals at immense risk for experi-
encing compounded trauma, with 
the harms they experience before, 
during, and after going through 
the system leading to overwhelm-
ing stress.

“These kids have been put 
through very high-risk devel-
opmental situations. We cannot 
possibly say who’s going to be 
affected and who’s not, because 
there’s such individual differenc-
es, but they’re going to be more 
at risk,” Segalowitz told The 
Eastern Door. 

Deer has vivid memories 
of the trauma she experienced 
during her time in the child 
welfare system, which she has in-
vested precious time and money 
in working through as an adult.

“I would literally call Kids 
Help Phone on my own. I re-
searched the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, and I was 
going to walk there on my own,” 
she said. “I would call places 
from the time I was nine years 
old, because no-one else would. 
And it’s tiring.” 

A mature brain is at peak per-
formance for emotional self-reg-
ulation and complex cognitive 
functions, including in terms 
of risk-taking - adolescents and 
young adults whose brains have 
not yet fully developed may be 
more likely to make poor judge-
ment calls, or engage themselves 
in more dangerous behaviours. 

Youth who have experienced 
high-risk developmental situa-
tions, like the trauma of being 
in care, are more likely to be in 
the “sizable group” whose brain 
might still be developing well 
into their late twenties.

It would be reasonable, 
then, for services like PMSS to 
compensate for that potentially 
delayed development, and “fill 
the gap” caused by the trauma 
they’ve experienced. 

“If they’re more at risk, then 
we should be applying some 
method or addressing that risk,” 
Segalowitz said.

According to Segalowitz, 
Continued on page 4

COURTESY LILY IERONIAWÁKON DEER

Lily Ieroniawákon Deer was just four years old when she was put in her 
first foster placement. 

Aged out and left behind

Judge Comment: This is a beautifully-written piece. You kept my 
attention from start to finish. It’s clear you really understood your 
subject and knew exactly how to share her incredible life with the 
reader. Well done.

Judge Comment: I loved reading this. You took a decades-long 
career and turned it into a deeply personal story about fighting for 
what matters. The writing flows perfectly, and you really captured 
his true impact on the town. Great job

The Equity
K.C. Jordan

Judge Comment: This story hits hard. You did an amazing job digging 
into the gaps in the system, and the quotes you gathered make it all 
feel very real. It takes a lot of work to investigate a topic this deeply and 
write it this clearly. Really well done. This article was also nominated 
for COMMUNITY WRITTEN FEATURE category at the CAJ Awards 
(Canadian Association of Journalists) in 2026.

The Equity
Sophie Kujiper Dickson3
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The Eastern Door
Eve Cable



Page A12	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  www.qcna.qc.ca

Best Feature Series

4  THE EASTERN DOOR • Vol. 34 No. 27 • July 4, 2025  •  www.easterndoor.com

The Eastern Door is available at:

207 Hardware

A’s Convenience

Bayview Pizzeria

Big Bear Trading

Brittany’s Convenience (The Store)

Club Rez

Crazy Horse

Creekside Store

Deer Crossing

Diabo’s Auto

Eagle’s Nest Convenience

Elders’ Lodge

Get n Go Gas & Convenience

Goodleaf’s Convenience

Harnois Depanneur

LJS Gas

Mohawk Gas

Mohawk Market

OCR Gas Bar

OCR Necessities

Old Malone Pharmacy

Petro T Depanneur

Rapids Distribution

Rez Gas

Stacey’s Convenience

Sunnyside Diner

The Market

Village Variety

Wolf’s Den

Wolfco 138 & 207

Kanesatake

Mohawk Gas Bar

Bayside

Kahneki:io

Little Tree

Chateauguay

Euro Deli 

Mini General (St. Francis) 

Tony’s Pizza

ADVERTISERS

News

Calico Cottage 11

Cryo-Air 10

Dr. Spector 22

Enault Electrician 19

Fichault Occasion 22

JP Plumbing 18

K103 Radio Bingo 17

Kahnawake Library 17

Kateri Memorial Foundation 23

KSCS 9, 14, 15

Linda Rheaume 11

MNP 11

Nu-Co 18

Optique Cloutier 4

Reel Um In Bait Shop 11

Sharing Our Stories 1, 12, 13, 23

Tewatohnhi’saktha 9, 22

Ultra Paving Inc. 22

Tell us about 
your news story!
Call 450-635-3050 or email news@easterndoor.com

Changed forever at Ratiwennahní:rats

EVE CABLE
The easTern Door

 
Recent Ratiwennahní:rats 

graduate Tióhrhano Zack Diabo 
says that his cohort of learners 
isn’t just special, they’re like 
“lightning in a bottle.”

“The whole program was us 
hanging out every day, and we 
all took something away from 
it, every single day,” he said. “It 
was like our nice little piece of 
paradise.”

Diabo is one of 13 new 
graduates of the Kanien’kehá:ka 
Onkwawén:na Raotitióhkwa 
Language and Cultural Center 
(KOR)’s two-year Kanien’kéha 
Ratiwennahní:rats Adult Im-
mersion Program, and while his 
graduation means that his time in 
the program is over, he says his 
language learning journey has 
only just begun.

“I’m starting to speak for my 
side of the Longhouse and stuff, I 
can’t believe it,” he said.

“All of it is crazy.”
Diabo’s graduation from 

Ratiwennahní:rats marks the ful-
fillment of a promise made sev-
eral years ago to the late Melvin 
Diabo, who had taught Tióhrhano 
some beginners Kanien’kéha in 

around 2016, when he was a stu-
dent at Howard S. Billings High 
School. 

“I had promised him one day 
I would learn, but I forgot about it 
for years,” Tióhrhano said. 

After graduating in 2020, 
Tióhrhano planned to go to CE-
GEP, but the day before classes 
decided it was the wrong path to 
go down. Instead, he found him-
self learning welding at NOVA 
Career Centre, where there were 
several other students from Kahn-
awake. Having grown up outside 
of the community, Tióhrhano 
said that he sometimes felt on the 
edge of understanding his own 
culture, and being around fellow 
Kahnawa’kehró:non led to more 
conversations about language and 
culture.

Around the same time, a con-
versation with his cousin, Jordan 
Stacey, made him more aware of 
gaps in his knowledge.

“He was asking ‘Do you 
guys even know the Five Nations 
in the Confederacy?’” Tióhrhano 
said. “I actually said ‘Ojibwe’ and 
he said ‘No, but I’m impressed 
you even know them,’ and I sort 
of realized just how much I didn’t 
know about absolutely anything.”

Encouraged by Stacey, he 

applied for the program, which he 
didn’t even know the name of just 
a few short years ago. When he 
got in, he knew it was doing the 
right thing, keeping his promise 
to Melvin from all those years 
ago as well as a new promise, this 
time to himself, to connect more 
deeply with his language and 
culture. 

He took things seriously, 
writing in his application that 
he wasn’t there to make friends, 
he was just there to study, and 
for the first couple of months he 
kept up that attitude, until a “rude 
awakening” one night, when his 
classmates called him out during 
an after-class hangout.

“They kind of went on me 
like a pack of wolves and the next 
Monday at school, I just changed. 
I started being nicer and I started 
making friends,” he said. “I said I 
wasn’t going to make any friends, 
but by the end they’d even be-
come like a second family.”

There were highs and lows 
throughout the program, includ-
ing times when Tióhrhano took 
home tests with lower scores than 
he was striving for, and moments 
where he couldn’t find the words 
in Kanien’kéha to express what 
he was thinking in English.

Still, he persevered. And 
when he didn’t believe in himself, 
his classmates lifted him up.

“Early on, one of my class-
mates who already knew the 
teacher looked at me and said 
‘That guy is going to become a 
speaker by the end of this course,’ 
and I remember thinking ‘Oh, I 
didn’t realize someone had that 
much faith in me,’” he said.

With encouragement from 
his peers, Tióhrhano thrived, and 

he was ecstatic when, at the end 
of the course, he received a grade 
affirming his speaking level. 

He said it’s a moment he 
could’ve never even dreamed 
of just two short years ago, and 
credits the Ratiwennahní:rats 
program with changing his life 
for the better.

“I feel like a whole new per-
son, I can’t even relate to how I 
thought back then. I have a whole 
different mindset in the language. 
I’m thinking properly, and I’m 
talking to a lot of elders who wis-
ened me up too,” he said. 

Speaking with elders has 
been a highlight of learning for 
Tióhrhano, who also works at the 
Kateri Memorial Hospital Centre. 

“I’ve noticed how happy 
they get when I’m at the hospital 
because there’s some speakers 
there and when I spent that extra 
time with them on weekends it 
kept me in that language mode,” 
he said. “When you talk to a new 
person in Kanien’kéha, it flips a 
switch, all of a sudden they start 
following your stories and asking 
who you are, it’s just so differ-
ent.”

Nowadays, Tióhrhano 
spends his free time listening in-
tently to recordings he’s collected 
on USB sticks, trading ones he’s 
learned inside out for new sounds 
from fellow learners. He’s plan-
ning to keep up connections with 
his found family from Ratiwen-
nahní:rats and pursue more learn-
ing opportunities in the future.

“I’m so obsessive about it 
now, it’s only up for me with the 
language, there’s no going back 
down,” he said.

eve@easterndoor.com

COURTESY IONHIARO:ROKS MCCOMBER

Tióhrhano Zack Diabo (front) with his fellow Ratiwennahní:rats graduates.
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Ann Hanson explores the Inuit
tradition of arranged marriages
This is the first in a three-part series by Ann Hanson
retelling the Inuit arranged marriage tradition, which was
still practised in some parts of the North until the late
1970s. See next week’s edition for part 2.

As a little girl, I remember
one of my aunts calling

and screaming for help as
she was being dragged out
of our home.

No one helped. We
weren’t allowed to.

I was frightened, because
we seldom saw adults cry —
only when someone died.

No one had died, but
there was a big struggle as

my aunt was being dragged out against her will.
She struggled and kicked — her arms trying to

hold on to anything in her path — and cried all the
way while being dragged out. While she did that,
our meagre cups, tea kettles, Primus stove, and
drying racks were being strewn around with bangs,
clangs, thuds and many other noises not normally
heard at night.

This was not a normal night.
My aunt was being dragged out by her new

husband. This was the way to start a new life in a
traditional arranged marriage.

Traditional marriage was arranged by parents
and grandparents-to-be even before the baby was
born, according to some interviews I’ve conducted
over the years while working for the Canadian
Broadcasting Corp., doing Inuktitut programming.

Leah Nutaraq, who was a constant contributor
on Inuit traditions, once talked about this subject
and said when a woman was pregnant, she would
say, “If this is a boy, he will marry the girl my
girlfriend had a few months ago.”

This often became a reality and
sometimes not.

The other method was when the
young man was able to hunt, build a
shelter, when he became
knowledgeable on weather
conditions, ice conditions, when he
could feed his family, share his
harvest with the village, run a dog
team, it meant he was ready for a
wife.

That was the time to look for a
girl who was skilled in skin- or pelt-
preparations, making life-saving
garments, preparing foods and food
preservations. Looks didn’t matter.

When a girl was found in the
same village or some other village,
the young man’s mother or father
wrote a letter to the girl’s parents
asking them if they would agree to
have their daughter marry their son.

Then there was a big life-changing discussion
with the parents, the grandparents … but not the
boy.

The boy didn’t have any say in this matter. It
was all up to the parents and grandparents.

The same with the girl. She had no say
whatsoever in the matter. It was kept in secret until
the boy came to get the girl.

This was further confirmed by elder Aimo
Mapaluk during our interview here in Iqaluit.

Not all traditional marriages were done this way.

There were a few exceptions. One was Mapaluk’s.
During our interview, Mapaluk said he knows

the arranged marriage tradition very well, both
from hearing old stories from the distant past and
during his growing-up years with his stepmother
Attuat and father Sappa.

Prior to having their daughters marry a
complete stranger or some casual acquaintance, the
mother got busy making a new tent — sealskins in
the past, and canvas in recent years — gathering her
clothing and kamiik and packing them for a trip.
This was done all in secret without telling the
daughter.

Sometimes the girl got suspicious and nervous.
Mapaluk said this was done after all the agreements
were completed. Sometimes when the parents could
not agree with the girl’s parents, no partnership
took place and they had to look for another girl.

The girl’s age was not the indicator for being
ready for marriage, it was her menstrual cycle. That
was when her mother knew she was ready and able
to have children.

In some rare cases, the girl was given away to
her new partner even before she had her first
menstrual cycle. This was very scary for the child.

Mapaluk, an elder living in Iqaluit, said he
knows of young girls being tied up with ropes
when they struggled too much.

The girl’s arms and legs were tied up, she was
carried to the sled, and then tied onto the sled.

This was equally frightening for the young man.
Mapaluk explained that the young man was

obeying his parents’ wishes out of respect and fear.
This is called ilirasuk in Inuktitut, a deep respect
that compels young Inuit to do what they are told
— ilirasuk for his parents and her parents.

With time and patience, the young couple got
used to each other and were calmer.

They got to be friends and eventually love each
other deeply for life.

Mapaluk remembered that some couples
separated because they could not get along for
several reasons.

With a soft voice, Mapaluk ruefully expressed
that “some men were abusive, and when the leader
in the village knew about this, he separated the
couple.”

Mapaluk personally experienced this with his
stepmother Attuat. One of her husbands had been
abusive, before Attuat married Aimo’s father, Sappa.

Attuat solved her abusive relationship with her
own strong traits. She got tired of being abused and
thought to herself, “I am tired of being abused. I
must make a plan.”

The next time her husband was beating her, she
fought back and pinned him down and told him,
“Next time you abuse me, I am going to use the axe
and I will not let you free until you agree to have
peace with me!”

Her husband stopped beating her and made
peace with her.

Mapaluk fondly remembered his stepmother
being intelligent and very strong, physically and
mentally. She was also a very good hunter. Attuat
went through five husbands during her long life.

Continued in Part 2 of ‘Will you marry me?’ was not
the question …       

Ann Hanson was the founding editor of Inukshuk
newsletter in 1973, which became Nunatsiaq News in
1976. She was the third commissioner of Nunavut. She
now lives in Apex.

‘Will you marry me?’ was not the question … Part 1
NUNAVUT ᓄᓇᕗᑦ FEATURE 

Ann Hanson

Aimo Mapaluk, an elder living in Iqaluit, right, talks to Ann Hanson about the
Inuit tradition of arranged marriages. (Photo by Jeff Pelletier)
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Aimo Mapaluk, an elder living in Iqaluit, says he is familiar with the Inuit tradition of arranged marriages. His own father and
stepmother were married in the manner many Inuit were, according to an old tradition. (Photo by Jeff Pelletier)
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‘Pressure conference’ demands June election
MARCUS BANKUTI

The easTern Door

LocaL JournaLism iniTiaTive 
reporTer

The Mohawk Council of 
Kanesatake (MCK) is steadfast 
in its summer election plans, even 
as calls grow louder for a June 
election date to be respected.

A flurry of posts on social me-
dia accusing Council of ignoring 
the Custom Electoral Code have 
not been quelled by its confirma-
tion of an August 2 election date, 
the first Saturday following four 
full years in office for the chiefs.

Leading the charge has been 
Amanda Simon, who was MCK’s 
former certified lands manager 
until her resignation last year, 
blaming a dysfunctional culture 
for her departure.

Simon, who confirmed Tues-
day that she intends to run for a 
Council seat in the next election, 
has characterized the MCK’s 
failure to begin the process for a 
June 14 election as a power grab 
and a breach of the document that 
outlines local governance.

“We thank them for calling 
the election. Now we demand 
they make it a legitimate one,” 
said Simon. “Let me be clear, 
we’re not here today to stir more 
division. We’re here to restore 
order, respect, and rightful gover-
nance in our community.”

Her goal in holding a press 
conference on the subject this 
week was to ramp up the pressure 
on Council to reverse course and 
abide by the election code by 
calling a June 14 election, she 
said, referring to it as a “pressure 
conference.”

“I have called this press 
conference because the people of 
Kanesatake deserve transparency, 
accountability, and leadership 
that follows its own rules, not one 
that twists them behind closed 
doors,” said Simon at Tuesday’s 
event, boosted by a handful of 
community members.

This characterization has 
been rejected by Council mem-
bers, who argue a June 14 date 
would constitute an early election.

At issue are two clauses that 
seem to contradict one another.

On the one hand, clause 12.22 
indicates that elections shall be 
held the second Saturday of June, 
except in the case of an early 
election. In 2025, that equates to 
June 14, meaning a callout for a 
chief electoral officer would have 
needed to go out by March 22, 12 
weeks earlier.

But the code also defines a 
Council term as four years long 
in clause 8.1, with an extension 
in the case of early elections, and 

that date doesn’t arrive until July 
31; the 2021 Council elections 
were held late, on July 31, 2021, 
with the COVID-19 pandemic 
mainly cited as the justification at 
the time.

The MCK communique 
announcing an August 2 elec-
tion date said this will follow a 
dissolution of Council on July 
31, exactly four years following 
the previous election. Simon has 
characterized the August 2 date as 
an illegal overreach that extends 
Council’s mandate by a day.

According to the MCK, legal 
counsel advised that the four-year 
term took precedence over the 
June date given an absence of ex-
plicit protocol for late elections in 
the code, a conclusion Simon has 
rejected in her calls for action.

“It’s not the role of the legal 
counsel to act as judge and jury, 
to reinterpret the code or to de-
cide that one clause takes prece-
dence over another,” Simon said. 
“These clauses are not in conflict. 

They hold equal weight and must 
be read in harmony, not twisted 
for political convenience.”

Asked to explain how these 
clauses do not conflict with one 
another, Simon said it should 
have been up to the community, 
not lawyers, to sort out any per-
ceived discrepancy.

“One doesn’t override anoth-
er just because a lawyer says that 
it does. Those kinds of questions 
should be brought to the people, 
not to your lawyer who unilater-
ally decides that the date of the 
election doesn’t take precedence 
over another clause.”

MCK chief Serge Otsi Simon 
dismissed claims that Council is 
clinging on to power.

“We’re going by the code, 
as imperfect as it might be,” said 
Serge.

“Honestly, I don’t care if the 
election is in June, July, or Sep-
tember. I don’t care as long as we 
have our election according to the 
code,” he said. “I have nothing to 

gain except what, a month and a 
half in that place, in the worst time 
of the year for our community, in 
the middle of summer? Give me a 
break.”

He suggested the proper 
recourse for the group opposing 
a summer election is the Federal 
Court.

“Take it to court and we’ll 
meet you there,” he said. “I’m 
sure the courts will want to hear 
us on an emergency basis. I’m 
confident this Council is going to 
walk away with a favorable deci-
sion that we did the right thing, 
and we did follow code.”

MCK chiefs Brant Etienne 
and Amy Beauvais both said 
they believe clause 12.22, “Elec-
tion Day shall be on the second 
Saturday of June, as set by the 
Mohawk Council, unless an early 
general election is held pursuant 
to sub-para. 8.2, or a by-election 
is held,” shouldn’t be read in iso-
lation, as 8.2 refers to 12.22.

Clause 8.1 dictates a four-
year term unless 8.2 applies. 
Clause 8.2 reads, “Where the 
Mohawk Council of Kanesatake 
was elected pursuant to an early 
general election, the term of office 
is extended to the next Election 
Day set out in para. 12.22, unless 
another early election is called.”

Etienne said Council first 
sought legal guidance on the 
length of the mandate to gain 
a better understanding of their 
timeline to enact the Kanesatake 
Law-Making Process and pursue 
community laws.

He said he believes the 
emphasis on the June date flows 
from a biased interpretation of the 

Continued on page 10
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Judge Comment: Language is a defining aspect of any culture and identity. Throughout Canada’s history, Indigenous languages were 
targeted and attempts were made to erase the important heritage that comes with it. In a seven-part series, Eve Cable profiles seven 
graduates of the Kanien’kéha Ratiwennahní:rats Adult Immersion Program as they learn the Kanien’kéha language. Each of these 
profiles showcase why learning the language was important for them. The articles highlight the individuals struggles, perseverance and 
ultimately why the Kanien’kéha language was important for them all. As Cable wrote in her submission, it can be an archive for 
individuals and the community to look back as the language is revitalized. This was a unique and beautifully-produced series.

Judge Comment: Almost every election has a bit of drama. Candidates 
are vying for a select number of seats and often have a differing viewpoint 
on how the community should be run in the coming years. The 2025 
election in Kanesatake took that drama to a new level. What seemed to 
be going mostly normal saw the election cancelled because of numerous 
issues, policy confusion, candidates made invalid, community meetings, 
governance questions, a trip to federal court and finally, a court decision 
that gave some clarity and stability. Through the months-long process, 
Marcus Bankuti wrote several in-depth articles to keep the community 
informed and navigated what was obviously a confusing and drawn-out 
saga that impacted Kanesatake.

Nunatsiaq News
Ann Hanson

The Eastern Door
Marcus Bankuti

Judge Comment: This was an incredibly powerful and emotional series that 
looked at the history of Inuit tradition of arranged marriages that contin-
ued up until the 1970s. In the three-part series, Ann Hanson mixes personal 
reflections and interviews to produce a captivating series from start to finish. 
It provides the reader with historical background on a mostly forgotten topic 
and casts it back into the public eye. It raises difficult memories, but allows for 
it to be discussed by the community and understand the role it played several 
decades ago.

The Eastern Door
Eve Cable
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Competition Comments: This category had a wide variety of features that were well reported and covered interesting topics. It was an incredibly difficult category to 
judge because of the fascinating topics. The communities these newspapers cover should feel fortunate to have such high-quality journalism they can rely on each week.

Judge: Greg Colgan



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A13

Best Business Story

“We aren’t just selling a 
building or a business,” a misty-
eyed Tara Shippers recently told 
the Low Down, seated in the bar 
of the 124-year-old Brennan’s Hill 
Hotel. “This place is an institu-
tion, it’s a piece of history…it has 
an energy all its own.” 

Shippers and her partner 
Billy Monette have decided, after 
much personal back-and-forth-
ing, to sell their establishment 
commonly known as The Hill, 
which has been in the Monette 
family for four generations. 

The Hill was built in 1901 and 
purchased by Louis Monette in 
1911. It was passed down from 
father to son, and then purchased 
by Billy’s mother, Mona, after her 

husband François died in 1968. 
Billy, now 70, bought the business 
in 1981 and has been running it 
ever since. But he’s been behind 
the bar even longer than that. 

“I was slinging beers even as 
a kid,” he said laughing. Now, he 
said, he serves the grandchildren 
of some of his former customers. 

In the 1970s and 80s The Hill 
was still operating as a hotel and 
hosted live music every weekend. 
This was the heyday for country 
pubs in the Gatineau Hills, Mon-
ette said, and locals came out 
in droves to dance, drink and 
socialize. 

Between 1971 and 1974, the 
mainstay act at The Hill was 
country music legend and long-
time host of CBC’s ‘On the Road 
Again’, Wayne Rostad. Rostad 

told the Low Down that he started 
his songwriting career while liv-
ing in a cabin in Brennan’s Hill 
and playing three times a week 
for a packed house at The Hill.

Rostad said that in those 
days, “it was standing room only 
on Friday and Saturday nights. 

“Every family from every 
farm and every town nearby 
would be out on the dance fl oor. 
Parents would leave the kids in 
the car and come in to tamar-
ack’er down. People would take 
o�  their boots and dance in their 
wool socks. The sweat would just 
be pouring o�  everyone, even in 
the winter time.

“Playing there was magical…
it was a joy,” he added.

Rostad said that during his 
three years playing regularly at 

The Hill he felt “adopted” by the 
Monette family. He said that “the 
Monette way” means looking out 
for everyone in the community 
and lending a hand whenever 
possible. He added, “Billy extols 
the virtues of the Monette family. 
He’s sweet and kind and good to 
all.” 

“A lot of people come here just 
to see Billy,” Shippers said. 

A bashful Monette retorted, 
“No, they come here for the 
booze.” 

Business is still booming, 
Monette and Shippers attest. 
After hockey games at the Low 
arena and during celebrations 
like St. Paddy’s Day you can still 
fi nd the bar teaming with locals. 
Although they said it isn’t quite 
what it used to be. 

“There’s a lot of changes 
being implemented,” Shippers 
said, referring to both changes 
in technology and new rules for 
establishments that serve alco-
hol. She added that she sees a 
“cultural shift going on. Drink-
ing has almost become the new 
smoking.” 

During COVID lockdowns 
when the couple were forced 
to close The Hill for nearly two 
years, they said they got a taste 
of what life would be like without 
a business to run. 

“I thought, ‘I could get used 
to this,’” said Monette, adding, 
“This isn’t an old man’s game.”

“This place is a life commit-
ment. I joke that sometimes it's 

The Brennan’s Hill Hotel was built in 1901 and has been owned by a member of the Monette family since 1911. The current owners Billy Monette and Tara Shippers didn’t want to be in the 
photo, telling the Low Down, “If anyone doesn’t know what we look like, they can come and see us.” Photo: Madeline Kerr

‘A piece of history’ 
for sale up the line

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Paging Dr. Green Thumb: Green Joÿ takes over 
Northbud facility in Venosta

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalism Initiative

 
Recreational cannabis users 

in the Hills can now buy local pot 
– 22 different strains of indica, 
sativa and hybrids – that are 
grown in Venosta. 

Green Joÿ Cannabis has 
taken over the former site of 
Northbud, the giant cannabis 
grow facility off Hwy 105 in Ven-
osta north of Low. Although 80 
per cent of Green Joÿ’s business 
is still producing medical-grade 
cannabis that is shipped over-
seas, recreational users can now 
purchase Green Joÿ’s commer-
cial products at the SQDC in 
Quebec and weed shops across 
Ontario. 

“We're over 22 strains now, 
all a various mix of high THC and 
balance strains with CBD,” said 
Green Joÿ COO Ryan Yablonsky, 
speaking about two chemicals 
– tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
and Cannabidiol (CBD) – found 
in cannabis. “One of our most 
popular strains is called Mango 
Cheese. It’s available here in 
Quebec and it’s a great medical 
product as well because it has a 
mid-range THC and a high CBD, 
so it’s a good balance.”

Green Joÿ founder and CEO 
Vincent St-Arnaud invited the 
Low Down for a recent tour of 
the 24,500 square-foot facility 
and explained the company’s 
backstory, which began in the 
Amazon rainforest in 2009 when 
St-Arnaud was in veterinary 
school. Back then, he was work-
ing with epileptic monkeys and 
the effect of CBD on the brain. 
When he returned to Canada, 
he met medical cannabis users 
who had been given licences to 
grow their own weed. When the 
Health Canada rules changed in 
2013 to allow private growers to 
grow cannabis for medical users, 
he quit school and began grow-
ing for two private clients. 

“That's when I cut my teeth 
into the cultivation side,” said 
St-Arnaud. Yablonsky said he 
was pushed to start Green Joÿ 
when he saw his clients suffering 
from cancer regain their appe-
tites, rediscover happiness and 
find joy in everyday life.

“One of them had cancer, 
so obviously the cannabis gave 
them an appetite. Honestly, just 
the happiness despite their con-
dition – that's really something 
that was clear in terms of the 
effect that [the cannabis] had,” 
said St-Arnaud. “We can go down 
the list of benefits, but really it 
comes down to their quality of 
life, [which] has improved and 
their happiness and joy; just 
overall, [their] joy has returned.”

Yablonsky said that the 
company purchased the former 
Northbud facility after Green 
Joÿ outgrew its other facility in 
L’Ange Gardien. 

According to Green Joÿ, the 
company currently exports about 
1,000 kilograms of cannabis per 
year and they are eyeing a major 
expansion/retrofit of the facility 
to increase their output to over 
4,000 kilograms per year. With 
both facilities – L’Ange Gardien 
and Venosta – the company will 
export roughly 8,000 kilograms 
of cannabis in 2025. 

“We've outgrown our inter-
nal capacity,” added Yablonsky. 
“And so when we came and 
saw this facility, and we walked 
through the doors, we just saw 
the opportunity here for growth. 
There's a process for [expansion] 
and as we move to that increased 
capacity, we'll be upgrading our 
licence.”

The move to Venosta has 
allowed the company to hire 
more workers – about 25 so far 
– and many of them are local, 
either living in Low, Venosta or 
Wakefield. 

The move has also shortened 
the workers’ commutes. One 

worker told the Low Down she 
spent nine years driving from 
Low to Ottawa for work. She 
now has a less than 10-minute 
commute. 

The staffers are passionate 
industry advocates who spent 
much of their careers running 
farms, studying agriculture or 
growing weed for years on the 
black market, before cannabis 
was legal in Canada.

Take operations manager 
Rebecca Duff: “I've worked in 
agriculture my whole life. I stud-
ied agriculture at McGill and 
then after that I started my own 
vegetable farm, west of Montreal. 
Then I started in the cannabis 
industry. I mean, I always kind 
of grew [cannabis for] personal 
[use] and I’ve always been pas-
sionate about it,” she said.

The Low Down got a tour 
of the facility and spoke with 
master grower Martin Herlihy, 
who used to run Wakefield's 
Cafe Molo years ago. We walked 
through a large room full of 840 
mature cannabis plants, their 
beefy buds ready to harvest in 
about two-weeks time. The room 
had a yellow tinge from the warm 
grow lights and its large green 
plants stretched on as far as the 
eye could see. Herlihy said that 
it’s hard to determine how much 
each plant will produce but the 
entire room and its 840 plants 
will produce between 50 and 70 
kilograms of cannabis. 

Herlihy has been the mas-
ter grower at Green Joÿ for five 
years and said he learned his 
growing techniques on the black 
market, learning from genera-
tions past who used to grow can-
nabis in the U.K. 

“I was just figuring it out as I 
grew up,” he said. “My uncle was 
growing consistently in the U.K. 
Most of my experience is indoor. 
He taught me a lot since I was 
eight until now. It’s better than 
slinging coffee.”

Because Green Joÿ started 
out as a medical cannabis com-
pany, their standards for grow-
ing, cultivating and selling their 
products have always been 
stricter. The company has fre-
quent audits and technical checks 
on their facility to ensure they 
are producing the highest grade 
of cannabis possible for medical 
users. But that means that Green 
Joÿ’s recreational users can 
also enjoy the higher standard 
of their growing techniques and 
quality control as their commer-
cial-grade products.

Touring through the facility, 
it was clear how strict Green Joÿ 
is when it comes to quality con-
trol. This reporter had to put on 
a lab coat, beard and hair net, 

and shoe covers just to enter the 
grow areas. 

“It's really pharmaceutical, 
so there are extra rules that you 
have to abide by,” said St-Ar-
naud. “Yes, there's Health Can-
ada here that regulates the whole 
cannabis industry but it's still not 
up to pharmaceutical standards. 
So, with our production, we need 
to test everything at third-party 
laboratories, and we're looking 
at not just the cannabinoid con-
tent of THC and CBD but also the 
microbial load that is present in 
the overall product, along with 
other variables.” He said their 
products are governed by the 
European Pharmacopeia, whose 
standards are higher than those 
of Health Canada. 

Master grower Martin Herlihy walks among the 840 mature cannabis plants that will be ready to harvest – and 
smoke – in about two weeks. Photo: Trevor Greenway
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BOOKSTORE VIBES

by Ross Murray

We tend to have roman�c no�ons about bookstores – a 
place of imagina�on, escape, wisdom, and, yes, romance 
itself. Certainly, that aspect spoke to Anne-Marie Bailey 
when she thought about purchasing Black Cat Books in 
Lennoxville.  
“It's like stories and possibili�es and other worlds, and I 
think that appeals to me, the escapism part of books and 
reading,” she says, si�ng on the porch of her kaleidoscope 
of a store. 
But at the end of the day, a bookstore is a business, and 
that has been the steepest learning curve for Anne-Marie, 
who felt when she purchased Black Cat three years ago 
this past October that she was not the most suitable 
person to do so. 
“I've never worked in a bookstore. I don’t have any training 
in library science. I'm not a writer. I didn't study English. I 
didn't go to university,” she says. “All I really have going for 
me is a passion for books.”
She was also interested in doing something different. 
Anne-Marie had been working at Lennoxville & District 
Community Aid next door to Black Cat for several years but 
had been looking for other opportuni�es, including maybe 
working at the bookstore. When it instead came up for 
sale, Anne-Marie made inquiries but assumed someone 
more experienced would step up. But there were no 
takers, so Anne-Marie took the plunge. 
With a voca�onal accoun�ng course in hand and some 
basic business knowledge, Anne-Marie began training 
under the store’s owner of 25 years, Janice LaDuke.
“If I'd had to start from scratch, I don't think I would be 
doing as well today,” says Anne-Marie, though making an 
actual living from the store, she says, is “ques�onable.” 

Complica�ng ma�ers is that much of space in the �ny 
shop’s labyrinth of shelves is given over to used books. 
New books are up front, including a sec�on dedicated to 

local authors, and there is a cozy chair in a central posi�on 
suitable for lazy reading. But the back two thirds of the 
store contain an ever-rota�ng selec�on of pre-loved books. 
Contrary to popular belief, Black Cat doesn’t purchase used 
books. Instead, most are donated (some�mes dumped on 
the doorstep), and Anne-Marie has the task of deciding 
what to keep. 
“I just go through and see what looks interes�ng, what's in 
good condi�on,” she says. “The non-fic�on is a lot more 
challenging because you need to make sure it’s not too old 
and no longer relevant. I end up doing a lot of, well, I 
wouldn't even say it's research, but just looking things up.”
And some�mes, she says, it’s just “vibes.” 
There’s a vibe to bookstores themselves. Generally, people 
feel good that they exist. That might be even more the 
case for Black Cat, which is the Eastern Townships’ only 
dedicated English bookstore east of Lake Memphremagog. 
(There are French books too.) While Anne-Marie feels a 
certain sense of responsibility in this regard, she doesn’t 
let it weigh on her. It’s a business, she says, and the 
challenge is less legacy than trying to an�cipate what 
customers want – so she can sell some books and con�nue 
(trying) to make a living. 
Black Cat does, however, try to support local authors by 
stocking their books and holding readings. “It's about 
building community and having a place for people,” says 
Anne-Marie.
But again, like the bookstore itself, people are o�en more 
happy with the idea of readings than actually a�ending 
them. 
“I did a lot of author events in the first year, and it was a 
challenge to schedule authors and do the publicity, and I 
didn't find them to be well a�ended, so it discouraged 
me,” she says. “I want to support local authors, and I don't 
think everything has to be a money generator, but if 
nobody's coming, is it worth the effort?”
This year, Anne-Marie has started holding events again. 
Over Thanksgiving weekend, Black Cat hosted Townships 
writers Rebecca Papucaru and Tanya Bellehumeur-Alla�. 
About 17 people a�ended – a big turnout for such a �ny 
space. 
“Almost too many, really!” Anne-Marie reported. 
Social media is one way to promote these events, and 
Anne-Marie maintains ac�ve Facebook and Instagram 
accounts, where she posts recent acquisi�ons and engages 
followers with “Watcha Reading Wednesday.” 
It’s new mixed with the old. And despite technology, 
people s�ll want to read physical books, says Anne-Marie.  
“I recently had somebody looking for a cookbook, saying 
that she doesn't like ge�ng the recipes online because 
they're full of ads, or you click on something and it jumps 
to another page. ‘I just want the book, I just want the 

Three Years of Running Black Cat Books

Judge Comment: Trevor Greenway’s well-written story of a growing 
local business weaves together both the news of the expansion with the 
stories of the employees themselves. That mix ensures the piece has a 
good balance between a straight ahead business story and a feature.

Judge Comment: Ross Murray tells the story of a newish bookstore 
owner reflecting on her first few years in the business. The relaxed 
writing style makes it seem more like a chat with a friend rather 
than a dry recitation of the triumphs and challenges of running a 
shop. Great use of quotes from the owner gives the reader a good 
sense of what to expect should they decide to go book shopping in 
Lennoxville.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Madeline Kerr

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway

Townships Sun
Ross Murray 

Judge Comment: Too often, writers overuse quotations turning what 
could be a tight and interesting story into a bloated mess. However, 
Madeline Kerr gives readers a master class on when to quote and when 
to paraphrase, all while ensuring that the subjects’ unique voices leap 
off the page. The story of The Hill is fascinating in its own right, but 
by expertly capturing the voices of the owners and their conversation, 
Kerr tells the reader more about the place and the people behind it than 
would a hundred less deftly written articles. Fantastic job.

3

1

2

 
Judge: Gordon Cameron
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BIG HEADLINE Orporrorit el epudit quis num 
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acesciendae asta lu maiorum 
eum fuga. Itasi omnias eos 
digenihit laborec temodis et 
dolupta iusant. 
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Turtle Taxi 
worth the 
friendly 
fare

BY KENDALL KNOWLTON
Contributing writer

Screech! You just ran over a 
turtle or found one injured – now 
what? 

Don’t just leave it there. Call 
the Taxi Carapace. 

The Nature Conservancy of 
Canada (NCC) re-announced 
May 20 a program that helps 
injured turtles. It is encouraging 
the public to call when they fi nd 
an injured turtle and/or become 
a volunteer.

The Taxi Carapace is a vol-
unteer-based transportation 
service for turtles in Quebec that 
safely and quickly transports 
them to the Centre de réhabili-
tation des tortues du Québec 
(CRTQ), an organization that 
helps turtle conservation and 
has been around since 2018. It is 
located at the Centre d’explora-
tion du Parc de la Rivière-des-
Mille-Îles in Laval. 

Those who run over or fi nd 
injured turtles are encouraged 
to call Taxi Carapace and stay 
with the creature until help 

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalism Initiative

Aline Maisonneuve wasn’t 
given a bath for over two weeks 
while under the care of nurses 
at the Villa des Brises long-term 
care home in Gatineau, a report 
by Quebec’s complaint commis-
sion suggests. 

Quebec’s Commissioner for 
Complaints and Quality of Servi-
ces found that the Masham sen-
ior, who died April 14, 2024, two 
days after being found unrespon-
sive in her long-term care room 
in Gatineau, was the victim of 
“physical and organizational 
abuse through negligence” by 
sta�  at the care home and the 
CISSS de l'Outaouais home sup-
port (SAD) clinical team. 

Before she was taken to 
the Hull Hospital, witnesses 
reported hearing her scream 
throughout the night – screams 
that went unanswered. She was 
then found unconscious and 

Masham 
senior was 
‘victim of 
abuse’
‘MAJOR 
SHORTCOMINGS’ 
AT VILLA DES 
BRISES

Hard-shelled 
land dwellers 
vulnerable
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Q: Bigfoot frequently gets confused for a Sasquatch. Yeti never complains. 
Thanks to Jeffery Ferguson for this fantastic dad joke. 

PAGE 3  Spa suit: 
Le Nordik vs. Chelsea 
over water issues

PAGE 8 Seniors' home 
crunch: Region short 
140 long-term beds

PAGE 5 Notch Rd's 
bronze medal: For 
worst road in QC
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gauvinimmobilier.com161 route 105, Wakefield, QC, J0X 3G0

FIT FOR A FIT FOR A 
KINGKING

King Charles III (right) couldn’t wait to get his hands on a falafel made by Ahmad Altaouil, a Syrian refugee 
who was sponsored by Wakefi eld for Refugees in 2016.  In fact, it was one of the Royal Family’s fi rst stops in 
Ottawa, May 26, as His Majesty, along with Queen Camilla, Prime Minister Mark Carney and his wife, Diana 
Fox Carney, made their way to Lansdowne Park for some food, refreshments and a game of road hockey. Some 
Hills hockey players had the honour of showing his majesty the ropes, as Masham’s Journey Halfhide, 11, and 
Chelsea's Harper Totten, 12, were selected to play in the friendly game. King Charles and Queen Camilla of-
fi cially opened Parliament this week in Ottawa. Photo: courtesy Ahmad Altaouil
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 Aggu elects MLA 
Edward Attagutaluk

Looking back at 
2025's biggest 

stories
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Jeff Pelletier 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
Transparency, Inuit re-
cruitment and officers’ 
well-being are some of the 
issues Chief Supt. Kent 
Pike prioritized Dec. 10 as 
he took command of the 
Nunavut RCMP.  

Pike was welcomed as 
the 10th commanding offi-
cer of the RCMP’s V Divi-
sion in a ceremony held 
inside an Iqaluit airport 
hangar. 

The approximately 
hour-long event was a sea 
of scarlet, with officers 
wearing their traditional 

red serge uniforms. They 
presented a display of 
RCMP traditional drills to 
celebrate Pike in his new 
role, as about 40 invited 
guests looked on. 

“I’m committed to the 
territory and I’m going to 
do my best for everyone,” 
Pike told reporters after 
the ceremony. 

Of the 157 RCMP offi-
cers working in Nunavut, 
only four are Inuit. 

Pike said he wants to 
improve local recruitment 
and representation. He 
plans to build on the work 

Dominique Gené 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
With racist comments 
from his past resurfac-
ing, Nunavik’s newly 
appointed police chief 
says he’s committed to 
proving himself as an ac-
countable leader.  

“I was a young con-
stable and I made a mis-
take,” Jean-François 
Bernier said in an inter-
view Dec. 12. “I don’t 
shy away from it. I took 
full responsibility.” 

In 2002, Bernier 
called a detained indi-
vidual the N-word and 
imitated the man’s ac-
cent while working as a 
police officer in Quebec 
City. Only Bernier’s col-
league Dominic Lambert 
was present when he 

made the comment. 
The remarks were 

deemed unjustified, in a 
police ethics committee 
ruling from Feb. 3, 2006. 
The committee investi-
gates complaints against 
officers. Its ruling said 
racist speech from police 
cannot be tolerated and 
that comments like the 
one Bernier made under-
mine public trust. 

At the time, Bernier’s 
counsel argued the com-
ments were not evidence 
of racism and compared 
them to casual swearing 
or blasphemy. 

Bernier also ex-
plained to the committee 
that he spoke out of frus-
tration and repeated 
provocation by the de-
tainee, including threats 
and offensive comments. 

The committee found 
the explanations credi-
ble, but not enough to 
justify or excuse the 
comments themselves. 

That same man was 
detained naked, which 
the committee also 
found unacceptable. 

Bernier and his col-
league each received a 
four-day suspension 
without pay for abusing 
their authority. Bernier 
also got a reprimand for 
the racist comments, as a 
result of the 2006 ruling. 

His appointment last 
month to head the 
Nunavik Police Service 
came after weeks of in-
terviews and discussions 
about his career and 
leadership, said Denis 
Abbott, spokesperson 
for Kativik Regional 
Government. 

“Mr. Bernier pre-
sented as a knowledge-
able and engaging 
leader with considerable 
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Nunavut’s new top cop prioritizes Inuit recruitment 
RCMP Chief Supt. Kent Pike 
takes charge of V division, where  
only 4 of 157 officers  are Inuit 

Nunavik police chief faces 
scrutiny over racist remarks 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᑖᖅ ᐸᓖᓯ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔾᔨᒍᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᓐᓂᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕐᓗᓂ Jean-François Bernier vows to be 

accountable and lists building 
trust among top priorities  

ᔨᐊᕝ ᐱᓚᑎᐃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᖓ 
 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐃᓄᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐸᓖᓯᓂᓪᓗ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᐊᕈᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᖅ 
ᑭᐊᓐᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔾᔨᓗᓂ ᑏᓰᑉᐱᕆ 10−ᒥᑦ 
ᑎᒍᓯᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖑᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.  

ᐸᐃᒃ ᑐᓐᖓᓱᑦᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᖁᓕᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇ -
ᐃᒃᑯᑎᓕᒻᒥᑦ “V−ᒥᑦ” ᐸᓖᓱᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲ -
ᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᐅᑉ 
ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᖃᕐᕕᖓᓐᓂ. 

ᑕᒫᓂᖃᐃ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᐸᓗᒻᒥ ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᑦᑎᐊᕙᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᓂᒃ. 
ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓘ -
ᓲᖑᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ 
ᐃᓂᒋᓂᐊᓕᖅᑕᖓᓐᓂ, 40−ᓂᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 

“ᐱᓕᕆᔪᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᐱᓱᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓄᑦ,” 
ᐸᐃᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᖅ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ 157−ᓂᑦ ᐸᓖᓯᓂᒃ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᑎᓴᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓪᓚᕆᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 

ᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᑎᑦᑎ -
ᒐᓱᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎ -
ᑖᖅᑐᕐᓗᓂ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᔅᓴᓂᓪᓗ. ᐱᓕᕆᖃ  - 
ᑎᖃᕈᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖑᓚᖅᑐᒥᑦ, ᐋᓐᓂᓘ 
ᐹᑲᑖᒥᑦ, ᐃᓄᓐᓂᓪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᒋᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓴᕈᒪᓪᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 

“ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐅᑉᐱᕆᔭᔅᓴᐅᒻᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᓂᒃ,” ᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᒪᐃᒃ ᑐᕼᐊᒻ, ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐸᓖᓯᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐ ᓂᓗ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔫᒥᔪᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃ -
ᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕋᓱᓐᓂᐊᕐᖓᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓴᕋ -
ᐃᓪᓗᒋᓪᓗ. 

“ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕈᒪᒐᑦᑕ ᓄᓇᓐᓂᑦ, 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᐸᓪᓗᐊᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒍᒪᑉᐸᑕ,” 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᕼᐊᒻ. 

ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᖅ ᑭᐊᓐᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ ᖁᓕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕐᓂᑦ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑎᓕᒻᒥᑦ “V−ᒥᑦ” ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ, 
ᑎᓴᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ 157−ᓂᒃ 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

RCMP officers raise their hats Dec. 10 in honour of Andrew Blackadar, who retired as Nunavut’s commanding officer this year. 
(Photo by Jeff Pelletier) CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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The PinesThe PinesReporter
A weekly section dedicated to 

Kanehsatake in The Eastern Door!

Send us your news tips, share your stories, 
celebrate your community!

CONNECTING WITH ALL OUR RELATIONS, 
TODAY AND TOMORROW

Former land manager under investigation
MARCUS BANKUTI

The easTern Door

LocaL JournaLism iniTiaTive 
reporTer

The former Mohawk Council 
of Kanesatake (MCK) land man-
ager, who has positioned herself 
as the candidate of ethics and 
transparency in the stalled MCK 
elections, has come under fire 
after an anonymous letter detailed 
allegations that she abused her 
office for personal gain.

The Eastern Door has learned 
that a criminal complaint pertain-
ing to practices at the MCK Lands 
Office under her tenure is expect-
ed to be submitted by Surete du 
Quebec (SQ) investigators to the 
office of the director of criminal 
and penal prosecutions (DPCP), 
which will analyze the case and 
consider whether charges will be 
filed.

Many community members 
have privately wondered whether 
the anonymous letter mailed out 
a couple of weeks ago levelling 
allegations against Amanda Si-
mon, who held the post of land 
manager for about 15 years until 
she resigned in 2024, has merit.

The mysterious document 
was mailed to local addresses, 
some reportedly outdated, and 
delineated 16 land transactions 
involving Simon and/or her son 
Jake Guindon, some of which 
touched on related lots. It also 
includes email excerpts to back 

up an allegation that Simon 
orchestrated a rigged auction in 
April 2023.

Simon has publicly dis-
missed the letter as baseless, piv-
oting to what she characterized as 
a breach of personal information 
entrusted to the band office.

“Obviously it’s an inside job 
where somebody has access to 
the mailing list, and it’s obvious 
somebody had access to emails,” 
Simon told The Eastern Door.

“I’m not participating in 
a smear campaign where I did 
absolutely nothing wrong, and if 
their only aim is to get me off the 
ballot, I wish them luck.”

She emphasized in a state-
ment, as she did publicly, that all 
agreements she entered into were 
with willing sellers.

However, Simon seemingly 
admitted in a call with The East-
ern Door to the letter’s central 
revelation that, as certified land 
manager, she apparently facilitat-
ed a private auction for two pairs 
of two lots on Kanesatake Mo-
hawk Territory in Oka Village, 
then owned by Eric Nelson, and 
used knowledge of these bids to 
acquire the properties for herself.

Asked who was informed to 
be able to participate, Simon said 
it was “the regular suspects of 
who can afford that kind of land.”

In a written comment to 
The Eastern Door in the days 
following this interview, Simon 
continued to argue that nothing 

untoward was done.
“The allegation that I manip-

ulated bids in land sales is patent-
ly false. The bidding process for 
the so-called ‘Indian village’ lots 
was not administered by me - it 
was called and run by the prop-
erty owner, Eric Nelson. I had 
no authority over that process. 
To mischaracterize those sales 
as misconduct is both misleading 
and defamatory,” she wrote.

Emails included in the 
anonymous letter demonstrate 
that Deborah Rennie and Russell 
Denis bid a combined $135,000 
for the lots - $115,000 for one 
set and $20,000 for the other - in 
an email addressed to Amanda 
Simon, with Simon’s assistant 
at the time, Paige O’Brien, and 
incumbent portfolio chief Brant 
Etienne in copy.

Simon subsequently sent an 
email requesting that her match-
ing bid be accepted. This email 
appears to be sent in a reply to 
Rennie with the same people in 
copy and then forwarded to Nel-
son, the properties’ owner at the 
time.

Simon objected to a premise 
in one of The Eastern Door’s 
questions in the call that if she 
were conducting an auction by 
virtue of her job, that her purchase 
was, owing to her knowledge of 
the bids, secured at the best pos-
sible price.

“It wasn’t the best possible 
price,” she interjected. “If you 

want to talk to anybody, I paid 
very good money for that, and I 
doubt anybody in this community 
would have been able to do the 
same.”

Challenged about whether 
using the information in the auc-
tion would not be a conflict of in-
terest in acquiring lands privately, 
she said, “I didn’t think so. It 
wasn’t my intention at the time.”

She repeatedly denied that 
this situation represented a con-
flict of interest.

“It was done on the up and 
up. There’s absolutely no conflict 
of interest at all. At the end of the 
day, it’s between the seller and the 
buyer,” she said.

She later said, “If I had want-
ed to buy those lands outright 
from the very beginning, even be-
fore putting it on auction, I would 
have done that. The only thing 
that I was doing was proving to 
the guy that I was giving him a 
really, really good price.”

She later transferred the lots 
to Guindon, her son. The transfers 
cited in the document are backed 
up by public records that have 
been verified by The Eastern 
Door.

Simon is among those in 
the community named most fre-
quently on parcel abstract reports. 
While some of the lots she has 
possessed, as she pointed out 
in a restrained public response, 
were passed down by family, 
there were other transactions that 

occurred while Simon was land 
manager.

The acquisition of lands, of 
course, is not illegal. However, 
aggressive land purchasing and 
questions about whether her 
office was used inappropriately 
to advance her own family’s 
holdings have raised concerns 
in Kanesatake, where virtually 
every issue can be boiled down 
to the land and its scarcity after 
hundreds of years of colonial land 
theft.

“I started looking to purchase 
a lot to build a house on (over a 
decade ago) because we have ac-
cess to a subsidy to help out,” said 
a single parent, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity and will 
be referred to by the pseudonym 
of Alex.

Alex said they occasionally 
inquired about the availability of 
land to Simon. “During that time, 
I was always told that there was 
no land for sale,” Alex said.

They moved their family 
around to multiple residences 
within the postal code that is 
shared by Kanesatake and Oka.

“Having to move four times 
is extremely taxing and stressful 
and anxiety-inducing,” Alex said. 
“Being a single parent, and my 
children are younger, I had to hire 
movers. It was super expensive.”

Eventually, Alex made the 
hard choice to give up on settling 
on the territory. When their kids 

Continued on page 9

Judge Comment: An important piece of journalism that shows how 
reporting can hold the powerful to account.

Judge Comment: A well-explained story that probed all aspects of a 
controversial and difficult subject.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway

The Eastern Door
Marcus Bankuti

Judge Comment: Excellent journalism and in-depth work on a critical 
story to the community.

Nunatsiaq News 
Dominique Gené 3

1

2

Competition Comments: I was impressed with all the entries. This category was difficult to judge because of the quality of all the articles.  
Thank you to those who submitted their work and for continuing to do important journalism.

Judge: David Pugliese
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SPORTS MORE SPORTS ONLINE AT 
THESUBURBAN.COM

By Mark Lidbetter
The Suburban

Alan Maislin’s love of hockey keeps him 
trucking on the ice, just as his family’s icon-
ic Maislin Trucks (now Maisliner) keeps 
trucking on the roadways of North Amer-
ica. Maislin’s commitment to the game has 
resulted in the soon to be 80-year-old to 
be inducted into the 80’s Plus Hockey Hall 
of Fame this past May. The induction was 
more than a ceremony, it was a testament 
to Maislin’s enduring love for hockey, fam-
ily, and the pleasant surprises that come 
with age. Maislin was caught totally off 
guard as he never even knew such a Hall of 
Fame existed.

For years, he played in the local league 
with his sons, occasionally sh aring the ice 
with his grandchildren. Hockey was simply 
a thread connecting generations. “I come 
in on Monday to play with my kids,” Alan 
Maislin said. “It’s a great sport. It’s a great, 
great sport, and I love it, and I’ve been very 
privileged to be able to play. Now what’s 
exciting is I play with my kids, and I have 
the ability many nights to play with my 
grandchildren. Last week, I was partners 
on defence with my grandson, so he’s 20 
and I’m 80.”

It was his sons JJ and Michael who put 
their father forward for consideration. 
“When we heard about the Hall, we knew 
we had to nominate him,” JJ Maislin said.

When Maislin arrived at the season’s end 
party, he had no hint of what awaited him. 
Entering the restaurant, he was greeted by 
his wife, daughters-in-law, and grandchil-
dren all gathered knowing why they were 
there. “Geez, my boys must have organized 
this, “Maislin recounted. “Isn’t that nice? 

They invited all the families.” Little did he 
know what the real reason was for the fam-
ily presence.

Among the guests was Nicolas Matos-
sian, one of the directors of the 80’s Plus 
Hall of Fame. After a few speeches, the an-
nouncement came that Maislin would be 
inducted into the 80’s Plus Hall of Fame. 
The news blindsided Maislin; he had abso-
lutely no idea this was in store.

Maislin’s roots in hockey stretch back 
to his youth, where he attended a walk-on 
tryout for Saint Laurent. He recalls getting 
into a scrap during that first session, a mo-
ment that caught the coach’s eye. “You’re 
not great,” the coach admitted, “but I like 
the way you think.” He played the entire 

season, taking on the gritty role of one of 
the team’s goons. That coach promised 
Maislin that “you listen to me; I’ll teach 
you how to play the game,” and Maislin has 
been playing the game ever since.

He plays regularly in a league near his 
home up north as well as venturing into 
the city for games at LCC’s Glen Chaman-
dy Arena, but Maislin’s love of the game far 
extends from his on-ice play as a defensem-
an. Alan “Clutch and Grab” Maislin has so 
many connections to the game. From his 
family’s involvement with the Canadians 
for many years to his development of the 
Israeli hockey program.

The adage of you can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks doesn’t apply as Maislin always 

looks to improve his skills. Later this 
summer Maislin and a group of long-time 
friends will head to Niagara Falls for hockey 
school and a game against Buffalo Sabres 
alumni members. “I belong to a business 
group, and in the business group, we’re 
a bunch of guys that like to play hockey,” 
he said. “Each year we visit two NHL cities 
and we play two games in those NHL cities. 
We all realized that once you stop playing 
youth hockey you never again practice or 
get better. We decided to start a hockey 
school, and we’ve been all over the world. 
Number one, we want to get in shape. 
Number two, we want to continue to learn 
how to play better. I’s not bad at 80 to get 
out there and learn how to play the game.”

Playing against the Sabres alumni team 
is very apropos for Maislin because in his 
HOF hockey card Maislin sports a Buffalo 
Sabres sweater, and with good reason as he 
headed a group that attempted to buy the 
franchise in 2004.

Just what keeps Maislin taking to the ice? 
“The first thing is, you got to stay in shape,” 
he said. “I don’t go on the ice unless I’m 
in shape. You’ve got to stay in shape to the 
best of your ability and enjoy the game. It’s 
fun and for me, it’s a privilege to be old and 
get to play with my kids and grandkids.”

Prior to the induction ceremony in Ot-
tawa, a special game took place, featuring 
the new Hall of Fame members. The arena 
was packed with family and friends cheer-
ing on the aged athletes with a chorus of 
“Go, grandpa, go.” The entire event was 
more than an honour for Maislin, it was a 
chance to be competitive again, to lace up 
his skates and play the game he loved, with 
family and friends in attendance. n

Alan Maislin keeps on trucking on the ice

There’s the Punch Line, the French Connection and the Production Line to name a few. This is 
the Maislin Line, sons JJ (left) and Michael with their father Alan in the middle prior to their 
regular Monday night game at LCC.
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HANDYMAN AND

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS
Reliable, experienced, 
prompt repairs and 
motor replacements. 
Free estimates within 
reasonable distance. 10% 
discount for Seniors and 
West Island residents. 
Located in West Island. 
Open 7 days/ week. Call 
Scott or Philippe for true 
quality workmanship and 
reasonable price:

514-966-7287

REPAIRS / GENERAL

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN and profession-
al  painting.  Home Solutions
b y  A i m e  P e r r i e r .  C a l l
( 4 3 8 ) 4 0 2 - 4 4 5 6 .

AVIS PUBLIC

CALENDRIER 2026
DES SÉANCES MENSUELLES DU CONSEIL 

Avis Public est par les présentes donné par la 
soussignée, Greffière, que lors de sa séance ordinaire 
tenue le lundi 14 juillet 2025, le Conseil municipal de 
Côte Saint-Luc a adopté le calendrier de ses séances 
ordinaires mensuelles pour l’année 2026, comme suit :

19 janvier 13 juillet
16 février 10 août
16  mars 14 septembre
20  avril   5 octobre
11  mai   9 novembre
15  juin 14 décembre

Les séances se tiendront à la salle du conseil, à l’hôtel 
de ville, situé au 5801, boulevard Cavendish à 20h00.

DONNÉ À Côte Saint-Luc, ce 23ième jour de juillet 2025

Me Pascalie Tanguay
Greffière

Pour plus d’information, veuillez communiquer avec 
Florine Agbognihoue at 514 485-6800 poste 1704 ou :
fagbognihoue@cotesaintluc.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

CALENDAR FOR THE 2026 
MONTHLY SITTINGS OF COUNCIL

Public Notice is hereby given by the Undersigned, 
City Clerk, that at its Regular Sitting held on Monday,   
July 14, 2025, the Côte Saint-Luc City Council adopted 
the calendar for its Regular Monthly Sittings for 2026, 
as follows:

January 19th    July 13th

February 16th  August 10th

March 16th  September 14th 
April 20th October 5th    
May 11th November 9th 
June 15th  December 14th 

Sittings will be held at 8:00 P.M. in the council chamber 
at the City Hall located at 5801 Cavendish Boulevard.  

GIVEN AT Côte Saint-Luc, this 23rd day of July 2025

Me Pascalie Tanguay
City Clerk

For further information, please contact Florine 
Agbognihoue at (514) 485-6800 ext. 1704 or at:
fagbognihoue@cotesaintluc.org

www.cotesaintluc.org

RENOVATIONS

ROOFING & ROOFING & 
RENOVATIONRENOVATION

Call us for a FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

Over 30 years of experience

Fully licensed and insured RBQ#8107413037

DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS AND ESSENTIAL WORKERS

PERFECT RENOVATIONS
514-418-9037

Residential & Residential & 
CommercialCommercial

Bathrooms, Finish Bathrooms, Finish 
Basement, Dry Basement, Dry 
walls, Ceramic walls, Ceramic 

tiles, Plumbing, tiles, Plumbing, 
Painting, Painting, 

Hardwood and Hardwood and 
floating floors, floating floors, 
Balcony, Brick, Balcony, Brick, 

Wood patio decks Wood patio decks 
and more.and more.

We install and repair all kinds We install and repair all kinds 

of roofs, shingles, tar & gravel, of roofs, shingles, tar & gravel, 

membrane roofs  membrane roofs  

and others.and others.

ROOFING

JJ..FF..   ROOFER:  ALL  TYPES  OF
ROOFS,  ALUMINUM/GUT-
TERS.  Air  vent,  Skylight.
Brick, chimney, pointing & ce-
ment  work.  Fiberglass  or
wood  balconies.  Caulking.
Steel  or  aluminum  railings.
Flashings. Siding. Soffit. Cell:
(514)898-5542.

MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE EEMMMMAA
Roofing Toiture

Repairs and maintenance of
all  types  of  roofing.  Clean
gutters.  Vinyl,  aluminum,
can-excel siding. Free estim-
ate. 438-868-3886.

CARS FOR SALE

514-685-5666

$ $
 7 days a week  
Any condition

FOR SCRAP

WANTED:
CARS, TRUCKS  

OR VANS

AVIS PUBLICS / PUBLIC NOTICES

AVIS PUBLICS / PUBLIC NOTICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

ON OUR NEWSPAPER

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.thesuburban.com

Dec. 3 - Dec. 9, 2025Page 14  - THE LOW DOWN TO HULL AND BACK NEWS

Ski Paradise & North American under the new LED lighting.
Now offering the most night skiing terrain in The Hills!

www.campfortune.com info@campfortune.com 819-827-1717

Low Down on Skiing in the Hills

Ski your Buns O� 

FREERIDING AND 
LOVINGLOVING IT
At 43, Rupert dad takes on the 
best skiers, on the best mountains

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
editor@lowdownonline.com 

If you had told Nick Steers as 
a teenager that at 43 he would 
be skiing the tops of some of 
the world’s highest mountains 
against some of the world’s top 
skiers – all with his wife and 
daughter in tow – he would have 
laughed in your face. 

But today Steers isn’t laugh-
ing. He’s smiling – a grateful 
ear-to-ear expression that cap-
tures his gratitude for the things 
he’s been able to accomplish 
in his thrilling career: skiing 
against the best and across the 
globe – fi ve continents, scores 

of renowned slopes – all without 
missing time at home with his 
family. 

The Rupert father and hus-
band has been able to do some-
thing that most dads can’t 
– continue to compete 
at the highest level                                             
of freeride ski-
ing — a form 
of skiing that 
involves ski-
ing on natural, 
ungroomed and 
unmarked terrain. 

He recalls the fi rst time 
he took his wife and newborn 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

SLASH THAT POW: Rupert resident, dad, husband and freeride 
skier Nick Steers slashes some powder at Palisades Tahoe in 
California for a photo shoot with local legendary skier turned 
photographer Jeff Engerbretson. The event was the Ikon Pass 
“Crew Camp,” a week-long event for sponsored riders to show 
off the mountain. 
Photo courtesy of Ikon Pass & Palisades Tahoe/ Jeff Engerbretson

Judge Comment: A wonderful piece about the love of hockey and 
one man’s drive to beat the odds, playing well past his prime. 
Strong storytelling and an interesting read.

Judge Comment: A very unique profile about an athlete taking his 
sport by storm at the surprising age of 40. Really strong writing, as 
the writer takes you into the busy life of an adventure skier.

The Equity
K.C. Jordan

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Trevor Greenway

Judge Comment: A great story about friendship and perseverance. It was 
well written and well told, bringing the reader behind the scenes of two 
close friends and their respective journey in softball

The Suburban 
Mark Lidbetter3

1

2

Judge: Jeff  Hamilton
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ᐋᑎ ᓴᑮᓯᐊᓐᒧᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎ 

 
ᕇᑕ ᐱᒐᓚᒃ ᐃᓯᕋᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᕝᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓂᖓᓂ ᐸᑕ ᐃᓯᒐᐅᔭᕐᓄᑦ 
ᑐᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒥ ᐊᖓᔪᖓᓂ ᐅᐃᓪᒪᒥ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ 
ᕿᐊᓱᙳᔭᕇᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ.  

ᐊᕙᓗᔭᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐄᔾᔭᑉᒥᐅᑕᑐᖃᓂ ᑲᒥᓪᓛᕈᑎᓂ, ᑯᐃᓐ 
ᕕᒃᑐᐊᕆᐊ ᑲᒥᓪᓛᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᐃᐅᓪᕕᔅ ᐳᕋᔅᓕᐅᑉ ᐃᓯᒐᐅᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᔮᓐ ᓚᓂᓐ ᑲᒫᓗᖏᓐᓂ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ. 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᑯᓕᒑᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᒥᒃ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᒻᒥᖕᓄᑦ, ᐱᒐᓚᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ. 

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᕙᔅᑎᓐ ᕗᑦᔅᒥ, ᐸᕼᐅᑉ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᖓ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᖓᔪᒌᒃ ᐱᕕᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓂᕐᒥ ᒥᑭᑦᑐᑯᓗᖕᓂ ᖃᐅᓪᓗᖅᑕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᓂ ᑲᒥᖕᓂᑦ. 
ᕿᓯᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕈᕆᐊᑦ ᑕᖅᓯᖅᓱᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᖑᑦᑐᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕋᙳᐊᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖑᐱᓗᒃᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᓛᖏᑕ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. 
ᑲᒥᖕᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒥᖅᓱᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐅᕕᓂᕈᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᖃᐅᓪᓗᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᒡᒐᒃᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ. 

ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐊᖓᔪᒌᒃ ᕿᐊᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. ᐊᕐᓇᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᒥᒃ ᐊᓈᓇᒋᓚᐅᖅᐸᖓ, ᐃᐅᓪᕙ ᕇᑕ ᐱᒐᓚᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᒦᑦ 
ᓴᓇᐅᒐᕆᓚᐅᖅᐸᖏᑦ, 1986−ᒥ. 

“ᑲᒪᓇᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᓱᓕ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖓ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᑎᖅᖢᖓ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒡᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᔭᓗᓇᐃᕝᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᑯᓪᓗᒍ ᓴᓇᑎᓪᓗᓂᒋᑦ,” ᕇᑕ ᐱᒐᓚᒃ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᓗᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᕐᒥ, ᑕᖅᑭᐸᓗᖕᒥ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐸᑕ ᐃᓯᒐᐅᔭᕐᓄᑦ ᑐᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᒥᖕᓂ, ᑐᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖕᒦᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᔪᕗᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 37−ᓄᑦ. 

ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒐᔪᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᓱᒃᑲᓚ -
ᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᑕᖅᑭᓂ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐃᒪᓕ ᐊᖑᓚᓕᒃ, 
ᐃᓱᒻᒥᖅᑐᐃᔨ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓᓂ, 
ᐳᓚᕋᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐸᑕ ᐃᓯᒐᐅᔭᕐᓄᑦ ᑐᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᒪᐃᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 

ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᖓᕋᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐱᒐᓚᒃ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ, ᕗᑦᔅ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᐊᓯᐊᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖑᓚᓕᒃ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 
9−ᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 100−ᓂᑦ ᖃᖅᓴᐅᒥ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓴᕐᒥᒃ, 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓᓕ, ᐊᔾᔨᒋᓚᐅᙱᓚᖓ, ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᑦᑎ -
ᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᑯᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᔨᐅᓪ ᐆᒃᔅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕆᒃ ᕆᐅ, 

ᓂᐅᕕᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᑲᒥᖕᓂ 1986−ᒥ ᐸᑕ ᐃᓯᒐᐅᔭᕐᓄᑦ 
ᑐᑯᓐᓇᒐᖃᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ. 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ ᐃᐅᓪᕙᐅᑉ 
ᐊᑎᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᒥᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᓪᓚᕆᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐆᒃᑐᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᒥᖕᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑭᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᑕ -
ᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ — $80 — ᐊᖏᔫᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, 
ᕇᑕ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

nunatsiaq.com

Arty Sarkisian 
Local Journalism 
Initiative Reporter 

 
When Rita Pigalak entered 
the storage area of the 
Bata Shoe Museum in 
Toronto with her sister 
Wilma, they were already 
both getting a little emo-
tional.  

Surrounded by ancient 
Egyptian sandals, Queen 
Victoria’s slippers, Elvis 
Presley’s loafers and John 
Lennon’s boots, they 
could feel the weight of 
history. 

But they were about to 
see an item that was par-
ticularly special to them, 
as Pigalaks. 

Accompanied by Jus-
tine Woods, Bata’s curator 
of Indigenous collections, 
the sisters had the chance 
to see a pair of small white 

and red kamiks. The seal-
skin boots were embroi-
dered with purple flowers 
and a red zig-zag near the 
top. With the boots was a 
photo of a seamstress in a 
red T-shirt and big white 
glasses. 

The two sisters could 
not hold back their tears. 
The woman in the photo 
was their late mother, Elva 
Pigalak, and the boots 
were her creation, from 
1986. 

“It was just an amaz-
ing feeling. I still remem-
ber coming back home for 
Christmas from high 
school in Yellowknife and 
seeing her working on 
them,” Rita Pigalak said in 
a phone call from Kugluk-
tuk, about a month after 
the Bata Shoe Museum 

Jeff Pelletier 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
Hindered by a lack of 
ports and the impact of 
tariffs, Community Ser-
vices Minister David 
Akeeagok says new in-
frastructure and export 
markets are needed to 
bolster Nunavut’s fish-
eries industry. 

Akeeagok made the 
comments Aug. 29 dur-
ing a news conference at 
the Aqsarniit hotel in 

Iqaluit alongside federal 
Fisheries Minister Joanne 
Thompson. 

The two ministers 
had just concluded chair-
ing the annual meeting 
of the Canadian Council 
of Fisheries and Aqua-
culture Ministers, a col-
lective representing all 
13 territories and 
provinces. 

The long list of meet-
ing topics included 
trade. A “majority” of 
Nunavut’s fishing prod-
ucts go to countries in 

Asia, Akeeagok said. 
“China has put a 25 

per cent tariff on our 
fisheries,” he said, em-
phasizing the need to 
think domestically. 

“Those were very in-
formative discussions to-
gether in terms of how 
can we help the fishing 
industry.” 

On the topic on infra-
structure, Akeeagok 
noted that Nunavut’s 
fisheries lack ports 
where anglers can off-
load their catch. Fisheries 
in Nunavut often have to 
rely on ports in eastern 
Canada and Greenland 
to land and off-load. 

The  Qikiqtarjuaq 
deepsea port, one of four 
nation-building projects 

being touted by both the 
Government of Nunavut 
and Nunavut Tunngavik 
Inc., could benefit the 
fishing industry, 
Akeeagok said. 

However, the $200-
million proposed project 
needs federal funding. 

“There are some fed-
eral dollars that are 
available to help advance 
this thing,” Akeeagok 
said. 

“Qikiqtarjuaq port is 
a fine example, because 
right now our fishing in-
dustry are fishing out 
there but they’re not 
landing in Nunavut and 
it’s something that we 
desperately need here.” 

ᐊᕐᕋᒍ YEAR 52 ᓯᑎᐱᕆ September 5, 2025 ᓈᓴᐅᑖ NUMBER 28

ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑐᑦ  
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᑲᓇᖕᓇᖓᓂ  
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 1973ᒥᑦ

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Repatriation of sealskin boots brings back memories 
Kamiks will be placed  
in Kugluktuk’s heritage centre 

New markets, infrastructure needed 
to bolster Nunavut fisheries: Minister 

ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᕿᓯᖕᓂ ᓂᐅᕈᕆᐊᓂᑦ ᓇᒃᓴᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ 

David Akeeagok hosts federal 
Fisheries Minister Joanne 
Thompson, provincial and  
territorial ministers 

ᑲᒦᑦ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᑉ 
ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᖃᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

Rita Pigalak, front, and Wilma Pigalak pick up kamiks made by their mom Elva, as part of a repatriation process with Bata Shoe 
Museum. The sisters made the trip to the museum, located in Toronto, this summer. (Photo courtesy of Rita Pigalak) CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Serving the  
Eastern Arctic  

since 1973

Judge Comment: I love it when writers do something different. Starting 
with the sounds of the event is brilliant. Well written and interesting.

Judge Comment: A great top capturing the emotion of the moment 
followed by an interesting story with good quotes.

The Equity
K.C. Jordan

Nunatsiaq News
Arty Sarkisian

Judge Comment: “And then he’s going to smash it” is worth the price of 
admission. Some clever writing, good quotes and a subject that’s off the 
beaten track. A great combination.

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph 
Ruby Pratka 3

1

2

Judge: Paul Gott
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In the past few weeks, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s

wish to acquire Greenland
has put the Arctic territory in
the news like never before.

It has also given armchair
geographers opportunities to
indulge their fantasies and
pet projects on the island’s
future.

Trump’s musings were thin on detail. Was he
going to buy Greenland? Or just take it? He didn’t
say. But some years ago when he first floated the
idea, he had hoped to buy it.

At that time, Trump’s offer was simplicity itself
compared with a plan that had come out of
Washington more than 100 years earlier. But that
plan — though it came unofficially from the capital
of America — was not for the United States to end
up with Greenland. Instead, Canada would acquire
it — without paying a penny.

Think of it as “Make Canada Great Again.”
German-American explorer Robert Stein had led

one expedition to the Arctic by hitching a ride on a
ship supporting an expedition by Robert Peary. He
had spent two winters in Greenland and returned to
America filled with ideas about the promise of the
Arctic. In that respect, he was like Icelandic-
Canadian explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson, but
without the charisma.

Stein never returned to the Arctic.
He busied himself promoting his pet projects of

monetary reform and world peace. As usual, he
promoted his ideas by publishing pamphlets. And,
as in the past, his ideas found no traction with
governments or the public.

But, like a true fanatic, he maintained his interest
in the North and from the comfortable vantage
point of Washington he concocted a hare-brained
scheme. This one would involve a daring feat of
diplomacy involving Canada, Britain, Denmark,
Germany and the United States.

Stein had long been worried about tensions that
were building between Britain and Germany. He
knew also Germany had occupied North Schleswig,
previously a part of Denmark, since 1864. And he
knew Denmark wanted it back.

One solution might have been for Germany to
trade it back to Denmark in return for Denmark’s
colonial possessions in the West Indies. But the
United States would not hear of Germany acquiring
territory so close to America.

But what about a trade for Greenland? No; no
one wanted to hear of that, either; it violated the
Monroe Doctrine of the United States, opposing
European colonization in the western hemisphere.

Robert Stein had a solution, or so he thought.
The United States would give part of the

Philippines to Denmark and in return acquire the
Danish islands in the West Indies. Denmark would
give Greenland to Canada, because Canada was
viewed as being a British possession.

Britain would in return give Denmark some of
its possessions in Polynesia and Africa.

Denmark would then turn over its newly
acquired possessions in the Philippines, Polynesia
and Africa to Germany, in return for North
Schleswig. For good measure — and for no
apparent reason — Britain would give
Newfoundland to Canada. Tensions would thus be
defused and the world would remain at peace.

Stein published his plans in American
newspapers in early January 1909. They were

picked up by other papers in Europe. He claimed
that he received great support. Of course, no one
consulted the Greenlanders nor, for that matter, the
Africans, Polynesians or Filipinos.

Stein even had a map published in which the
name GREATER CANADA is plastered in large,
bold letters across Canada and Greenland. It bears a
legend showing the area of Canada in square miles,
and then what that area would be with the inclusion
of Greenland, and Newfoundland and Labrador.

For some reason, Stein thought these trade-offs
would be relatively simple to accomplish. He
believed his plan would create peace.

Stein was employed in a mundane job in
Washington, a position with no influence. But he
was quite deluded about the worth of his madcap
ideas, fancying himself a man of influence.

As usual, he published his plans at his own
expense. In 1912, he published Greater Canada and
the Peace Problem.

In another pamphlet, he even suggested the
United States turn the Alaska Panhandle over to
Canada in return for an equally strategic, but
unnamed, piece of Canadian territory.
Unfortunately, Stein couched many of his arguments
in the language of white supremacy, and frankly
admitted that he was a believer in eugenics.

He wrote that “every man who knows anything
about the matter will agree that Canada ought to
have Greenland.”

This was the only way, he claimed, that adequate
protection could be given to the resources of
Greenland and the Canadian High Arctic.

“Only in this way can the whale receive
adequate protection,” he said, adding, “Prospectors
could then afford to explore every corner within 100
miles of Baffin Bay. A tourist trade would spring up

as soon as regular communication was established.”
In The Canadian Magazine under the

title Canada and Greenland, he closed with an
impassioned plea:

“Without spending a cent, by simply expressing
a wish to own Greenland, she [Canada] can gain
that colony, the control of Baffin Bay, a monopoly of
its whale fishery, most likely the accession of
Newfoundland, hasten the development of her
present Arctic possessions, cement the friendship
between Britain and Denmark, largely restore the
former cordiality between Britain and Germany,
and, by thus lessening the naval competition, effect
a saving of millions in her own budget and in that
of the mother country.”

His final sentence reads more like a taunt: “Will
she take her place among those that know the right
and do it not?”

In fact, Canada did nothing. Stein’s
correspondence ended up on the desk of R.W.
Brock, director of the Geological Survey of Canada,
who passed it on to Joseph Pope, undersecretary of
state for the recently formed Department of External
Affairs.

Pope wrote to Brock, “I do not think [Stein’s
proposal] calls for any action.”

And there the matter ended. The world went to
war, unaware of Stein’s unorthodox scheme. Stein,
despairing of world peace, died by suicide in 1917.

Taissumani is an occasional column that recalls
events of historical interest. Kenn Harper is a historian
and writer who lived in the Arctic for over 50 years. He
is the author of “Give Me Winter, Give Me Dogs:
Knud Rasmussen and the Fifth Thule Expedition,”
and “Thou Shalt Do No Murder,” among other books.
Feedback? Send your comments and questions to
kennharper@hotmail.com.

‘Greater Canada’ includes Greenland

Kenn Harper

Greater Canada, on Robert Stein’s map from 1909, includes Greenland as well as Newfoundland and Labrador. (Image from the
Kenn Harper collection)

TAISSUMANI 

March has arrived already. 
Out like a lamb, in like a lion – it 
sure did start off  with a whopper 
of a storm, complete with snow 
and gusty winds. Not exactly the 
kind of day that makes you want 
to tap trees, but these longer 
days sure get us thinking along 
those lines. 

It has been a wonderful win-
ter season – if you like snow, 
of course. With record snow in 
February, we shovelled enough 
to qualify for a full-on workout. 
Driveways and roads are getting 
narrower with each snowfall.

For the fi rst time in many 
years, I didn’t plant any seedlings 
in the month of February – I had 
too many deadlines to meet. My 
neighbours wondered, “Did Tina 
plant yet?” and some of them 
went ahead and planted, in case 
I hadn’t already done so. I guess 
they forgot that I always plant 
way too early in the season. On 
that blustery fi rst day of March, 
I planted 13 varieties of hot pep-
pers. Do we need that many? 
Nope. Could I help myself? Nope.

Our chickens have been let-
ting us know that the days are 
getting longer – egg production 
has increased immensely. How-
ever, on those -25C mornings, 
you have to make frequent trips 
to the coop so the eggs don’t 
freeze. Our neighbours are going 
to hatch out some baby turkeys 
for us, so that will be a fun new 
adventure here at the homestead.

We still listen to some news at 
home; we try to balance the news 
with other activities so as not to 
become completely disillusioned 
as we pinch ourselves to see if 
we are caught in a bad dream. I 
feel like it’s important for me to 

keep a fi nger on the pulse, but 
it’s equally important to stay 
focused and grounded and not 
lose perspective. 

With all of the uncertainty 
in the world right now, it feels 
a bit like COVID times – I fi nd 
myself sharing meaningful hugs 
that last longer than usual, say-
ing ‘I love you’ freely, and hav-
ing a newfound appreciation 
of the ‘little things’ in life. I’m 
energized by fellow Canadians 
taking a stance, buying local, 
travelling locally, and being 
vocal. If we rewind 100 years and 
take a glimpse into life there, 
we might glean some wisdom 
about self-suffi  ciency, caring for 
strangers, and helping our com-
munities. We may have to fi gure 
out ways of growing citrus in 
our greenhouses; certainly, we 
could become year-round gar-
deners with a bit of eff ort and 
infrastructure. We are rich with 
farmers, butchers, tinkerers, 
builders, artists, civil servants, 
clerks, labourers, teachers and 
healers. It feels like those of us in 
the Hills are better off  than some; 
we already have a strong sense of 
community, and when there is a 
call out for help, people show up.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 19-23: Gatineau Val-
ley Arena Memorial Hockey 
Tournament

March 16, 4 p.m.: St. Patrick’s 
Eve Party, Brennan’s Hill Restau-
rant/Bar. Live Irish music with 
Tyler Kealey, Greg Mclaughlin, 
Jordan Bowman, and Reaghan 
Sullivan, $10 cover.  Stew and fi sh 
& chips on the menu. 

A pick of peppers for a hot-tempered world
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Up the Line from Low

BY TINA THERRIEN
Columnist
tina@shelterbyhand.ca 

I know, I know, 13 different varieties of hot peppers is a lot, but I couldn’t help myself. Photo: Tina Therrien

Planting, shovelling and other 
musings from up the line
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Many workplaces have 
Friday traditions. I’ve 

heard of jeans at work 
Fridays, or other Thank God 
It’s Friday events. Well, 
similarly, there was a 
tradition in the Northwest 
Territories legislature when I 
was there of lightening up, 
shall we say, during Friday 
morning sessions. 

We MLAs were very 
serious all week in making 
members’ statements 

honouring distinguished citizens in our 
constituencies who had passed on or otherwise been 
in the news. And we were serious about asking 
probing questions of ministers in the legislature, 
hoping for answers that we did not often get. So we 
were relieved to be able to let off some steam with 
some humour during Friday morning sessions. And 
there was always a happy mood with the weekend 
to look forward to, and the chance to go home 
looming. 

So it was on a Friday that I took my allotted 
three minutes to mark the passing of a pig in 
Iqaluit. Here is the excerpt from N.W.T. official 
Hansard from April 6, 1995: 

 
Passing Of Abigail The Pig 
 
Item 3: Members’ Statements 
 
Dennis Patterson Iqaluit 

 
I have to make one, Mr. Speaker, because it’s 

Friday … I rise to speak about a death in my 
constituency and a setback for agriculture and 
farming in Baffin Island. Mr. Speaker, Abigail of the 
Arctic, Bill Mackenzie’s pig, not to be confused with 
other swine … 

 
—Laughter 
 
…died this past week. I wasn’t referring to any 

honourable Member, Mr. Speaker. 
 
—Laughter 
 
I have spoken before in this chamber about 

Abigail, much beloved by the children of Iqaluit and 
Apex, nurtured and cared for for seven and a half 
years by Bill Mackenzie, Esq., the lord of Apex Hill. 

— Laughter 
 
She was a Hampshire 

pig, 700 pounds at her 
prime, given to Bill by his 
friend and neighbour, 
Marcel Mahe, as a 21-pound 
piglet as a surprise birthday 
present. 

Bill tells me that he 
knows it was utterly foolish 
for him to have kept the pig 
and cared for Abigail over 
the years because it cost 
him a fortune. 

In fact, friends of Bill, 
notably Mr. Bryan Pearson, 
tell me that the cost of food, 
hay and labour for caring 
for Abigail of the Arctic 
over the years has been 
calculated at $240,000. Just 
recently, in fact, Bill 
arranged to ship in tons of 
fish scrap from the 
Pangnirtung fish plant for 
Abigail. 

I know that, for Bill, 
looking after Abigail was a 
labour of love and he took 
good care of her. Many Inuit 
children would otherwise have never been able to 
see a live pig. 

Bill was always terribly offended whenever 
anyone suggested that Abigail should become bacon 
or pork, and I’ve been asked by several honourable 
members who were providing condolences to me 
about Abigail’s death whether Abigail had been 
eaten this week. 

I told my honourable friends that if they knew 
Bill Mackenzie, they would know that even asking 
that question is an insult to Bill and his beloved pet 
pig. 

So, in the Scottish 
tradition, she was 
cremated last week on 
the slopes of Apex Hill 
in a spectacular funeral 
pyre with the aid of 
more than a few sealift 
pallets and some stove 
oil and the remains 
were buried in a 
simple Presbyterian 
ceremony. 

Bill tells me that to 
live almost eight years 
is notable for a pig, 
especially a pig in the 
Arctic. In fact, he noted 
that most pigs don’t 
usually get the 
opportunity to live 
past their first year. 

Abigail’s passing 
was noted by Peter 

Gzowski on [CBC Radio’s show] Morningside 
yesterday by millions of listeners. 

I would like to inform members that there are 
still animals at the Mackenzie country estate: 50 
pigeons; Billy Boy and Ma’Mselle, two goats; and 
many dogs. 

Bill Mackenzie continues to be a much-loved and 
respected resident of Apex Hill. His friends say that 
Bill was a little more subdued than usual this week, 
but Bill tells me he will carry on. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Hon. Dennis Patterson represented Nunavut in 
the Senate from 2008 to 2023. He was premier of 
Northwest Territories from 1987 to 1991, and played a 
key role in the Nunavut land claim agreement.

Dennis Patterson recalls 
Casual Friday tradition 
at the N.W.T. legislature 

That time Patterson paid tribute to a pig 
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“I know that, for Bill, looking 
after Abigail was a labour of love 

and he took good care of her. 
Many Inuit children would 

otherwise have never been able to 
see a live pig.”  

— Dennis Patterson 

Abigail, left, was a Hampshire pig who grew to be about 320 kilograms (700 pounds) while living 
at the home of Bill Mackenzie in Iqaluit. Former MLA Dennis Patterson recalls the time he eulogized 
the pig in the Northwest Territories legislature in 1995. (Photo courtesy of Dennis Patterson) 

Bill Mackenzie, right, cared for his pet pig at his Iqaluit home for seven and a half years, 
giving children of Iqaluit and Apex the chance to see a real pig in person, Dennis Patterson 
recalls. (Photo courtesy of Dennis Patterson)

Dennis Patterson 
Special to  
Nunatsiaq News 

Bill Mackenzie was considered the lord of Apex Hill in 
Iqaluit, says Dennis Patterson, a former senator who once 
paid tribute in the Northwest Territories legislature to 
Mackenzie and his pet pig, Abigail. (Photo courtesy of 
Dennis Patterson) 
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The union representing 
Canadian North pilots 
says it expects 15 Boeing 
737 pilots at the airline 
will be laid off due to a de-
crease in the company’s jet 
service. 

“It’s disheartening. 
Our thoughts are with the 
pilots that are affected and 
their families,” said Steven 
Bard, chairperson of the 
Air Line Pilots Association 
International unit that rep-
resents Canadian North 
pilots. 

“It is concerning for us, 
but unfortunately these 

decisions are made at the 
corporate level that we 
can’t dictate,” he said Nov. 
6 in an interview. 

The union got the 
news two days earlier, on 
Nov. 4, Bard said. 

The layoffs are due to 
the airline’s changing op-
erations. He blamed them 
on the loss of the Mon-
treal-Kuujjuaq route and 
the winding down of the 
first phase of a liquefied 
natural gas project in Kiti-
mat, B.C. 

The gas project is a 
port and pipeline owned 
by LNG Canada, which 
transports natural gas 

from Dawson Creek, B.C., 
in the province’s northern 
interior to a port in Kiti-
mat where it is then 
shipped to international 
markets, primarily in Asia. 

In February, Winnipeg-
based Exchange Income 
Corp. bought Canadian 
North from Inuvialuit Re-
gional Corp. and co-
owner Nunavik-based 
Makivvik for $205 million. 
Part of the deal included 
the transfer of the Mon-
treal-Kuujjuaq route to 
Makivvik’s other airline, 
Air Inuit. 

While only those two 
specific routes have been 
affected by changes at the 
airline, due to seniority 
and other factors, there 
will be “a broad layoff” 
across the airline’s fleet of 

Boeing 737 jets, Bard said. 
The loss of the Mon-

treal-Kuujjuaq route means 
those layoffs are likely per-
manent, while the remain-
der are dependent on 
when and if the second 
phase of the liquefied nat-
ural gas project begins, 
Bard said. 

Canadian North em-
ploys 142 Boeing 737 pi-
lots among its 243 pilots. A 
loss of 15 pilots is nearly 
11 per cent of the com-
pany’s Boeing 737 pilots 
and six per cent of all its 
pilots. 

There is no timeline for 
the layoffs, Bard said. The 
union is working with the 
company, discussing pos-
sible steps to reduce the 
number of pilots who will 
be laid off. Until those con-

versations are complete, 
there will be no layoffs. 

The union began bar-
gaining for its newest col-
lective agreement on Oct. 
27. Bard said he felt the 
layoff announcement was 
just an unfortunate coinci-
dence. 

“I don’t see this as a 
tactic on the company’s 
behalf.” 

The union is “commit-
ted and working dili-
gently despite the news” 
to ensure the pilots can 
ratify a fair and industry-
standard contract when 
the time comes. 

Canadian North 
agreed the layoffs were 
due to the loss of routes at 
the airline. 

“The upcoming flight 
crew layoffs are attribut-

able to the transfer of the 
Montreal–Kuujjuaq route 
and the phase one wind-
down of the Kitimat LNG 
project,” Hance Colburne, 
manager of communica-
tions and stakeholder rela-
tions, said Nov. 6 in an 
email. 

“No northern employ-
ment is being reduced, 
and no northern commu-
nities or services are af-
fected,” he added. 

“We are engaging with 
[the union] through this 
transition, and we share 
the union’s goal of reduc-
ing the number of affected 
employees wherever pos-
sible while remaining 
aligned with our shared 
objective of keeping Cana-
dian North an employer of 
choice,” Colburne said.

Union provides number  
of Boeing 737 pilots 
whose jobs are to be cut 

Canadian North to lay off 15 pilots, union says 
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One of the first things vis-
itors to Qikiqtarjuaq see 
when they land at the 
hamlet’s tiny airport is a 
map of the deepsea port.  

It’s like the long-
promised facility is al-
ready there to welcome 
sealift ships, fishing boats 
and cruises. 

“That’s our vision,” 
said Mary Killiktee, the 
two-term mayor and out-
going MLA for the com-
munity who has been a 
supporter of the port pro-
ject for many years. 

The area, located about 
one kilometre south of the 
airport along the western 
shoreline of Broughton Is-
land, currently sits empty. 
Occasionally, small motor-
boats pass by. 

Port construction is ex-

pected to begin in summer 
2026 and finish by 2029, 
with operations starting in 
2030, said Michael McNair, 
CEO of Arctic Economic 
Development Corp., one 
of the companies working 
on the project.  

The $200-million plan 
includes a 75-metre wharf, 
a crane for offloading 
cargo, security and opera-
tions offices and a 275-
metre-long access road. 

So far the federal gov-
ernment and GN have 
contributed $53.4 million, 
with $13.3 million coming 
from the territorial gov-
ernment and $40.1 million 
from Ottawa. 

The rest of the funding 
could be “coming to-
gether,” McNair said, with 
the $1-billion Arctic Infra-
structure Fund announced 
in last week’s federal 

 budget, plus “positive” 
conversations with the 
Canada Infrastructure 
Bank. 

The Qikiqtarjuaq port 
recently made the list of 
“nation-building” projects 
compiled by Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc. and the 
Nunavut government to 
tap into the federal govern-
ment’s plan to assert Arctic 
sovereignty and security. 

Other projects include 
the Iqaluit hydroelectric 
project, Kivalliq hydro-
fibre link and Grays Bay 
road and port. 

The Qikiqtarjuaq port 
was the only one of those 
projects that didn’t have a 
private sector proponent 
until September, when 
Qikiqtaaluk Corp., the 
business arm of Qikiqtani 
Inuit Association, took the 
lead on it. 

McNair said the port 
will be the first project 
from the nation-building 
list to be completed and 
could be a “quick win” for 
the territory and Canada. 

It’s expected to make 
Qikiqtarjuaq one of the 
Eastern Arctic’s main 
sealift and refuelling hubs 
and will likely be used by 
Canadian Coast Guard 
and Royal Canadian Navy 
ships, he said. 

The port will boost 
fishing and bring jobs to 
the community where the 
majority of the population 
of about 600 people is un-
employed, said Geela 
Kooneeliusie, the hamlet’s 
senior administrative offi-
cer. 

She said Qikiqtarjuaq 
is centrally located in 
Nunavut’s best fishing 
areas, is close to Green-
land, and has water as 
deep as 400 metres close to 
the shoreline, allowing 
large ships to dock. 

Unlike the Grays Bay 
road that has seen opposi-
tion from Kugluktuk’s 
Hunters and Trappers Or-
ganization over potential 
environmental hazards, 
the Qikiqtarjuaq port has 
support from both the 
hamlet and the local 
hunters and trappers 

group, according to a let-
ter submitted by both en-
tities to the Nunavut 
Impact Review Board. 

Also, the community 
recently became host to 
the Arctic’s latest research 
station, operated by Laval 
University. 

“We will be able to 
support the project 
through our research,” 
said Gabrièle Des-
longchamps, the station’s 
marine biologist. 

For fishing companies, 
the port is a promising but 
uncertain prospect, said 
Glenn Grandy, interim 
CEO of Baffin Fisheries, 
which employs about 200 
people. 

A lot of infrastructure, 
such as freezers and con-
tainers, will be needed in 
the community “for any-
body to land any signifi-
cant amount of fish,” he 
said. 

The community will 
also need trained personnel 
able to support the docking 
of big and technically com-
plex vessels like the ones 
Baffin Fisheries uses. 

The port will be lo-
cated above the Arctic Cir-
cle and won’t be available 
year-round. Even in more 
southern areas of Baffin 
Bay and Davis Strait, the 
fishing season lasts from 
late July to mid-December, 
when ice starts to push out 
the ships. 

“It’s an expensive pro-
ject, but you have to have 
the infrastructure there in 
order to attract the indus-
try,” said Grandy, adding 
his company will likely 
use the port once it opens. 

For people in Qikiqtar-
juaq, the conversation 
about the port predates the 
recent sovereignty push. It 
even predates Nunavut. 

The idea first came up 
in the mid-1950s during 
the Cold War when the 
community’s Distant Early 
Warning station was built. 

“We have been advo-
cating for decades,” Killik-
tee said, adding that this 
time around she’s sure it 
will go through. 

“This is our vision for 
the community, so it has to 
happen.”

Project idea that has been around 
since the 1950s might finally  
come to fruition  

Qikiqtarjuaq prepares for long-promised deepsea port 

The site of the future Qikiqtarjuaq deepsea port is roughly a kilometre south of the community’s 
airport. It awaits the start of construction expected in 2026. (Photos by Arty Sarkisian)

A poster shows a map of the planned Qikiqtarjuaq port, greeting everybody arriving at the 
community’s airport.
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“To the Great Farmers 
of the United States: 
Get ready to start 
making a lot of 
agricultural product to 
be sold INSIDE of the 
United States. Tariffs 
will go on external 
product on April 2nd. 
Have fun!”

– Truth Social post by 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump on March 3,  
hours before he triggered 
25-per-cent tariffs on all 
products from Canada and 
Mexico, which he then 
paused and then sort of 
unpaused, but not really.

HOW 
DAIRY?
Or should that be: 
‘How dare he?’

Trump targets supply 
management
Brenda O’Farrell
The Advocate

Few things are clear in the expand-
ing tariff war being waged by U.S. 
President Donald Trump, especially 
in Canada, where weeks of threats 
are being followed by a dizzying 
string of flip-flops and pauses, more 
threats of retaliatory counter-mea-
sures, annexation overtures and 
“colourful” phone calls between 
Ottawa and Washington, as Justin 
Trudeau described them. 

But when it comes to the impacts 
on the agricultural sector, one result 
is crystal clear: Farmers on both 
sides of the border are experiencing 
a cocktail of emotions as the agricul-
tural sector braces for impact.

As UPA president Martin Caron 
put it: “Our discussions with agri-
cultural organizations in the United 
States show that there is discontent 
on both sides of the border.”

Caron is a member of the Council 
on Canada-U.S. Relations appointed 
by Trudeau in January to help formu-
late and steer Canada’s response to 
tariff threats.

But now, tariffs may not be the 
only issue.

Hidden in Trump’s focus on dairy 
tariffs is the growing concern, espe-
cially in Quebec, that the real threat 
is that the U.S. government wants 
to dismantle Canada’s supply-man-
agement system at the centre of 
Canada’s dairy sector.

See DAIRY, Page 4.

Despite tariff chaos, Canadian ag 
can be export leader: RBC report
Brenda O’Farrell
The Advocate

Wth the U.S.-Canada trade war ramp-
ing up and switching gears on an 
almost daily basis in what feels like 
a whirlwind of cross-border chaos 
and growing concern over how it will 
impact the economy, a report by the 
Royal Bank of Canada suggests the 
country’s agricultural sector could be a 
trade diversification leader and gener-
ate $44 billion in new agri-food exports 
in the next 10 years.

 “We have an opportunity to turn 
agriculture into a driving force for trade 
diversification,” said John Stackhouse, 
RBC senior vice-president who heads 
the bank’s Economics and Thought 
Leadership group, which published the 
report Food First: How agriculture can 
lead a new era of Canadian exports, at the 
end of February. 

“If we act now, we can ensure Canadian 
farmers, processors and exporters are 
well positioned to lead the global food 
economy rather than losing ground to 

competitors,” Stakehouse continued.
With the country’s political lead-

ership and provincial premiers now 
focused on finding new trade partners 
around the globe in an effort to reduce 
Canada’s reliance on the U.S. as the 
country’s key export destination, the 
RBC report outlines not only where 
the agricultural sector can diversify its 
markets abroad but delves into why it 
needs to do it now – and quickly. 

“While Canada’s agricultural exports 
have quadrupled in value since 2000, 
its global market share has shrunk by 
12 per cent as competitors like  Brazil   
and Australia expand into high-growth 
regions,” said the report’s author 
Lisa Ashton, who is also the agricul-
ture policy lead with RBC’s Thought 
Leadership. “With rising trade uncer-
tainty and escalating tariffs in  North 
America,  Canada  must accelerate 
efforts to diversify its trading partners, 
particularly in  Southeast Asia,  Africa 
and the Middle East.”

See REPORT, Page 4.
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Quebec pork 
sector faces 
double tariff 
threat
Brenda O’Farrell
The Advocate

History shows that shifts in the 
world economy – traditionally trig-
gered by advancements in technol-
ogy, automation, wars, population 
growth – cause massive disruptions, 
resulting in losses for some sectors, 
but winners in others.

But experts say U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s tariff war, which 
is reordering the global economy, 
could produce only losers. And in 
that context, the agricultural sector 
needs to brace itself.

That is not the only challenge 
facing Canada’s agricultural sector, 
however. At the same time, some 
subsectors are also being hit with 
punishing tariffs from China, put-
ting some grain and pork producers 
– at increased jeopardy.

In March, China slapped 25-per-
cent tariffs on Canadian pork and 
seafood, and a 100-per-cent sur-
charge on canola. These measures 
were in response to Canada’s move 
to impose 100-per-cent levies on 
Chinese-made electric vehicles and 
a 25-per-cent tariff on aluminum 
and steel products that had been 
announced in late 2024.

And with Quebec being Canada’s 
largest pork-producing province, 
with 1,482 producers, according to 
Les Éleveurs de porcs du Québec, 
the impact in this sector cannot 
be ignored.

“The recent imposition of a 25-per-
cent retaliatory tariff on Canadian 
pork by  China  has dealt a severe 
blow to one of the country’s most 
vital export sectors,” said the 
Canadian Meat Council in a state-
ment issued April 14. 

See TARIFFS, Page 7.

When does agri-tourism 
become more ‘business’ 
than agriculture?
CPTAQ orders Mirabel cabane à sucre 
to stop operations after years of infractions

Andrew McClelland
The Advocate

When is a farm not just a farm? That’s 
the question the Quebec government 
is asking itself about an agricultural 
business in Mirabel that has – at least 
according to its owners – become a 
huge success.

Last month, the Commission de pro-
tection du territoire agricole du Québec 
issued an order to popular cabane à 
sucre La Sucrerie Bonaventure in the 
Laurentian town north of Montreal to 
cease using a portion of its land “for 
purposes other than agriculture despite 
several refusals by the Commission to 

grant applications for authorizations.” 
At issue are a 9-hole golf course, seat-

ing for 1,000 customers in the cabane’s 
dining room, a microbrewery that seats 
300, and a rodeo that drew about 18,000 
attendees last summer – all on agricul-
tural land the CPTAQ says should be 
reserved for agriculture.

Alexandre Ladouceur, the current 
owner of La Sucrerie Bonaventure, says 
his businesses are agri-tourism. But the 
CPTAQ says simply it is not just agri-
culture. And the local UPA worries that 
when land-use rules aren’t respected by 
everyone, rampant abuse can occur.

See story on Page 3.

COURTESY SUCRERIEBONAVENTURE’S FACEBOOK PAGE

La Sucrerie Bonaventure in Mirabel is part of the group of agri-businesses that have received 
an order to cease operations due to repeated infractions about what can take place in the 
agricultural zone. Owner Alexandre Ladouceur maintains what he is doing is “agri-tourism.”

Judge Comment: Lots of nitty gritty facts here. Adding some local 
voices would help to show what the impacts of those numbers are. 
Excellent analysis!

Judge Comment: Super interesting subject here and the writer has clearly 
researched the topic. The story would have benefited from some extra 
legwork to find/bring in the voices of other agri-tourism businesses fac-
ing this situation and providing more context about the farmland 
protection strategy, such as why has it been needed? Overall, well done!

Nunatsiaq News
Arty Sarkisian

Quebec Farmers’ Advocate
Andrew McClelland

Judge Comment: Interesting subject and a well-managed, well-paced 
story that features different voices and lots of context. Good stuff!

Quebec Farmers’ Advocate 
Brenda O’Farrell3

1

2

Competition Comments: Some strong showings in this year’s business competition, particularly in  
finding local response to national or international events. 

Judge: Mary Baxter 



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A19

Jim Bell Award for Best Editorial
Local Affairs

Nunavut should heed Kimmirut 
inquest jury’s recommendation  
to reflect dire situation 
 

The Government of 
Nunavut should declare 

a suicide crisis in the 
territory now, even if it 
means figuring out what it 
means later.  

As one juror in a 
coroner’s inquest last week 
said, “we really need to do 
something.” 

Declaring a suicide crisis 
was one of 32 recommend -

ations the inquest jury in Kimmirut made last week. 
The inquest was looking into the 2019 death of 
George Arlooktoo, who stabbed himself as police 
entered his home. Officers were there to arrest him, 
believing he was in a mental health crisis after 
stabbing his partner the night before. 

It was simply heartbreaking to read that juror’s 
comment on the inquest’s fourth day. 

“Ever since George took his own life — 
committed suicide — we’ve had four other people 
who have done the same thing,” she said in 
Inuktitut through an interpreter. “This really is a 
crisis.” 

Five suicides over six years must be devastating 
to a hamlet of fewer than 500 people. 

It wasn’t perfectly clear what the jurors hoped 
would be accomplished by declaring a suicide crisis. 

In the past decade or so, governments across 

Canada have started to declare particular social 
problems to be crises, emergencies or epidemics. 

The British Columbia government in 2016 
declared a public health emergency because of the 
increasing number of opioid-related overdose 
deaths. 

In Ontario, there has been pressure on the 
provincial government to declare intimate partner 
violence an epidemic. That recommendation came 
out of an inquest into the 2015 triple murder of 
three women in a rural area outside of Ottawa. 

The federal government recognized femicide as 
an epidemic in 2023. But Ontario’s provincial 
government hasn’t acted yet, saying it needs to 
study the issue. 

That appears to be the same approach the GN is 
taking to the Arlooktoo inquest’s call for it to 
declare a suicide crisis. 

Premier P.J. Akeeagok declined to comment on 

the jury’s recommendation when a Nunatsiaq News 
reporter asked him about it. He deferred to Health 
Minister John Main, who is also responsible for 
suicide prevention. Main also declined comment, 
leaving a spokesperson to say the Health 
Department needed more time to consider the 
inquest’s recommendation. 

It’s hard to deny that suicide is a crisis in 
Nunavut, so a declaration by the government would 
reflect what Nunavummiut — like that juror in 
Kimmirut — are saying and thinking. 

Whenever governments declare any social issue 
to be a crisis, emergency or epidemic — whatever 
word applies — there’s a risk it will be merely 
symbolic. 

But there’s also a chance the declaration will 
allow them to marshal resources to deal with a 
tragic situation. It signals the situation is one the 
government is prepared to train its attention on. 
And it focuses the public’s attention on the 
situation. 

One of the very first issues MLAs faced after the 
October 2021 election was a student-led 
demonstration demanding change to mental health 
support and making more suicide prevention 
resources available in Nunavut. 

Last year, the GN signed the Inuusivut 
Anninaqtuq Action Plan, Nunavut’s five-year plan 
for suicide prevention. 

There are about six months left before the next 
territorial election. 

There’s still enough time for MLAs to end this 
term focusing more attention on the same issue that 
faced them when they arrived — suicide prevention 
and mental health supports.

Declare a suicide crisis now, figure out what it means later 
NUNAVUT ᓄᓇᕗᑦ EDITORIAL

Corey Larocque 
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Suicide is a crisis in Nunavut, says a jury in Kimmirut, where 
a coroner’s inquest into the 2019 death of George Arlooktoo 
was held last week. (File photo)

Nunatsiaq News 

 

Ready to take a break from tariffs, politics and the 
usual daily hubbub? Take a few minutes and try 

our weekly news quiz. 

1. Kaniq Allerton proudly introduced himself in 
Inuktitut when speaking at the House of 
Commons as part of the 2025 Forum for Young 
Canadians. In January, the Iqaluit-born teen 
was profiled in Nunatsiaq News for another 
achievement — what was it? 

A. He won a scholarship to play hockey at 
Boston College in the United States. 

B. He’s a competitive figure skater training in 
Winnipeg. 

C. He’s a top speedskater who has represented 
Nunavut at the Arctic Winter Games. 

2. North of North, the sitcom filmed in Nunavut 
featuring many Inuit actors, was previously 
available on CBC and APTN TV. It hit a much 
wider market this week, though. Which major 
streaming service is it now available on? 

A. Netflix 
B. Crave 
C. Disney+ 

3. The City of Iqaluit is again trying to regulate 
where people can build cabins. Despite a morato-
rium the city imposed, people keep building 
them. What year was the moratorium put in 
place? 

A. 2023 
B. 1999 
C. 2020 

4. Federal government ministers have said funding 
for the Inuit Child First Initiative will be ex-
tended for another year. And yet, many Nunavut 
non-profits say they are still worried. Which of 
these is not correct? 

A. No one has said how much money will 
be available. 

B. No one has said when that money will ac-
tually start flowing. 

C. Parliament hasn’t actually voted to ap-
prove the funding extension. 

5.  The annual Toonik Tyme festival kicked 
off Thursday in Iqaluit. It’s the 60th year 
for the event — what did Iqaluit city 
council do to start the celebrations with 
a bang? 

A. Organize a fireworks show 
B. Declare a civic holiday for April 11 
C. Wrote and performed its own interpretive 

dance celebrating Iqaluit’s history

Test your knowledge of current 
events with our weekly news quiz 

News quiz | Culture, cabins and funding for kids 

Answers 
1. B — Kaniq Allerton is an accomplished figure 

skater who has been skating since he was nine 
years old. He competed in March at the Skate 
Manitoba Provincial Championships. 

2. A — North of North started streaming on 
Netflix on Thursday. There is no word yet 
whether the show will return for a second 
season. 

3. C — While the City of Iqaluit has temporarily 
suspended cabin-building on municipal land 
since 2020, cabins keep popping up. That has 
led to what one city councillor called an 
“absolute mess.” 

4. A — Indigenous Services Minister Patty 
Hajdu has said $121.7 million will be allocated 
for the one-year extension. But that needs 
approval by Parliament before the money can 
start flowing. 

5. B — Council declared a civic holiday for  
 April 11.

Kaniq Allerton, 16, introduces himself in Inuktitut in the 
House of Commons in Ottawa on March 28. (Photo courtesy 
of Laura Thompson) 

CANADA ᑲᓇᑕᒥ NEWS

People in Iqaluit enjoy a lively game of bingo during Toonik Tyme last 
year. This year’s annual celebration started Thursday and runs until April 
20. (File photo by Jeff Pelletier)

So now we have the Alberta government banning 
books because children might be exposed to sexu-
ality, totally ignoring the availability of material 
that is easily found on phones and computers.  

FARM POINT: 
A NECESSARY 
THORN

Elect those who 
help, not bully

Anyone who pays attention to this newspaper 
knows there are a lot of headlines dedicated to the 
goings on in Chelsea’s Farm Point. 

Whether it’s a dock bylaw that limits residents’ 
historical access to the river or erecting continuous 
guardrails that also restrict residents’ access to the 
river or a boat launch that may or may not be closing 
(thereby limiting residents’ access to the river yet 
again), Farm Point has seen more than its fair share 
of controversies in recent years. 

This is partly because the municipality of Chel-
sea has made some questionable decisions that have 
rightfully irked residents. But it’s also because if 
something doesn’t smell right to Farm Pointers, they 
can be relied on to make a stink. 

In fact, Farm Point residents can be a thorn in the 
municipality’s side. But after attending a residents’ 
meeting at Motel Chelsea on Sept. 4, organized by 
Farm Point Coun. Rita Jain, it’s clear that any mayor 
or councillor in Chelsea should count themselves 
lucky to serve this passionate, dynamic, occasionally 
quirky, small-but-mighty ward.

First of all, Farm Pointers participate: dozens 
showed up to Coun. Jain’s event on Sept. 4, packing 
the dining room of Motel Chelsea, with many staying 
until the end of the lively three-hour meeting. 

Secondly, they’re doers: to kick o�  the meeting, 
Coun. Jain invited some locals to talk to the crowd 
about their various initiatives. From a new micro-
brewery to a scrap metal collection business, pro-
gramming for seniors, trail maintenance and an 
ecological study of the Meech Creek, Farm Point 
residents are a collective, enterprising powerhouse.  

They are also highly knowledgeable, organized 
and resourceful. This was clear during discussions 
at the Sept. 4 meeting: these residents have read up 
on the resolutions and bylaws that concern them and 
keep close tabs on municipal and provincial a� airs. 
They create petitions, like the one that garnered over 
1,000 signatures last year questioning the Village de 
la Rivière development going in near a wetland; they 
fi le access-to-information requests and generally 
dog the municipality for the information they know 
should be public. 

To be sure, there are passionate and knowledge-
able residents everywhere in the Hills. But Coun. 
Jain should be praised for doing what many other 
councillors don’t: she invited her constituents – and 
this reporter – to get together in one place and gave 
them a forum to voice their concerns and share ideas. 

This also takes courage: given the aforementioned 
passion of this particular crowd, it was easy to pre-
dict that some discussions would get heated – and 
they did. But throughout the evening there was a 
palpable sense that Farm Pointers are united – if 
not on the specifi cs of every issue, at least about the 
importance of working together to fi nd solutions. 

So, take note candidates in the upcoming munici-
pal election: the residents in Farm Point – their pas-
sion, their wealth of knowledge, their concern for the 
environment, their willingness to volunteer for their 
community and their deep interest in local govern-
ance – represent a vital resource to the municipality. 

They should be listened to and taken seriously – 
it’s what Farm Point deserves. 

Pick on the di� erent. Pick on the weak. Attacks on marginalized people have become 
the trademark of the political right wing. The party of Abraham Lincoln, the movement 
of fi scal conservatism, has become a vicious party intent on demonizing the di� erent, on 
limiting the rights and freedoms of the very people it had sworn to protect. 

The conservative movement has been hijacked by extremists. The calling card of the 
Trump phenomenon – the red hats, the MAGA movement – doesn’t hesitate to insult, 
demean or put down people who don’t fi t the MAGA mould. There are those in our own 
country who want to mimic MAGA extremism.

So why would anyone vote for them? Trump has begged world leaders to nominate 
him for the Nobel Peace prize even as he attacks Canada economically and Panama and 
Greenland. He has bombed Iran and is threatening war on Venezuela and continues to 
strangle Cuba economically. He has put American troops on his own streets. Meanwhile 
he sells arms and munitions, stoking the barbaric war that Israel carries out on Gaza 
and the Palestinian people. His tari� s have alienated allies who out of necessity look for 
new trading partners.

Why would the state care and declare war on an individual of a very small minor-
ity having di�  culty with their gender identity? Why pretend that slavery was a useful 
thing for Black people? Why use laws to criminalize women who want to exercise con-
trol over their reproductive rights and bodies? Immigrants who work tirelessly at low 
level labour jobs are snatched from their homes, their place of work, their place of wor-
ship and shipped disgracefully to foreign countries using the specious reasoning that 
they are criminals for having chosen to live in the USA. Why pardon over one thousand 
convicted felons who attacked and assaulted people on the Capitol on Jan. 26, 2021?

So now we have the Alberta government banning books because children might be 
exposed to sexuality, totally ignoring the availability of material that is easily found 
on phones and computers. Looking for graphic images that would hurt children is an 
archaic tool of theocrats who want to control society based on their narrow view of the 
world. Much more danger emanates from the use of hand-held technology than comes 
from the pages of a book. This fact is ignored by the MAGA movement.

The Alberta government is devoid of public service solutions and distracts the public 
with issues that do not help people pay their mortgages or put food on the table. In Que-
bec, the government attacks peaceful relations between French and English-speaking 
Quebecers. Making trouble between ethnic groups instead of fi xing healthcare and the 
cost of living.

Canadians must remain focused on electing Canadians who will help people, not 
those who attack with cheap shots that cater to the racists and the bigoted and the small 
minded.

Carl Hager is a resident of Gatineau, Quebec. 

It’s clear that any mayor or coun-
cillor in Chelsea should count 
themselves lucky to serve this pas-
sionate, dynamic, occasionally 
quirky, small-but-mighty ward.
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Judge Comment: Thanks to Corey Larocque for his national call to 
action to prevent suicides. His editorial was incredibly meaningful and 
heart-breaking.

Judge Comment: Another win for the Low Down team! 
Three cheers to Madeline Kerr for her sharply written editorial, 
pointing out the need for community.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Madeline Kerr

Judge Comment: Congratulations to Trevor Greenway for his powerful 
editorial about suicide. It was personal, emotional and well-written. 
Future editorial authors should take note.

Nunatsiaq News 
Corey Larocque3

1

2

Competition Comments: What a wonderful category, so full of well-written and powerful statements about what’s happening in communities across 
Quebec! I would suggest entrants take a look at the Top 3 winners and sharpen their ideas for next year. A few points moving forward: 

• be sure to use Canadian Press style • have proper punctuation (especially for italics, em dashes and quotation marks) • consider running your columns 
right ragged, so there are no bad breaks, lakes or rivers in the copy • keep editorials under 350 words, if possible 

• don’t publish excerpts — write original material • be hyperlocal for your audience • avoid the word “local” 
Judge: Janis Cleugh
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Bob Phillips Award for Best Editorial
general

Test your knowledge of current 
events in the North 

Nunatsiaq News 

Have you been paying attention to the news of 
the North over the past week? Let’s see for 

ourselves. Fire up the quiz! 

1. Monday was an important day on the calen-
dar. Why is that? 

A. It was the anniversary of Iqaluit being 
named Nunavut’s capital. 

B. It was the fourth anniversary of Mary Simon 
being named Canada’s first Inuk Governor 
General. 

C. It was Red Dress Day. 

2. A team from Laval University recently released 
results of a study on the composition of 
Nunavik’s melting permafrost. What substance 
were they testing for? 

A. Mercury 
B. Arsenic 
C. Lead 

3. Speaking with a Nunatsiaq News reporter, newly 
re-elected NDP MP Lori Idlout was asked about 
reports that the governing Liberals, who are three 
seats short of a majority, were trying to convince 
opposition members to cross the floor. How did 
she respond? 

A. She is leaning toward joining the Liberals. 
B. She didn’t rule it out. 
C. Not a snowball’s chance in hell. 

4. Canada’s chief electoral officer issued a response 
to election day problems in Nunavik voters, in-
cluding polls that didn’t open and others that 
closed early. What did he say? 

A. He apologized and said Elections Canada 
would investigate. 

B. He apologized and promised a new election 
will be held. 

C. He apologized but said that’s just the way it 
goes sometimes for remote communities. 

5. Later this month, a new long-term care facility in 
Rankin Inlet will start receiving Nunavut elders 
currently living at Embassy West Senior Living in 
Ottawa. The Government of Nunavut is planning 
two other long-term care homes — where will they 
be built? 

A. Grise Fiord and Iqaluit 
B. Pangnirtung and Iqaluit 
C. Cambridge Bay and Iqaluit
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It might be old-fashioned,  
but good journalism means  
‘show your work’ 
 

Could Donald Trump 
himself or White House 

staff have tipped off Radio-
Canada that he had 
mentioned Canada 
becoming the 51st state 
during his first phone call 
with Mark Carney back in 
March? Maybe? 

Could the newly minted 
Canadian prime minister or 
someone in the Prime 

Minister’s Office have been the one who told the 
French-language public broadcaster that Trump’s 
fixation with annexing Canada did actually come up 
in that first call? Maybe? 

We just don’t know. 
Just days before the April 28 federal election, 

Radio-Canada reported the U.S. president in fact 
did use his “51st state” rhetoric during his March 28 
phone call with the Canadian prime minister. 

It was important news because after the call, 
Carney had told reporters that Trump had respected 
Canada’s sovereignty during the private call. 

The report made it look like Carney, who 
portrayed himself on the campaign trail as Canada’s 
best option for standing up to Trump, hadn’t given 
Canadians a full account of his first interaction with 
the president. 

Radio-Canada should have identified its source 

for the story about the Carney-Trump phone call. 
Instead, it cited two sources familiar with the 

discussions (“au fait des discussions”). 
Radio-Canada was right. When asked about it 

after the report, Carney confirmed Trump had 
indeed used the “51st state” language during their 
phone call. 

What does this have to do with Nunavut or 
Nunavik? 

When Nunatsiaq News reported the Inuit Child 
First Initiative’s universal food-voucher program 
had been effectively cancelled, it named the sources. 

An email from a federal bureaucrat to a Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc. employee was the evidence needed 
to report that the Department of Indigenous 
Services was no longer going to approve funding 

for universal food-voucher programs. 
In the past 10 years, national news 

organizations have become increasingly 
comfortable using unnamed sources. Too 
frequently, you’ll see news attributed to 
unnamed sources who are “not 
authorized to speak publicly.” (You 
should ask yourself why they’re not 
authorized to speak publicly.) 

When news outlets do that, it amounts 
to saying, “trust us,” while the journalistic 
tradition has been like high school math 
class — “show your work.” 

Part of the shift is because 
governments (of all political stripes) have 
become so controlling of their messages. 
Another reason for the change is that 
many politicians and bureaucrats don’t 
want to be accountable for what they say. 

Nunatsiaq News has generally resisted 
the temptation to grant public servants 

(and other sources) anonymity. 
Good journalism requires transparency, which is 

why the standard has been to tell readers how a 
newspaper gets its information. 

Readers should know why information is 
coming out at this particular time. 

The number of people who were in the know 
about the Carney-Trump phone call is likely small. 
Why would one of them leak a tidbit that 
contradicts Carney’s version of the call, four days 
before the election? 

It’s important for readers to know the source of 
information reported to them. Readers can then 
decide for themselves how much credibility to give 
it, how important it is, and how trustworthy both 
the source and the news organization are.

Excessive use of unnamed sources undermines reporting 

CANADA ᑲᓇᑕᒥ EDITORIAL

Corey Larocque Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks at an announcement in Iqaluit in March 
as Nunavut Premier P.J. Akeeagok looks on. A Radio-Canada report during 
the recent election campaign cites unnamed sources to question Carney’s 
version of his first phone call with U.S. President Donald Trump.  
(File photo by Daron Letts)

Answers 
1. C — Monday was Red Dress Day, formally 

known as the National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls and Two-Spirit-Plus People. 

2. A — The researchers studied mercury that gets 
released as Nunavik’s permafrost melts. Fortu-
nately, it found levels of the toxic substance 
were much lower than feared. 

3. B — Idlout appeared to not close the door en-
tirely on switching parties. While citing “many 
promises that were broken” by the previous 
Liberal government, she also said “it’s some-
thing I will not make a rash decision” about. 

4. A — Stéphane Perrault issued a statement apol-
ogizing for the “shortcomings” and said Elec-
tions Canada will investigate so it doesn’t 
happen again. 

5. C — A 24-bed facility in Cambridge Bay is ex-
pected to open in late 2028 and a 48-bed home 
in Iqaluit should open by late 2029 or early 
2030.

News quiz | Elections, elders and melting permafrost 

Politicians and elders tour one of the rooms of the newly 
built 24-bed Rankin Inlet long-term care facility on Jan. 14. 
(File photo by Arty Sarkisian)

The Liberals came up three seats short of a majority 
government in winning the April 28 federal election. 
According to reports, they are trying to entice enough 
opposition members to cross the floor to create a majority. 
(File photo)

Judge Comment: Given the timing of this leak, the paper took a strong 
stand —  consistent with its own traditions

Judge Comment: Almost prophetic when written in the run up to the last 
federal elections.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway

The 1510 West
Brenda O’Farrell

Judge Comment: A model, fact-driven editorial that will likely sway 
opinion.

Nunatsiaq News 
Corey Larocque3

1

2

Competition Comments: Some really strong contenders in this category, comforting knowing that there are strong opinions out there!
Judge: George Abraham
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Best Headline Writing

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Madeline Kerr, Simon Hopkins, Trevor Greenway,  
Matt Harrison, Nikki Mantell

Judge: Patti Sonntag

Judge Comment: Great work!

Judge Comment: Some terrific choices.

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph 
Danielle Burns, Ruby Pratka, Luc Lang

Judge Comment: Extremely creative.

3

1Constipated? 
Maybe the 
solution is 

a group

Waterbomber 
pilot gives the 

scoop on 
California fires 

‘Curvy and 
stoic’ polar bear 

licence plates 
return

Nunatsiaq News 
Corey Larocque, Arty Sarkisian, Gord Howard,  
Randi Beers, Jeff Pelletier

2

• Village cat needs some scratch
• Hills wake up to shake up
• What a load of croc
•Kaz dad raises stink over smelly wedding 

• 	Lights-out looms for Avenue Cartier 
	 lampshades amid arts funding crunch
• 	Fall of patriarchy is favorite season for 	
	 World March of Women
• 	Club de Curling Jacques-Cartier 	
	 still rocks after 100 years
• 	Snowstorms shadow 65th Quebec  
	 Pee-Wee Hockey Tournament

•	Belgian ‘dude’ faces polar bears, heat 		
	 and rough terrain in 34,000-km trek
•	In search of a plan B:  
	 What if Nunavut mining goes ‘uh-oh’
•	Polar bear fans, Trump foes boost  
	 Qikiqtarjuaq tourism
•	GN inflates giant colon to  
	 encourage cancer screening
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Best Education Story
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Arty Sarkisian 

 
Ontario and the three ter-
ritorial governments say 
they’ll co-operate in a 
push to remove trade and 
employment barriers as 
Canada’s economy faces 
“economic and geopoliti-
cal uncertainty.” 

“It positions Nunavut 
to be a more connected 
and competitive player in 
Canada’s economy,” Pre-
mier P.J. Akeeagok said in 
a news release July 22, an-
nouncing the signing of 
the memorandum of un-
derstanding between 
Nunavut, Ontario, Yukon 

and the Northwest Terri-
tories. 

The agreement was 
signed by premiers Doug 
Ford of Ontario, R.J. Simp-
son of N.W.T., Mike Pem-
berton of Yukon and 
Akeeagok, during the 
three-day meeting of the 
Council of the Federation, 
which included all 13 of 
Canada’s premiers, in 
Huntsville., Ont., north of 
Toronto. 

The premiers agreed to 
“collaborate wherever 
possible” in removing bar-
riers to trade between 
their jurisdictions, and to 
ease restrictions in recog-

nizing certifications and li-
cences for regulated occu-
pations like doctors, 
nurses and teachers. 

Ontario and the three 
territories agree that “if a 
good or service that is 
deemed safe for sale or 
use for some Canadians, it 
should be considered safe 
for all Canadians,” the 
agreement said, adding 
the four jurisdictions will 
work to put that into prac-
tice. 

In 2021, Nunavut had 
the largest share of trade 
with Ontario among the 
territories with $1.7 billion 
in goods and services 
changing hands. Yukon 
and N.W.T. each had $800 
million in trade with the 
province. 

As well, people certi-
fied to work in one juris-

diction should be recog-
nized to do so in the oth-
ers, “without unnecessary 
barriers such as additional 
training, exams or assess-
ments,” the premiers 
agreed. 

Ontario, Nunavut, 
Yukon and N.W.T. will 
also try to align some of 
their technical safety laws 
and “strive” to eliminate 
unnecessary costs for 
workers and businesses 
operating across provin-
cial and territorial borders. 

The memorandum, 
which the news release 
said is not legally binding, 
comes a month after the 
federal government 
passed Bill C-5 which in-
cluded the Free Trade and 
Labour Mobility in 
Canada Act. 

That law aims to help 

generate $200 billion an-
nually for the Canadian 
economy by removing 
federal barriers to trade. 

In May, the govern-
ments of Nunavut, Yukon 
and N.W.T. started dis-
cussing establishing a ter-

ritorial  trade zone. 
Akeeagok said then that 
Nunavut is “exploring” 
the possibility of eliminat-
ing paperwork in licens-
ing requirements for 
lawyers, doctors, nurses 
and teachers.

Premiers sign memorandum of 
understanding at Council of the 
Federation meeting in Ontario 

Ontario, territories agree to remove trade barriers 

Arty Sarkisian 

 
When Timiusi Kittosuk 
walked into a wind tur-
bine blade factory in 
Gaspé, Que., last month, 
he could smell a mix of gas 
and nail polish remover. 

A few employees in 
white protective overalls 
were working with fibre-
glass, a material made of 
glass threads and hard-
ened liquid plastic that’s 
one of the main building 
components of wind tur-
bine blades. 

Looking at the scene, 
Kittosuk felt he had found 
his vocation. 

“It made me want to 
join them to build blades 
for the wind turbine,” he 
said in an interview July 
23. 

The 27-year-old was 
one of eight Sanikiluaq stu-

dents who signed up for a 
weeklong trip to Gaspé as 
part of a two-week course 
to learn how to be a wind 
turbine technician. The stu-
dents are 15 to 28 years old 
and the course ran from 
July 5 to 16. 

It was organized by 
Qikiqtani Inuit Associa-
tion and Nunavut 
Nukkiksautiit Corp., and 
funded by Qikiqtani Inuit 
Association’s Qikiqtani 
Skills and Training for 
Employment Partnership 
with funding from the fed-
eral government’s Skills 
and Partnership Fund. 

The two organizations 
are leading a $20-million 
project which includes 
building a wind turbine in 
Sanikiluaq expected to 
produce enough power to 
offset up to 70 per cent of 
the current diesel fuel 

usage in the community of 
1,010 people. 

It’s expected to be com-
pleted by late fall or early 
winter. The corporation is 
looking for locals, like Kit-
tosuk, to provide mainte-
nance for the turbine. 

The two-week course 
was just a “taster,” said 
Jess Puddister, strategy 
and operations manager 
at Nunavut Nukkiksautiit 
Corp. It doesn’t yet qual-
ify the attendees to work 
at a wind turbine. 

Moving to Gaspé for a 
full, roughly one-year 
wind turbine maintenance 
program at Collège d’en-
seignement général et pro-
fessionnel, the General 
and Vocational College, 
would be a big commit-
ment. The company 
wanted to “give people a 
sense of what the full cer-
tification would be 
about,” Puddister said, 
adding the hopes are that 
three or four will complete 
the course. 

Nukkiksautiit Corp. is 
prepared to cover tuition 
fees, living expenses and, 
potentially, provide a 
stipend, she said. 

“It would be our hope 
for sure that they would 
want to come and work 
with us and stay in 
Sanikiluaq,” she said. 

“But maybe they 
might want to work some-
where else, like Timiusi 
[Kittosuk] is saying, he’s 

really fascinated by the 
blade manufacturing. I 
think that’s awesome.” 

Kittosuk said he does 
want to spend time work-
ing in Sanikiluaq after he 

finishes the full training, 
which he plans to apply 
for as soon as the course 
opens. 

But after that, he wants 
to move to Gaspé, put on 

white protective overalls 
and advance his career 
there. 

“I see myself building 
blades with those guys in 
Gaspé,” he said.

Students get a ‘taster’ 
of what it's like to do 
wind turbine work 
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Sanikiluaq students take part in a two-week wind turbine 
technician course at Collège d’enseignement général et 
professionnel, the General and Vocational College, in Gaspé, 
Que., last month. (Photo courtesy of Nunavut Nukkiksautiit 
Corp.) 

Nunavut Premier P.J. Akeeagok, left, and Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford sign a memorandum of understanding agreeing to 
collaborate in removing internal trade barriers. (Photo 
courtesy of the Nunavut premier’s office) 

Sanikiluaq students and mentors celebrate Nunavut Day during a two-week course in Gaspé, 
Que. (Photo courtesy of Nunavut Nukkiksautiit Corp.)
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Sam Aipellee sits in an Ot-
tawa Technical Secondary 
School classroom, watch-
ing as language specialist 
Nina Kuppaq carefully 
lights a soapstone qulliq 
after filling it with olive oil 
and cotton.  

Kuppaq addresses the 
group of five students 
seated before her, describ-
ing how the qulliq is his-
torically a crucial source of 
light and warmth in Inuit 
households. 

When a student asks 
how animal fat was used 
to light the lamp, Kuppaq 
explains that seal or whale 
fat was rendered into oil. 

Aipellee, who is in 
Grade 12, is one of the first 
students in a new Inukti-

tut language class offered 
at the school as of Feb. 3. 
She said she sees it as an 
opportunity to practise 
speaking Inuktitut again. 

“I get to relearn my 
language and understand 
and answer in Inuktitut 
when speaking with my 
family. Since it’s my first 
language but I lost it, I 
would love to relearn it 
again,” she said. 

This is the first time the 
course has been  offered by 
the Ottawa-Carleton Dis-
trict School Board. 

“It is a really historical 
moment for Indigenous 
people, especially the 
Inuit community, with re-
gards to language revital-
ization and maintaining 

ᓃᕼᐋ ᐱᒧᓪᒧᑦ 
 

ᓵᒻ ᐊᐃᐱᓕ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᑐᔪᓂ 
ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᒥ, 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᓃᓇ 
ᑯᐹᖅ ᐃᑯᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᔭᖅᑲᒥ ᖁᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓗᓪᓕᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐅᖅᓱᒥᕐ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᖒᔭᕐᒥ.  

ᑯᐹᖅ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂ ᓴᓂᓕᐊᓂ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᖅᑐᓂ, 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᑐᖃᖅ 
ᐃᑯᒪᔾᔪᑎᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖅᑰᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᒥᒃ ᐊᐱᕆᔪᖃᕋᒥ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐆᒪᔫᑉ 
ᐅᖅᓱᖓ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᑯᒻᒪᒃᓴᐃ -
ᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᓪᓕᕐᒥ, ᑯᐹᖅ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᑦᑎᐅᑉ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᐅᑉ ᐅᖅᓱᖓ ᑲᐅᑕᐅ -
ᔭᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᖅᓱᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ. 

ᐊᐃᐱᓕ, ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᒥ 12−ᒦᑦᑐᖅ, 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕ -
ᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 
3−ᖑᓕᖅᑐᒥ. ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᕙᖓ ᐱᕕᕐᓴ -
ᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒋᐅᖅᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᒻᒥ. 

“ᐃᓕᒃᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᖓ ᐅᐅᖃᓯᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᖓ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᐃᓚᓐᓄᑦ. ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᒐᒃᑯ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓚᐅᕋᒃᑯ, 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᐅᓇ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇ -
ᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓐᓂ ᐋᑐᕚ−ᑳᕈᑎᓐ 
ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 

“ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓇᖅᑑᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ 

ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓄᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᔭᓂᕗᕐ ᒥᓄᒥᓂ, 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ 8−ᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᓂ 9−ᒥ 12−ᒧᑦ. 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᒐᓚᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐊᕈᓯᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅᑕᐅᖅ. 

“ᖃᐅᔨᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓂ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᕗᖅ,” 
ᒥᓄᒥᓂ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯ -
ᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᐱᕆᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᓚᐅᖃ -
ᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 

ᔮᔅᒥᓐ ᑐᐊᐃᒡ, ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎ -
ᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᔪᕆᖅᓱᐃᕙᒃᑐᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ, 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ. 

“ᑕᐃᑯᖓᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅ -
 ᔪᓅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᖓ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎ -
ᐅᓪᓗᖓ ᑖᒃᑯᓂᖓᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃ   ᓚ- 
  ᐅᙱᑦᑐᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

“ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᐃᓱᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᔪᕆᖅᓱ -
ᐃᕙᒃᑐᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐸᓗᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ, 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᕌᓂᓚᐅᖅᑕᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓂ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
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Ottawa students get chance to learn Inuktitut 
Ottawa-Carleton District School 
Board launched program on Feb. 3 

ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᒻᒥ 

Report offers look inside 
group home where  
2 residents died ᐋᑐᕚ−ᑳᕈᑎᓐ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔩᑦ 

ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 3−ᒥ 

Jorge Antunes 

 
A year after the Depart-
ment of Family Ser-
 vices  announced 
investigations into “criti-
cal incidents” at a group 
home in Chesterfield 
Inlet, it’s still not clear 
what caused the deaths 
of two residents and the 
hospitalization of an-
other. 

But a third-party re-
view into the quality of 
care offered at the Naja 
Isabelle Medical Home 
provided to the Depart-
ment of Family Services 
on Jan. 12, 2024, gives 
some details of “deficien-
cies” found at the time in 
the medical care pro-
vided by staff at the 
home. 

The review, prepared 
by Knowledge Council 
Inc., lists several prob-
lems at the facility but 
does not specifically 
refer to the critical inci-
dents announced on Feb. 
16, 2024, that spurred the 
investigation. 

Naja Isabelle Medical 
Home was a residence 
for children and adults 

with specialized medical 
needs, run by Pimak-
slirvik Corp. since 2004. 

A 12-year-old resi-
dent of the home died 
Jan. 6, 2024, and a 19-
year-old resident died 
Oct. 17, 2023, after they 
were hospitalized, along 
with a third resident. It’s 
not clear when the resi-
dents were hospitalized. 

The Knowledge 
Council review com-
menced on Dec. 7, 2023, 
and reflects information 
provided to investigators 
as of 5 p.m. on Dec. 20, 
2023. 

It included 26 recom-
mendations to improve 
service at the group 
home, but the Govern-
ment of Nunavut  de-
clined to renew  its 
contract with Pimak-
slirvik after it expired 
March 31, 2024. 

The review found, 
among other things, evi-
dence of “delayed access 
to medical care and inap-
propriate medical inter-
ventions for respiratory 
issues when health con-
ditions were escalating.” 

“There is evidence 

that when a resident was 
in an acute medical cri-
sis, the medical provider 
failed to follow its own 
policy to contact the 
community health centre 
and transport the resi-
dent immediately.” 

It also points out that 
nurses were “prohib-
ited” from taking resi-
dents in need of medical 
care to the health centre 
without authorization 
from the director of care, 
and that these delays re-
sulted in “several” 
medevacs in 2023. 

The review also 
found concerns with the 
handling and dispensing 
of medications. 

“Employees were re-
using single-use syringes 
by washing or steaming 
[them] in the mi-
crowave,” it said. 

Syringes were pre-
filled with medication, 
but not properly labeled; 
the narcotics cupboard 
was unlocked; narcotics 
counts were being con-
ducted by one nurse 
when two were required; 

Authorities still won’t say what happened 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

Jasmine Doig, left, Indigenous graduation coach at Ottawa Technical Secondary School and Ginnifer Menominee, the Indigenous 
languages co-ordinator for the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, stand in the smudging room of the secondary school where 
the first-ever Inuktitut course in Ontario was launched Feb. 3. (Photo by Nehaa Bimal)  CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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New phase for greening project
RAVEN KATSIT’SIIO 
EDWARDS BROWN

The easTern Door 

After years of planning and 
public input, the greening and 
design project is entering its third 
stage on the way to bringing to life 
a long-anticipated vision for the 
greenspace between the Mercier 
Bridge up-ramp on Highway 132 
and the Old Malone service road.

The initiative, led by PlanIt 
Consulting & Communications, 
originates from the Jacques 
Cartier and Champlain Bridges 
Incorporated (JCCBI) sustainable 
development strategy, which sup-
ports environmental and social 
improvements around bridge 
infrastructure.

According to Maris Jacobs, 
project coordinator for PlanIt, 
phase three marks the beginning 
of the design phase, when ideas 
collected through consultation 
finally start to take shape.

“Phase three is what we’re 
calling the design phase. So, we 
are post-community consultation, 
and all the information we have 
gathered since we started again is 
being created on paper, digitally, 
being put into place in phase 
three,” she explained. “We’re 
basically putting things into mo-
tion so that they’re no longer just 
ideas. They’re the ideas that are 
kind of coming to life.”

The project’s final design, 
known as the Hybrid Scenario, 
combines two earlier concepts 
that emerged during community 
consultation and working group 

sessions held between 2023 and 
2025. The plan integrates green-
ing, public art, water features, and 
traffic flow to create a multifunc-
tional, sustainable public space.

“We were referring to it as a 
hybrid scenario because that was 
a presentation on a design that 
merged two ideas together from 
previous consultation phases,” 
she said. “So, we’re now referring 
to it as the final design we landed 
on and what all of the feedback 
pointed to.”

Phase three focuses on refin-
ing that design: selecting vegeta-
tion, defining water management 

strategies, and beginning the 
artwork procurement process.

“Now that we’re in the 
design phase, it’s time to start 
talking about refinement and 
strategy determining the types 
of vegetation that will go in the 
space, the elevation of the space, 
and the art that’s going to be in-
cluded,” Jacobs said. 

“Part of phase three is about 
the procurement process. We 
know that the community was 
interested in including artwork 
in the space, so that’s going to 
entail calls to artists, determining 
dimensions, materials, and all of 

those final details.”
PlanIt expects visible prog-

ress to begin next year.
“The earliest (on-site work) 

would probably be next fall or end 
of summer 2026,” Jacobs said. 
“Our work in this phase is really 
going to be to provide updates on 
the project and find the project’s 
certain milestones, when there are 
completed renderings available, 
when the procurement process 
starts, and when work-on-site be-
gins.”

While formal consultation 
has ended, PlanIt will continue 
engaging the community through 

information kiosks and regular 
updates. The first public kiosk 
will be held November 4 at the 
Services Complex from 12 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

Beyond beautification, the 
project aims to restore and pre-
serve natural ecosystems while 
offering a safe, accessible greens-
pace for residents.

“This phase will help de-
termine whether we focus on a 
recreational approach, an acces-
sible approach, or a reforestation 
approach,” said Jacobs.

“What’s going to be the one 
strategy for the greenscape, to 
make sure that all of those things 
are working together to promote 
biodiversity, to have the foliage 
be self-sustaining, not just have 
a stream there because it looks 
nice, or bushes here because they 
look nice, but to have the space 
take care of itself, feed itself over 
time, so that the community can 
access it briefly and use it as an 
educational opportunity. Or just 
for a leisure opportunity, but that 
even if nobody is in there, using 
it all year round, it still serves a 
purpose of improving that envi-
ronment.”

Jacobs emphasized that open 
communication remains a priority 
as the project moves forward. 

“If anybody has any ques-
tions, you don’t have to wait for 
the kiosks,” she said. “We’re 
here anytime people want to ask 
questions or get a little more in-
formation about the project.”

raven@easterndoor.com 

COURTESY MARIS JACOBS

Plans for the Greening and Design Project are moving forward as phase three begins, turning community 
ideas into a revitalized greenspace near the Mercier Bridge.

Moose seized in Listuguj territory
EVE CABLE

The easTern Door

A group of local harvesters say 
more needs to be done to ensure 
local hunters are fully aware of 
regulations in other territories, after 
two of their moose were seized in 
Matane earlier this month.

“The whole ordeal could 
have been avoided,” said Sho-
nonhsiio Jacobs, one of the 
Kahnawa’kehró:non involved in 
the incident.

The group were harvesting in 
Matane, on the Gaspe Peninsula, 
earlier this month, which is con-
sidered part of Listuguj territory. 
They had their harvest seized after 
game wardens received reports 
of blood leaking from a vehicle. 
The wardens ultimately took the 
moose, cutting the lock of a trailer 
to retrieve one, and removing the 
other from a truck bed. 

The Listuguj Mi’gmaq 
Government (LMG) has specific 
guidelines for Indigenous har-
vesters who are not from the ter-
ritory, including the requirement 
for those individuals to obtain a 
letter of authority from the LMG.

There are a number of 
additional requirements for har-
vesters, including carrying that 
letter with them at all times, not 
harvesting at night for safety 
reasons, only harvesting one 

moose for the year, and register-
ing all harvested moose with the 
Mi’gmaq Rangers. 

Harvesters must also comply 
with applicable provincial safety 
regulations, follow provincial 
regulations concerning firearms, 
and be accompanied by a Listuguj 
community member at all times 
- the LMG emphasizes that it’s 
important for a Listuguj commu-
nity member to be there during 
the harvest to ensure necessary 
protocols of paying respect are 
followed after a moose is killed. 

Per the LMG regulations, 
those who don’t comply may 
have their authority letter revoked 
and their harvest seized.

Jacobs said that he and the 
group didn’t meet those require-
ments because they simply didn’t 
know about them. He said that 
it’s a serious issue that various 
Indigenous communities don’t 
have strong understandings of 
other nation’s practices, and that 
more needs to be done to educate 
harvesters.

“I think the Mohawk Council 
of Kahnawake (MCK) should do 
a better job to fight for our right to 
hunt and be better connected with 
other communities, so that nothing 
like that happens again,” he said. 
“It’s been more than two weeks, 
and they still haven’t made any 
effort to inform other community 

members that go to Matane.”
MCK chief David Diabo 

said community members need 
to be thorough when preparing to 
harvest in other communities, and 
should be cooperative with game 
wardens, who he said have a re-
sponsibility to ensure regulations 
are being followed.

“The game wardens did their 
job,” Diabo said.

While Diabo said MCK 
doesn’t condone the seizure of 
any kind of subsistence harvest-
ing, he said that it’s important 
to respect the territory of other 
nations, and emphasized that it 
can be dangerous to hunt on other 
territories without following the 
proper procedures.

“It’s traditional territory but 
it’s not our traditional territory. 
It’s Mi’kmaq territory,” Diabo. 

“They’re doing this for har-
vesters’ safety. It’s an emergency 
management issue. If you’re in 
there and you get caught in a 
storm, or somebody gets shot acci-
dentally, or you fall down, break a 
bone, get hurt, they need to know 
you’re there,” Diabo said. “Ulti-
mately, it’s the rangers that would 
have to go out and find them.” 

Diabo said that the situation 
was complicated by the members 
of the group failing to cooperate 
with the wardens and refusing to 
answer their questions - Jacobs 

characterized the incident as 
stressful for the group, lasting 
almost three hours.

“The MCK should’ve prop-
erly informed all the community 
hunters about this policy and 
written permission form. They 
failed to do so, and they put the 
blame on us for this incident,” Ja-
cobs said. “It just sucks, we kind 
of look like the bad guys in this 
story, but it’s not our fault.”

No members of the group 
were arrested, but they were not 
permitted to retrieve the moose 
after the seizure. Diabo said he’s 
been in contact with Sylvain Ma-
rois, of Quebec’s Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources and Forests, since 
the incident, who was supportive 
of Onkwehón:we hunting rights, 
and said that it’s important to en-
sure everyone is informed about 
other community’s regulations 
going forward.

“The discussions will con-
tinue, and he himself was the one 
that said, ‘We acknowledge you 
have a right to hunt, we’re never 
going to stop you,’” Diabo said. 
“MCK is always going to protect 
that right, for all our community 
members.”

Jacobs said that there must 
be better communication to en-
sure this kind of incident doesn’t 
happen again.

“Hopefully in the future, 
members of the community will 
get the proper authorization to 
harvest and respect the policy in 
their traditional territory,” he said. 

Full information about re-
quirements for hunting on Listu-
guj territory can be found on the 
LMG website. 

eve@easterndoor.com

marthamontour939@gmail.com
CP 939, Kahnawake Mohawk Territory J0L 1B0
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Martha Montour
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Legal Services for First Nations  Communities

Specialty: Family Mediation for Divorce and Separation 
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Step inside the sea cans lo-
cated in uptown Gjoa 
Haven and the dry Arctic 
air gives way to rainforest-
like humidity. 

Fresh basil, strawber-
ries and cherry tomatoes 
grow in stacked rows 
under LED lights at Nau-
rvik  — “the growing 
place,” in Inuktitut — an 
off-grid greenhouse pow-
ered mostly by wind and 
solar energy. 

Working at the green-
house on June 10, man-
ager Betty Kogvik looked 
over the fresh produce 
she’d prepared for the 
team’s snack and said: “If 
only I had ranch dip, I’d 
have all the fixings for a 
great salad.” 

For Kogvik, who has 
been working at Naurvik 
since it opened in 2019, 
the facility is more than a 
workplace — it’s a vital 
source of fresh food in 
one of Canada’s most re-
mote regions. 

Naurvik is a commu-
nity-led project operated 
in partnership with the 
Arctic Research Founda-
tion, Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada, the 

Canadian Space Agency, 
National Research Council 
Canada, and local techni-
cians from Gjoa Haven. 

The farm uses three 
old shipping containers 
that have been turned into 
climate-controlled “pods” 
each with 168 square feet 
of growing space. 

Each insulated con-
tainer holds seven racks 
with shelves for plants, 
tall racks for vine crops, 
and six 50-gallon tanks 
with nutrient solutions fil-
tered by ultraviolet light. 
A large exhaust fan con-
trols carbon dioxide and 
humidity levels, while a 
dehumidifier keeps the air 
just right. 

All the power comes 
from Canada’s northern-
most solar and wind setup. 

It includes two six-
kilowatt wind turbines, 
two sheets of solar panels 
producing 7.32 kilowatts 
each, lithium-ion battery 
banks, and a diesel 
backup generator. This 
system keeps the farm 
running all year, even 
with little sunlight. 

The team delivers 
fresh produce to elders, 
search-and-rescue teams, 
schools and anyone in 

need in the community of 
about 1,300 people. 

“Everything we har-
vest goes to the commu-
nity for free,” Kogvik said. 

The setup also in-
cludes a utility pod to 
store seeds, soil and 
equipment. The team 
grows potatoes, carrots 
and radishes outside in 
the summer. They’re 
growing watermelons this 
year, a first for the Arctic 
farm. 

The facility hasn’t been 
without challenges. 

Kogvik, who began 
with no knowledge of 

plants six years ago, takes 
pride in tending the 
crops. 

“I work on the plants. I 
make sure they don’t have 
algae, look for dead leaves 
and see if there’s anything 
that needs to be har-
vested,” she said. 

The first produce she 
grew was romaine lettuce. 
Kogvik remembers being 
“really amazed” by how it 
turned out. 

“The taste is a big dif-
ference from the stores,” 
she said. 

The full-time, eight-
person crew often works 

11 a.m. until 5 p.m. main-
taining the delicate bal-
ance of light, humidity 
and nutrients in the pods. 

Winter poses its own 
challenges. 

Power outages during 
24-hour darkness require 
the team to keep doors 
closed to retain heat and 
humidity. Sometimes they 
have to travel over deep 
snow by snowmobile if 
the diesel backup fails. 

Yet the facility man-
ages to produce 75 per 
cent of its power from re-
newable sources year-
round, critical toward 
sustainable Arctic food in-
dependence. 

Kogvik said food 
prices “are crazy and get 
higher every few months. 
Tomatoes in Gjoa Haven 
can cost up to $9 a pack. I 
can’t even have food on 
the table anymore,” she 
said. 

“I wish we could ex-
pand. There are other 
communities close by that 
really want something like 
this for the future. It 
would be nice.” 

Carleigh Paul, a 
spokesperson for the Arc-
tic Research Foundation, 

confirmed expansion 
plans, noting the organi-
zation currently has 18 
similar labs deployed 
across the Arctic. 

“The Naurvik project 
was always meant to be 
replicable in other com-
munities, and we are ac-
tively working to make it 
as efficient as possible so 
we can achieve this goal,” 
Paul said in an email. 

Costs for the mobile 
labs vary depending on 
design and power needs, 
ranging from about 
$80,000 for a basic unit 
connected to the power 
grid to roughly $200,000 
for a fully independent lab 
with wind turbines, solar 
panels and battery stor-
age. 

For now, the team in 
Gjoa Haven continues to 
nurture its unique Arctic 
garden, working toward 
growing more plants na-
tive to King William Is-
land. 

At the request of a 
local elder, they’ve even 
started growing dande-
lions for medicinal use, 
which Kogvik is looking 
forward to learning more 
about.

Mint and berries: Inside Gjoa Haven’s greenhouse 
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• ᐊᑭᑭᓕᒋᐊᕐᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ  ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐅᑎᑕᕈᑎᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᑦ  ᐃᑦᓯᕙᐅᑌᑦ  
ᐊᒥᓲᖕᖏᑐᑦ.

• ᐊᑭᑭᓕᒋᐊᕐᓯᒪᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᐅᑉ  ᓇᓗᓀᕐᑕᐅᒪᒍᑎᖓ  ᐅᓇ: 
QSUMMER

From left, Betty Kogvik, Mark Ullikataq (front), Brett 
Tiririarnaq, John Qirqqut, David Jr. (DJ) Porter and Lucy Ann 
Oogak are part of the team running Naurvik, an indoor farm in 
Gjoa Haven. Using solar and wind power, the group grows fresh 
produce year-round in retrofitted shipping containers to help 
improve local food security. (Photo by Caroline Mullany)

Judge Comment: This important piece about harvesters caught up in 
regulatory issues does a nice job explaining the situation and  
recommending solutions. 

Judge Comment: This is a powerful explainer that examines how global 
machinations have an effect on the local level. The sensitive addition of 
local farming voices makes this piece especially important. 

Nunatsiaq News 
Nehaa Bimal

The Equity
Emma McGrath

Judge Comment: A fascinating look at indoor farming in a remote area, 
this is an inspiring story about a community coming together to farm in 
some of the most unlikely circumstances. 

The Eastern Door 
Eve Cable3

1

2

Competition Comments: Entries this year were strong, and these three rose to the top. The diversity of topics is well illustrated by the winners, 
each of which treated questions of agriculture in Quebec in different and sensitive ways. Bravo to all the entrants. 

Judge: Magda Konieczna
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Nunavut’s new fire 
marshal aims to 

visit communities 

Drum dancer honoured 
with stamp 

Alianait rocks crowds 
in Iqaluit 

11 13

Nehaa Bimal 

 
Jimmy Arqviq is Gjoa 
Haven’s “clean energy 
champion.” 

He says he remembers 
the moment LED lights 
were first installed in the 
community arena in 2018. 

Power bills dropped 
from $10,000 to $4,000 a 
month — and something 
clicked. 

Today, thanks to Ar-
qviq’s years of advocacy 
for clean energy, solar 
panels are powering that 
same arena and five 
homes across Gjoa Haven. 

It’s part of a larger 
push to reduce reliance on 
diesel that must be 
shipped into the commu-

nity during brief summer 
windows. 

“The reason I got into 
this is mainly because the 
cost of living and opera-
tions are so high up here 
and I wanted to reduce it,” 
said Arqviq, who is a par-
ticipant in the federal gov-
ernment’s Indigenous 
Off-Diesel Initiative. 

He also works as the 
hamlet’s building mainte-
nance foreman. 

In May, five homes in 
Gjoa Haven, chosen 
through a lottery, received 
solar panels. These sys-
tems, each five kilowatts, 
are designed to meet most 
of a household’s annual 
electricity needs. 

Nehaa Bimal  

 
A new report from the 
Competition Bureau of 
Canada calls on the fed-
eral government to boost 
competition in the coun-
try’s airline industry — 
placing special emphasis 
on the needs of northern 
and remote communities.  

 Titled Cleared for Take-
off: Elevating Airline Com-
petition, the report 
released June 19 lays out 
10 recommendations to 
improve market access 
and lower airfares. 

The bureau conducted 
a field study in Iqaluit 
and more than 120 inter-
views with local people, 
businesses and airline 
representatives in 
Nunavut, the Northwest 
Territories, the Yukon and 
northern Quebec. 

Even the introduction 

of a single new competi-
tor on a route could re-
duce fares by an average 
of nine per cent, the re-
port said. 

Air travel in the 
North, it said, is “an es-
sential lifeline” not just 
for passengers but for the 
flow of food, medicine, 
equipment and mail. 

Travel Nunavut, 
which works with gov-
ernments, Inuit organiza-
tions and private 
operators to promote 
tourism, was consulted 
for the study. It reported 
that in most of Nunavut’s 
25 communities, “there is 
very limited consumer 
choice” with one major 
scheduled carrier. 

For instance, many 
routes are available only 
once a week and round-
trip fares on the busiest 
route, between Ottawa 

and Iqaluit, range from 
$1,000 to $2,000 or more. 
For less-travelled routes, 
prices can be as high as 
$5,000, include one or 
more stops, and can 
sometimes take two days. 

“The competition bu-
reau has a responsibility 
to even the ‘playing 
field,’” Travel Nunavut 
said in the report. 

The travel organiza-
tion also suggested air ser-
vices in northern Canada 
be treated similarly to 
highways in southern 
Canada, with increased 
funding to support oper-
ating subsidies and capital 
improvements. 

The report proposes 
the formation of a national 
working group focused 
on improving northern air 
transportation. 

It also recommends 
regulatory flexibility, in-
cluding revisiting one-
size-fits-all federal rules 
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Homes light up with solar power in Gjoa Haven 
Five houses in hamlet 
had 5-kilowatt solar panels 
installed in May 

Report urges competition 
in northern skies 

ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓂᕐᓴᐅᖁᔨᕗᑦ 
ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑰᕈᑎᓂ 

Competition bureau proposes 
creation of working group ᓃᕼᐊ ᐱᒧᓪ  

 
ᓄᑖᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐱᖁᔨᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅ -
ᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᑎ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂ — ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓗᐊᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓄᑭᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒎᓯᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆ -
ᐊᖃᓕᕐᑐᖅ: ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᖅ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓂᕐᒥᒃ, ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᓂᑯᑦ ᔫᓂ 19-
ᒥ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖁᓕᓂᒃ (10) ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯ -
ᐅᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᖓᑕ ᓲ - 
 ᓕ ᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑭᑭᓐᓂᕐᓴᓂ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐅᑎ -
ᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ. 

ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 120 ᐅᖓᑖᓂ 
ᐊᐱᕐᓱᑲᑕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ, 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᓄᑦ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᓂᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ, ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥᑦ, ᔫᑳᓐᒥᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑯᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᓂᑦ. 

ᐊᒃᓱᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᒐᓗᐊᒥ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎ -
ᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᑐᒥ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᒋᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᒥᒃᖠᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᐅᓇᔭᕐᑐᖅ ᒪᐅᖓ 9 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒧᑦ, 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ ᐅᖃᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ. 

ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᕐᒥ 

“ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᒻᒪᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒧᑦ” ᖃᖓᑕᓂᕐᒧ -
ᑐᐊᖑᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᒪᑯᓄᖓᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᓂᕿᓄᑦ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᕙᒃᑐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐅᑎᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᒃᑰᖅᑐᓄᑦ. 

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᕕᒋᒍᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ (Travel Nunavut), 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂᑦ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑰᕐᑐᓂᒃ ᐳᓚᕋᖅᑐ -
ᓕᕆᔨᓂᒃ, ᐊᐱᕐᓱᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖁᔭ -
ᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ. ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓕᐅᓕᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ 25 
ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂᒃ, “ᐊᑐᕈᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᕐᓱᓗ -
ᐊᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ” ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 

ᓲᕐᓗ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ, ᐅᓄᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓰᖅᖢᒍ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᑎᒧᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᐅᕈ -
ᓘᔭᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂᒃ, ᐋᑐᕚᓪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᓪᓗ 
ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖓᒍᑦ ᐊᑭᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᒫᙵᑦ $1,000 ᒪᐅᖓ 
$2,000-ᒧᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ. ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕝᕕᐅᓗ -
ᐊᖃᑦᑕᙱᑦᑐᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐊᑭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑎᑭᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓛᓐᓂ $5,000-ᒧᑦ, ᐊᖅᑯᓵᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᐅᖓᑖᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓛᓐᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓘᖕᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᐸᒐᓱᒃᑕᒧᑦ. 

“ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᒪᑕ 
ᓇᓕᒧᒌᒃᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ‘ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᐅᔪᓂᒃ,’” 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᕐᕕᒋᒍᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐅᖃᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓂ. 

ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᖁᔨᕗᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

Nudrat Ihsan, Gjoa Haven’s innovation and research projects co-ordinator, and Jimmy Arqviq, building maintenance foreman and 
clean energy champion, stand outside a home in Gjoa Haven with solar panels installed last month as part of the community’s 
effort to reduce diesel use and cut energy costs. (Photo by Nehaa Bimal)CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Serving the  
Eastern Arctic  

since 1973

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local journalism Initiative

The next generation of fl ood 
maps being developed by the 
Quebec government could spell 

out a nightmare for Hills home-
owners who live in high-risk 
areas. 

According to Quebec’s Min-
istry of Environment, next-gen-
eration fl ood maps are being 

developed this spring. Due to 
climate change, the government 
expects fl ood zones to grow by 
a staggering 40 per cent. Insur-
ance experts are sounding the 
alarm now that homeowners can 

expect big changes to their cover-
age—very high premiums or no 
fl ood insurance at all. 

“Although it is impossible to 
predict the outcome for a par-
ticular sector, it is expected that 

in the majority of cases, the 
next-generation fl oodplain maps 
will be larger following their new 
delimitation,” wrote Ministry 
of Environment spokesperson 

BY TREVOR GREENWAY, Local Journalism InitiativeQuebec fl ood maps to grow by 40%

Wakefi elders Carly Woods (left) and her mom Karen Bays wasted no time in showing their support for 
Canada in the face of US President Donald Trump's attack on their country. They ordered these snappy 
T-shirts to tell Trump that there is "Not a snowball's chance in hell" Canada would become the 51st state. 
Woods told the Low Down that she isn't anti-American, but she feels bad for so many of her southern 
neighbours that she is "standing up and saying hell no!  We don’t want to join that chaos." Trump has de-
layed his tarriffs on Canadian goods for a month. Photo: courtesy Carly Woods. 

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalim Initiative

The head of the Western Que-
bec School Board (WQSB) says 
he isn’t worried about the $1.1 
million he is being forced to cut 
from his budget, but he is con-
cerned about how another round 
of expected cuts this spring will 
a� ect students. 

WQSB Executive Director 
George Singfi eld told a group 
of school board commissioners 
Jan. 28 that while the plan to cut 
more than half a million dollars 
in salaries, plus another $500,000 
elsewhere won’t a� ect students 
this year, he doesn’t see how the 
school board can cut more with-
out disadvantaging students. 

“We could all make the 

BY SIMON HOPKINS
simon@lowdownonline.com

The new French elementary 
school planned for Chelsea has 
been put on pause after the prov-
incial government announced 
a round of funding cuts to the 
region. French media reported 
in December that the province 
was cutting $200 million slated 
for schools, hitting the breaks on 
99 school building projects across 
the province, including school 
expansions, new builds and mod-
ular classrooms.  

Initially, the Outaouais edu-
cation service centre (CSSPO) 
reassured Chelsea that the cuts 

Serving the community 
for over 70 years.
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WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: 

LOWDOWNONLINE.COM                                      THE ONLY PAPER SERVING ONLY THE GATINEAU HILLS SINCE 1973  

PAGE 15 Dingle, dangle: 
Gold medal for young 
hockey squad

PAGE 14 A place to grow old: Farm 
Point seniors' home dream realized

Q: Why was Pavlov’s hair so soft? A: Because he conditioned it 
Thanks to Sydney Douglas-Grant (from Chelsea, studying psychology in Victoria) for sharing!

$2.17 PLUS  TAX

Gold medal for young 
hockey squad

POTUS POTUS 
TRUMPEDTRUMPED

Judge Comment: A delightful story of how to maintain history  
while staying focused on the future. 

Judge Comment: Getting ahead of policy and regulatory frame-
works isn’t easy. This story brings a national debate around flood 
mapping to the local level and makes it relevant to homeowners.

Nunatsiaq News 
Nehaa Bimal

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway

Judge Comment: The world needs more stories about solutions. 
This story is a heartwarming take on an issue that has plagued 
communities in the North for decades —  access to clean, affordable 
electricity. It’s both character and community driven. Way to go, Jimmy. 

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph 
Myriam Labbé3

1

2

Judge: Ryan MacDonald

Best Environmental Story



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A25

VOLUME 44 | EDITION 31  
LE MERCREDI
3 SEPTEMBRE 2025
WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

VOTRE JOURNAL INDÉPENDANT, VOS ACTUALITÉS LOCALES
YOUR INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER, YOUR LOCAL NEWS

ABONNEMENT ANNUEL: 80,00 $ +TX

GRATUIT      •      FREE      •      GRATUIT      •      FREE      •      GRATUIT      •      FREE      •      GRATUIT      •      FREE 

C’EST
VENDU!

C’EST
VU...

819.665.0033
MARTYWAITE.COM

Votre épicerie,
une expérience!
Your grocery store,an experience!

425, chemin Vanier, Gatineau819 682-6767 | africansoulfood.ca819 682-6767 | africansoulfood.ca819 682-6767 | africansoulfood.ca

Fièrement 
brassée au / 

Proudly 
brewed at

55 Principale,
Aylmer, Québec

Tous les avis publics sont 
publiés sur le site Web  
de la Ville. Consultez-les  
au gatineau.ca.

AVIS IMPORTANT 

Z 

N
E

Z Z 

NN
EE
C
I
R
C
U
L
A
I
R
E
S

PAGE
12

PAGE 
15

Biftecks de bavette

 La saison
 du barbecue
ON AIME
Soyez prêts pour toutes vos occasions  
cet été : faites le plein de délices  
dans nos magasins ou en ligne.

Découvrez  
notre circulaire

CLIENT : LES ALIMENTS M&M BBRM - COMMUNICATIONS BLEU BLANC ROUGE INC.

PUBLICATION NO ANNONCE DESCRIPTION PARUTION DIMENSION COULEUR INFOG. DATE

LE BULLETIN DE GATINEAU - RÉSEAU SÉLECT — FULL PAGE SPREAD 18/06/2025 10 X 11.20 PO CMYK EA 13 JUIN 2025

819.208.3331 
www.towwww.towwww ertree.ca

TM

Tree ServicesTree Services

ÉmondageÉmondage

ÉVALÉVALÉVALALÉVALÉVALUATION UATION UATION TION UATION UATION 
GRATUITGRATUITGRATUITTUITGRATUITGRA E
FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE ESESESESESESESESTIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATIMATETETETETETETIMATETIMATETETETETIMATETIMATIMATETIMATESSSSSS
Assurance complète
Fully insured

Bâtiment à 
usage mixte est 
proposé pour 
un lot vacant 
d’Aylmer
Une demande visant à construire un bâti-
ment mixte de trois étages comportant des 
espaces commerciaux et huit logements a 
été formulée pour le terrain vacant situé au 
242, rue du Raton-Laveur, en face de l’école 
primaire de la Petite-Ourse, à Aylmer. Le 
bâtiment projeté s’inscrit dans la phase 7D 
du projet domiciliaire Village Ferme-Ferris 
de BENA Construction. 

Voir page 3

Gatineau city council 
Return from summer recess to packed agenda 
and concerned residents

Gatineau’s municipal council returned from summer recess with a full agenda focused on urban planning, heritage 
preservation, and public safety, while a group of residents — Jany Lavoie, Gabrielle Garneau, Noémie Lebrun, Sophie 
DesMarais, Hazel Rück-Boyle, and Francis Descoteaux — used question period to call for formal protection of the 
Champlain–Voyageurs ecological corridor in Aylmer. (TF) PHOTO: TASHI FARMILO

TashiFarmilo
LJI Reporter

Gatineau’s municipal council recon-
vened on August 26 following its sum-
mer recess, opening a packed session 

that signaled an ambitious political re-
turn and renewed public engagement. 
� e evening began with a moment 
of solemnity as council unanimously 
passed a resolution of condolence for 
Jean-Charles Gibeault, a school cross-
ing guard who served with the mu-

nicipal police since 2018. Councillor 
Steven Boivin paid tribute to Gibeault 
and successfully proposed the creation 
of a municipal week of recognition for 
crossing guards. � e motion was ad-
opted unanimously.

Continued on page 3
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Tackling traffic woes in town 
OLIVIER CADOTTE

The easTern Door

As the ongoing issue of 
traffic caused by construction in 
Chateauguay continues to cause 
friction, a few members of the 
community have decided to take 
matters into their own hands, a fact 
that has caused some concern for 
the Peacekeepers and the Mohawk 
Council of Kahnawake (MCK).

Wednesday morning, a post 
made on the What’s Happening 
in Kahnawake Facebook page did 
nothing to alleviate those concerns, 
as it declared that “All entrances to 
the village area of Kahnawake will 
be closed to non-residents from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m.” 

The MCK responded to the 
message via press release, stat-
ing that it was unofficial and not 
binding.

MCK grand chief Cody 
Diabo returned early from the As-
sembly of First Nations summit 
in Ottawa to oversee the situation.

“What I would ask for is just 
collaboration, at the end of the 
day, and working together and 
communicating. We can’t just take 
individual actions,” said Diabo. 

He said that while he com-
mended the community members 
who had made efforts to help the 
community, efforts might be better 
served discussing as a community 
and finding ideas for long-term 
solutions than residents taking 
matters into their own hands. 

Aaron Delaronde, who has 
been standing with a few others 
at the intersection near Karon-
hianónhnha Tsi Ionterihwaien-
stáhkhwa for almost two weeks 
during the evening rush-hour 
period, decided to take action 
when traffic had backed up in the 
area so much that it was making 
his every day life worse.

“On Monday, I couldn’t even 
get out of my own driveway. The 

traffic went back as far as the eye 
could see,” said Delaronde, who 
was interviewed during his shift 
checking traffic on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The potential danger created 
by the sheer number of drivers 
was exacerbated by some of the 
unsafe behaviours he would see 
happen - speeding, traffic viola-
tions, and more.  

“They weren’t even stopping 
at the stop sign. They were roll-
ing through, going through that 
one as well,” said Delaronde, 
pointing to the stop signs on the 
Old Malone Highway and the Old 
Chateauguay Road.

On Wednesday, Diabo went 
to the corner where the stops were 
being done to see what was going 
on with his own eyes.

What he found was that, in 
fact, no blockage of the sort people 
had worried about following the 
online post had been implement-
ed. Instead, the checks being made 
by a few community members for 
almost two weeks were continuing 

as they had been, letting locals 
through and asking non-locals if 
they were heading to Kahnawake 
or just passing through. 

Those who were not going to 
Kahnawake were asked, calmly, 
to turn around and make a U-turn 
back on the highway.

Diabo was glad to see that 
those checking where drivers were 
going were wearing reflective 
clothing to be seen, and that every-
thing was happening peacefully.   

The Kahnawake Peacekeep-
ers have also been supervising 
the checks, with a police vehicle 
parked at the school to make sure 
everything goes okay. 

Diabo spoke with Delaronde, 
as well as Timmy Sakawennen-
hawe Montour, another com-
munity member who has been 
helping out with traffic checks.

Diabo came away hopeful 
that they could communicate 
better, and even advanced the idea 
of a more official way of making 
these stops, which could include 
trained flagmen from local con-

tractors, like on highway construc-
tion sites, instead of residents in 
reflective jackets, so as to not put 
more burden on the Peacekeepers.

Delaronde said that he was 
glad to have the Peacekeepers 
supervise their stops, and that his 
intention was to help them, not 
work in spite of them.  

“The Peacekeepers, they 
can’t be everywhere, right?” said 
Delaronde.  

He said that a few days in, 
he recognizes most of the cars 
and drivers that he has let through 
before, either local residents or 
non-locals who work in town. 
He simply waves them through 
or gives them a thumbs up, and 
sometimes chats with them. 

The rest, he flags down, with 
a sign of the hand, and asks that 
they lower their window. He 
then asked the simple question: 
“where are you headed tonight?” 

For non-locals that, for 
example, may be going to see a 
loved one, doing a job for some-
one, or visiting a business; they 

get let through. 
The rest are asked to turn 

around and do a U-turn around 
the large cone installed between 
the lanes of the street that Delar-
onde stands by.

He said that a large number 
of Kahnawa’kehró:non have been 
vocally supportive when driving 
through, and most interactions 
with non-locals have gone well. 

Most, but not all. 
“Whatever you do, there’s a 

few people that complain. But, 
the positives far outweigh the 
negatives,” said Delaronde. 

There was one scary incident 
Tuesday, shared online by commu-
nity member Iotsitsanien Goodleaf. 

While crossing at the cross-
walk with her daughter, a driver, 
seemingly frustrated at having to 
wait to be checked, sped around 
the line and through the stop sign, 
while berating the community 
member doing the traffic check, 
she wrote in her post.

No one was hurt, but it 
showed that something much 
worse could have happened. 

That potential of serious inci-
dents involving people who may 
not be trained or sanctioned to deal 
with them has caused the concern 
for the MCK and the Peacekeepers. 

“We don’t want the situation 
to escalate. You know, civilians 
don’t have the kind of training 
that we do, de-escalation and just 
dealing with people in general,” 
said Kyle Zachary, spokesperson 
for the Kahnawake Peacekeepers. 

He said that the Peacekeep-
ers are currently monitoring the 
situation but have not disallowed 
the stops as of now. 

The Peacekeepers have been 
placing themselves at certain 
points where traffic is potentially 
coming into Kahnawake, redirect-
ing traffic on their end as well. 
Because of that, Zachary said that 
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Aaron Delaronde (pictured) has been one of a few community members who have stood in the street in front 
of Karonhianónhnha Tsi Ionterihwaienstáhkhwa School for the past week and a half, to ask drivers where 
they are going during evening rush hour, turning around anyone who isn’t local or going somewhere in town.
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Akwesasne land claim over?
EVE CABLE

The easTern Door

The Saint Regis Mohawk 
Tribe (SRMT) has reached an 
agreement with a New York 
governor that could spell the end 
of a decades-long land grievance 
– but many who have been fol-
lowing the case say that the deal 
symbolizes a loss of sovereignty 
in Akwesasne and beyond.

“Ultimately this is wrong, 
this is weakness where there 
needs to be strength,” said Isaac 
White, a community member 
from Akwesasne.

White was formerly a re-
porter for the now defunct Indian 
Time, which shuttered its doors in 
2024 after more than 40 years of 
news coverage in Akwesasne. 

This land claim is about the 
same age as the newspaper was, 
and Indian Time provided cov-
erage of negotiations throughout 
the decades, with White staying 
up to date on the topic since leav-
ing the paper. 

“The willingness to fight 
for what is ours isn’t completely 
gone. People might get the im-
pression that all of us have just 
accepted this, but there’s a lot of 
us who haven’t.”

The announcement from 
New York governor Kathy Ho-
chul came last Friday, following 
news last December that the 
SRMT had signed a final settle-
ment agreement to put the claim 
to bed, with the Mohawk Council 
of Akwesasne (MCA) signing on 
in January.

Both the SRMT and the 
MCA are elected entities that 
govern in Akwesasne, with the 
MCA serving the Canadian side 
of the territory and the SRMT 
governing in the portion that 
lands in the United States - the 
SRMT are federally recognized 
by the United States government. 

Back when the agreement 
was signed, many community 
members in Akwesasne were 
vocal about their opposition, ex-

pressing concerns that wording in 
the agreement could jeopardize 
future land claims, among other 
criticisms. 

The Mohawk Nation Council 
of Chiefs (MNCC) had also pub-
licly stated their opposition to the 
agreement and pulled out of the 
settlement.

Others have been more wel-
coming of the final agreement, 
with some seeing it as a victory 
after years of gridlocked negoti-
ations.

In a press release the SRMT 
said that the settlement agreement 
could lead to future returns of 
more land.

“The Settlement is not 
perfect, as it does not restore all 
Mohawk lands that we historical-
ly lost. However, the settlement 
provides us the opportunity to 
add, restore, and acquire lands,” 
the SRMT said.

“Getting our land back has 

been a goal of ours and our ances-
tors - we would not be here with-
out the perseverance and courage 
from everyone who worked on 
the claim and negotiations since 
1982.”

The land claim itself has or-
igins in the late 1700s when the 
Treaty with the Seven Nations 
of Canada was signed, making 
a cession of certain lands to the 
State of New York and the res-
ervation of certain lands for “St. 
Regis Indians.”

In 1982, a lawsuit was offi-
cially filed by what is now known 
as the Mohawk Council of Ak-
wesasne (MCA) who argued that 
New York had illegally purchased 
the land, and that Akwesasne 
were the rightful owners of it 
based on the treaty. 

A few years later, the MCA 
joined the SRMT and the MNCC 
to create a tri-council, who were 
to fight for the suit together.  

Since the withdrawal of the 
MNCC, traditional governance is 
no longer included in the agree-
ment.

According to the statement 
from governor Hochul’s office, 
the final agreement restores over 
14,000 acres of disputed land to 
Akwesasne, and includes a $70 
million payout from the New 
York Power Authority (NYPA) to 
be paid over 35 years. The NYPA 
will also provide low-cost elec-
tricity to the SRMT, and the state 
will waive tuition and mandatory 
fees for Ahkwesahsró:non at any 
state university or community 
college.

SRMT members applying to 
Cornell or Alfred universities will 
receive reduced tuition equivalent 
to the resident tuition rate for state 
universities.

The agreement also includes 
details about access to land, with 
the SRMT officially permitted 

to access Croil, Long Sault, and 
Barnhart islands for hunting, fish-
ing, trapping, and gathering with 
“certain limited restrictions,” 
including hunting standards that 
will be “equal to, or more strin-
gent than, regulations for licensed 
hunters in New York state.”

The state will also “establish 
a process for Akwesasne Mo-
hawks to convert certain parcels 
to Indian Land should the right 
conditions be met.”

Historian and scholar Gerald 
Taiaiake Alfred, who is from 
Kahnawake, said he’s concerned 
about several aspects of the agree-
ment, including the reference to 
“the right conditions” mentioned 
in regards to future land claims.

“It’s totally vague. What are 
these conditions?” he said. “The 
fact that there’s no laid out com-
mitted-to process is somewhat 
worrying in terms of whether or 

FILE PHOTO

A Peoples’ March held in Akwesasne in 2024 opposed the land claim settlement, which is moving ahead with the support of a New York governor.

Continued on page 5

Judge Comment: This is really good. It’s comprehensive and 
well-written. I like that the reporter got different perspectives of the 
story from multiple sources, including Facebook posts, which are an 
important part of most Indigenous communities. The end result is that 
the situation is very clear, and I as a reader am satisfied.

Judge Comment: An excellently organized, clear read that 
addresses all the issues. The topic is complex, covering decades, 
but as a reader from outside Quebec, I learned everything I would 
want to know. I feel satisfied and informed.

Aylmer Bulletin 
Tashi  Farmilo

The Eastern Door 
Eve Cable

Judge Comment: The writing felt exciting and spicy, which is a feat for 
covering a city council meeting. A lot was conveyed - it was dense with 
information, but also with energy. This bit of colour made me lol: 
“You’re my favourite.’

The Eastern Door 
Olivier Cadotte3
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Competition Comments: I was thoroughly impressed with the high quality of the submissions. In the end, out of 24 applications,  
I had five with a score of 9. Out of these, I chose the top three.
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News

Council chief opens up about sobriety
MARCUS BANKUTI

the easteRN DooR

LocaL JouRNaLism RepoRteR

The first time Paul Rice got 
sober, he had an explanation lined 
up in case people asked him why he 
wasn’t drinking.

“I did the keto diet, and when 
you do the keto diet, you’re not sup-
posed to consume carbs,” he said.

That was at least five years 
ago, before he had a family. It last-
ed a while, but over time he slipped 
back into his old habits.

This time was different. Late 
last year, he was feeling again like 
things weren’t quite right, and 
although his consumption never 
seemed to hinder his career – Rice’s 
resume shows he was certainly high 
functioning throughout his adult 
life - he knew he needed help.

“It just kind of accumulated 
after a while,” he said. “Every day 
waking up exhausted, tired, not 
wanting to get up out of bed. Even 
the littlest of things just seemed 
very difficult to accomplish. Things 
that are supposed to be enjoyable 
are not enjoyable. You don’t really 
have anything to look forward to 
except when am I going to be able 
to have a drink or smoke a joint.”

Drinking was a part of his life 
since his early teenage years, some-
thing that started socially as a way 
to fit in but creeped into a solitary 
activity. Eventually, he wasn’t even 
enjoying alcohol or cannabis, he 
said. It had simply become a routine 
for him.

But late last year, instead of 
reaching for the nearest diet fad, as 
he did years ago, Rice reached out 
to a friend, someone familiar with 
the sobriety circle and the services 
available to community members, 
in hopes of finding a solution that 
would stick.

“I wanted to make sure I was 
going to be there with my kids to 
grow up, them being so young,” 
he said. His son is nearly five years 
old, his daughter two. 

“If I didn’t do something at this 
point in time, I didn’t know when 
I was going to, so ultimately that’s 
what drove me to reach out and 
make that change.”

It meant missing Christmas 
and New Year’s, but Rice decided to 
check himself into a 30-day stint of 
rehab, taking a medical leave from 
his position as a Mohawk Council 
of Kahnawake (MCK) chief, part of 
that overlapping with the holidays.

Whereas when he had tried to 
get sober in the past, he kept it to 
himself, this time he told his loved 

ones - the mother of his children, his 
parents, others close to him - and he 
gave all the necessary paperwork to 
Council regarding his leave.

“Being a chief is very import-
ant. In order for me to be my best at 
everything I was doing, I needed to 
take time to focus on myself and get 
this thing done,” he said.

In rehab, he realized he was 
lucky in his position in life and felt 
reassured that he had sought help 
at the right time. Since he was in 
rehab voluntarily, he could have left 
at any time, but he had the will to 
see it through.

After his first month-long 
medical leave, which overlapped 
with the holidays, Rice said he took 
the advice of counsellors to take a 
second 30-day leave to set a good 
foundation for himself following 
his return home.

“When you eliminate some-
thing like that from your life, you 
have a lot more free time,” he said, 
and while he said he has a newfound 
focus at work, that’s not enough in 
itself to stay on the right track. He’s 
cultivated healthier habits, exercis-
ing and eating well, spending more 
time with family.

“I’m very lucky that I was able 
to go to rehab and kind of have this 
inflection point in my life,” he said.

“I want to really see how far I 
can take it, how much of a family 
man I can be, how healthy I can 
be, how physically and mentally, 
and with a clear mind, how far I 
can take it not just in my role as a 
Council chief, but how much can 
I contribute to the community and 
my family and those around me 
now that I have this clear mind,” he 
said.

Following his return to work, 
Rice let the community know 
where he’d been. He even men-
tioned it in his first Ratitsénhaienhs 
Report of the year, about a month 
ago, at which time he was around 
three months sober.

“For me, I can’t worry about 
stigma because if I want to be there 
for my kids, I just have to stay 
sober,” he said. “If I want to be the 
best man that I can, I have to stay 
sober. So if somebody else is going 
to have an opinion on sobriety or 
me being sober, that is not import-
ant relative to my children.”

He is hopeful that by opening 
up about his sobriety, he will set an 
example for others to break through 
the stigma around seeking the help 
they need to overcome addiction.

I think by sharing it, I want to 
make sure that people know that 
it’s okay, if you want to be the best 

version of yourself reach out to 
somebody,” he said.

“The community is full of 
people that have gone through this 
and have come out the other side 
very successfully and are more than 
willing to talk about it.”

For many community mem-
bers, that journey begins with a call 
to Kahnawake Shakotiia’takehnhas 
Community Services (KSCS): 450-
632-6880. 

From there, sessions with the 
organization’s Intake Services can 
help determine a person’s next 
steps, be it counselling, rehab, or 
something else.

It’s all about going “under the 
hood” on the addiction a person is 
struggling with, be it a substance or 
something like gambling, according 
to Jo Roy, an addiction response 
worker at KSCS.

“If someone is highly func-
tioning in their job, okay good, 
but what other aspects in your life 
might not be up to that same level of 
engagement that a job might have?” 
said Roy. “Some people might have 
struggles in their personal life, with 
their family.”

According to Roy, reducing 
stigma is not only a key factor in en-
couraging people to seek help, but 
it can also help support a person’s 
success.

“In my mind, one of the big-
gest antidotes to addiction is not 

necessarily sobriety, although that 
is definitely a helpful thing, but 
connection. Being that safe place 
where someone can just openly 
talk about what they’re struggling 
with without any fear of judgment 
whatsoever would be the first step 
because then from that connection 
comes healing,” they said.

“We need to allow people to 
grow and change their behaviours. 
That’s what accountability is.”

Roy said that community 
members coming forward and 
speaking about their recovery jour-
ney helps combat the stigma around 
seeking help for addiction.

In turn, this can help communi-
ty members redefine their lives.

“Now when I come home my 
kids run to the door and they’re 
saying, ‘daddy, daddy, you’re 

home, you’re home,’ and they tell 
me they love me, and I spend time 
with them,” said Rice, of the life he 
is living now.

Rather than drinking each 
night, the Council chief has a new 
routine: every morning, he gets out 
of bed and makes his kids breakfast. 
He drinks a smoothie, eats oatmeal 
and eggs, and he reminds himself 
it’s a moment he wouldn’t have if 
he hadn’t gotten sober.

“I’ve really learned to enjoy 
the simple things in life,” he said. 
“It sounds cliche. Somebody told 
me learn to enjoy the simple things. 
You really do have to do that. You 
have to find enjoyment in those 
things because when you’re con-
suming you’re never satisfied.”

marcus@easterndoor.com
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Paul Rice delivers his first Ratitsénhaienhs Report following his return 
from medical leave.

Judge Comment: This article by Brenda O’Farrell reports on local doctors and 
residents who attended a reception hosted by their local MNA to voice their 
outrage over Bill 2 and its impact of the newly passed legislation on physicians 
and the community’s access to general practitioners. With strong quotes, the 
article details the doctors’ concerns and their frustration that their local repre-
sentative refused to speak out against the legislation introduced by her party.

Judge Comment: One of the experts interviewed for this excellent feature on 
addiction by Marcus Bankuti notes that when community members share 
their recovery journeys, it helps combat the stigma around seeking help. 
This article, which focuses on a Mohawk Council chief and his struggle with 
addiction, does exactly that — and does it very effectively.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway

The Eastern Door 
Marcus Bankuti

Judge Comment: This winning entry by Trevor Greenway features interviews 
with local family doctors who say they are fed up and leaving their 
practices because of Bill 2. He explores how the legislation affects physicians 
and, ultimately, patients and access to health care in the community. The story 
provides strong background, includes candid quotes from doctors who feel 
pushed to the brink, and reports on how doctors who dare speak out against 
government policies face repercussions. It also incorporates comments from a 
Health Ministry official and makes a clear effort to obtain a response from the 
local MNA whose government introduced the bill.

The 1019 Report
Brenda O’Farrell3
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Competition Comments: More than half of the entries in this category focused on Bill 2, provincial legislation that posed significant consequences, 
particularly for smaller communities already struggling with shortages of family doctors. Overall, community newspapers did an excellent job 

covering the legislation, helping readers understand its real-life impact on access to health care.
Judge: Rita Legault
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show the important people in a small 
plane. The numbers of cell phones in 
the foregound is interesting.

Judge Comment: I like the expressions on the 
face of the policemen. The timing was very good.
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Jeff Pelletier
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Competition Comments: The top three photos stand out.
Judge: Bernard Brault
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PAGEMCK gets ball 

rolling on Highway 
207 reconstruction

GreG Horn
gregh@ioriwase.com
Iorì:wase

The Mohawk Council of 
Kahnawake released its 2025-
26 budget, with revenues 

nearing $140 million. The 2025-26 
budget of $133,952,072 is up from 
last year’s budget of $114,947,384. 
The total expenses for 2025-26 is 
$127,326,199, up from $101,698,320 
from 2024-25.

The MCK also said that it is 
projecting a year-end surplus of $25.6 
million for fiscal 2024-25, which is an 
increase of $12.7 million from the 
original approved surplus. The MCK 
said that this surplus is in part due to 
an increase in own-source revenues, 
and reduced costs related to a pension 
contribution holiday, and a reduction 
in social assistance enrollment.

MCK Grand Chief Cody Diabo also 
said that another one of the reasons 
for the higher-than-projected surplus 
was the closure of Mohawk Online 
earlier this year. 

“So that’s what kind of really 

Mohawk Council of Kahnawake releases 2025-26 budget

continued on page 2

15
PAGEKORLCC kicks off busy 

Cultural Awareness Month 
schedule9

PAGEThree Kahnawake 
hockey squads win EHL 
championships

Members of the Kahnawake Fire Brigade battling against a fire at a home across from the KSCS White House last Thursday night. For 
more see story on page 6. 

Fire destroys home in village

Greg Horn/Iorì:wase
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 Aggu elects MLA 
Edward Attagutaluk

Looking back at 
2025's biggest 

stories
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Jeff Pelletier 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
Transparency, Inuit re-
cruitment and officers’ 
well-being are some of the 
issues Chief Supt. Kent 
Pike prioritized Dec. 10 as 
he took command of the 
Nunavut RCMP.  

Pike was welcomed as 
the 10th commanding offi-
cer of the RCMP’s V Divi-
sion in a ceremony held 
inside an Iqaluit airport 
hangar. 

The approximately 
hour-long event was a sea 
of scarlet, with officers 
wearing their traditional 

red serge uniforms. They 
presented a display of 
RCMP traditional drills to 
celebrate Pike in his new 
role, as about 40 invited 
guests looked on. 

“I’m committed to the 
territory and I’m going to 
do my best for everyone,” 
Pike told reporters after 
the ceremony. 

Of the 157 RCMP offi-
cers working in Nunavut, 
only four are Inuit. 

Pike said he wants to 
improve local recruitment 
and representation. He 
plans to build on the work 

Dominique Gené 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
With racist comments 
from his past resurfac-
ing, Nunavik’s newly 
appointed police chief 
says he’s committed to 
proving himself as an ac-
countable leader.  

“I was a young con-
stable and I made a mis-
take,” Jean-François 
Bernier said in an inter-
view Dec. 12. “I don’t 
shy away from it. I took 
full responsibility.” 

In 2002, Bernier 
called a detained indi-
vidual the N-word and 
imitated the man’s ac-
cent while working as a 
police officer in Quebec 
City. Only Bernier’s col-
league Dominic Lambert 
was present when he 

made the comment. 
The remarks were 

deemed unjustified, in a 
police ethics committee 
ruling from Feb. 3, 2006. 
The committee investi-
gates complaints against 
officers. Its ruling said 
racist speech from police 
cannot be tolerated and 
that comments like the 
one Bernier made under-
mine public trust. 

At the time, Bernier’s 
counsel argued the com-
ments were not evidence 
of racism and compared 
them to casual swearing 
or blasphemy. 

Bernier also ex-
plained to the committee 
that he spoke out of frus-
tration and repeated 
provocation by the de-
tainee, including threats 
and offensive comments. 

The committee found 
the explanations credi-
ble, but not enough to 
justify or excuse the 
comments themselves. 

That same man was 
detained naked, which 
the committee also 
found unacceptable. 

Bernier and his col-
league each received a 
four-day suspension 
without pay for abusing 
their authority. Bernier 
also got a reprimand for 
the racist comments, as a 
result of the 2006 ruling. 

His appointment last 
month to head the 
Nunavik Police Service 
came after weeks of in-
terviews and discussions 
about his career and 
leadership, said Denis 
Abbott, spokesperson 
for Kativik Regional 
Government. 

“Mr. Bernier pre-
sented as a knowledge-
able and engaging 
leader with considerable 
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Nunavut’s new top cop prioritizes Inuit recruitment 
RCMP Chief Supt. Kent Pike 
takes charge of V division, where  
only 4 of 157 officers  are Inuit 

Nunavik police chief faces 
scrutiny over racist remarks 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᑖᖅ ᐸᓖᓯ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔾᔨᒍᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᓐᓂᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕐᓗᓂ Jean-François Bernier vows to be 

accountable and lists building 
trust among top priorities  

ᔨᐊᕝ ᐱᓚᑎᐃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᖓ 
 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐃᓄᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐸᓖᓯᓂᓪᓗ ᐱᓇᓱᑦᑎᐊᕈᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᖅ 
ᑭᐊᓐᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔾᔨᓗᓂ ᑏᓰᑉᐱᕆ 10−ᒥᑦ 
ᑎᒍᓯᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖑᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ.  

ᐸᐃᒃ ᑐᓐᖓᓱᑦᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᖁᓕᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇ -
ᐃᒃᑯᑎᓕᒻᒥᑦ “V−ᒥᑦ” ᐸᓖᓱᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲ -
ᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑯᕕᐅᑉ 
ᓱᓇᒃᑯᑖᖃᕐᕕᖓᓐᓂ. 

ᑕᒫᓂᖃᐃ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᐸᓗᒻᒥ ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᑦᑎᐊᕙᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᑎᑦ ᐊᐅᐸᖅᑐᓂᒃ. 
ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓘ -
ᓲᖑᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ 
ᐃᓂᒋᓂᐊᓕᖅᑕᖓᓐᓂ, 40−ᓂᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔨᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 

“ᐱᓕᕆᔪᒪᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓕᒫᓂᒃ ᐱᓱᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓄᑦ,” 
ᐸᐃᒃ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᖅ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ 157−ᓂᑦ ᐸᓖᓯᓂᒃ 

ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᑎᓴᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓪᓚᕆᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 

ᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᑎᑦᑎ -
ᒐᓱᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎ -
ᑖᖅᑐᕐᓗᓂ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᔅᓴᓂᓪᓗ. ᐱᓕᕆᖃ  - 
ᑎᖃᕈᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᖑᓚᖅᑐᒥᑦ, ᐋᓐᓂᓘ 
ᐹᑲᑖᒥᑦ, ᐃᓄᓐᓂᓪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᒋᐊᖅᑎᓂᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓴᕈᒪᓪᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 

“ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐅᑉᐱᕆᔭᔅᓴᐅᒻᒪᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᓂᒃ,” ᐸᐃᒃ ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᒪᐃᒃ ᑐᕼᐊᒻ, ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐸᓖᓯᓄᑦ, 
ᐱᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐ ᓂᓗ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔫᒥᔪᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃ -
ᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕋᓱᓐᓂᐊᕐᖓᑕ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓴᕋ -
ᐃᓪᓗᒋᓪᓗ. 

“ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑖᖅᑐᕈᒪᒐᑦᑕ ᓄᓇᓐᓂᑦ, 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᐸᓪᓗᐊᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒍᒪᑉᐸᑕ,” 
ᐅᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᕼᐊᒻ. 

ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᖅ ᑭᐊᓐᑦ ᐸᐃᒃ ᖁᓕᕆᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᖅᑳᕐᓂᑦ 
ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑎᓕᒻᒥᑦ “V−ᒥᑦ” ᐸᓖᓯᒃᑯᓐᓂ, 
ᑎᓴᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ 157−ᓂᒃ 
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RCMP officers raise their hats Dec. 10 in honour of Andrew Blackadar, who retired as Nunavut’s commanding officer this year. 
(Photo by Jeff Pelletier) CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Nunavik police have
charged three people after
carrying out three drug-
related search warrants in
Kuujjuaq.

The arrests were an-
nounced Jan. 24 in a news
release from Nunavik Po-
lice Service.

Investigators from the
Nunavik Integrated Inves-
tigation Team, a special-
ized team for drug and
alcohol seizures, executed
the search warrants be-
tween Jan. 6 and Jan. 13,
the release said.

Officers confiscated
243 grams of crack cocaine
valued at just under
$73,000, according the po-
lice service’s latest black
market valuation; cell-
phones allegedly used for
drug trafficking; money;
and equipment believed
to be used for drug pro-
cessing and sale.

The release said a total
of 16 people were de-
tained during those war-
rants. Apart from the three
charged, five others have
not been charged but face
a summons to return to
court. The final eight peo-
ple were released.

“Their implication in

this file is lesser,” said
Patrice Abel, captain of in-
vestigations for Nunavik
Police Service in a French
phone interview, of the
eight who were released.

He said the Canada
Post strike, which lasted
from Nov. 15 to Dec. 17,
forced Montreal-based
drug dealers to adapt.

Statistics from January
to October 2024 show that
around 440 grams of co-
caine were seized, with
373 grams intercepted
from the mail. But after
the strike began, drug traf-
fickers began targeting
travellers through the
Montreal airport to use as
mules. Several of the peo-
ple who were released
were mules, and “had no
criminal history.”

Those who are in cus-

tody are charged with
possession with intent to
traffic and trafficking.

“At the moment, there
is a huge influx of hard
drugs coming into
Nunavik and the turntable
is Kuujjuaq,” Abel said,
adding the goal is to be
vigilant down south by
working closely with part-
ners in Montreal and to in-
tercept drugs that come in
through the Kuujjuaq air-
port.

“We have a better
strike force here in Kuu-
jjuaq, but we are aware
that some of it slips,” he
said.

The police are plan-
ning on carrying out more
operations this year in
multiple communities,
with the biggest ones
being in Kuujjuaq.

Three charged with possession
and trafficking of cocaine, 5 others
receive summonses to attend court

Nunavik police seize $73,000 worth of cocaine in drug bust
NUNAVIK ᓄᓇᕕᒃ NEWS 

Two-hundred and 43 grams of crack cocaine was seized by
Nunavik Police Service after officers carried out three search
warrants in Kuujjuaq residences in January. (Photo courtesy of
Nunavik Police Service)

ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᖃᓗᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐆᒧᖓ ᑲᓇᑕ-ᔫᓇᐃᑕᑦ ᓯᑕᐃᑦᔅ
ᐱᖁᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᓇᑕᕈᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᕐᑎ ᐸᐅᓗᓯ
ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᖁᔨᔪᖅ “ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ”
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐆᒧᖓ “ᓴᙱᔪᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᓐᓂ”
ᒪᑯᓄᖓ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑎᑕᐅᓇᓱᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖓᓂ
ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒥᐅᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓᓄᑦ ᑖᓄᑦ ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᕕᕝᕗᐊᕆ 1-ᖑᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

“ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ,” ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ
ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓯᒪᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᓈᑦᑏᖑᔭᓛᕐᓂᐊᑉ ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ ᑐᕌᒻᑉ
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᓚᐅᕐᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑕᐅᓂ ᐊᕐ -
ᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᐃᑉᐹᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐳᕋᐃᒻ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᔭᔅᑎᓐ ᑐᕉᑑ
ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑲᓇᑕ ᑕᒪᑐᒧᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋ -
ᓂᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᐅᖃᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑕᒥᓂ ᑕᖅᑭᒐᓴᐃᑦ ᑭᖑᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ
ᐊᑭᓖᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᓂᖓᓂ 25 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᐸᓗᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒧᙵᐅᔪᓂᒃ, ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᓗᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᖢᓂ
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖁᔨᓪᓗᓂ ᒪᑯᓂᖓ ᕙᓐᑎᓂᐅᓪ ᐋᖓ -
ᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐄᔭᒐᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒥᐅᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂᒃ
ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒧᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ.

ᑐᕉᑑ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑲᓇᑕ ᑕᒪᑐᒧᖓ ᐊᑭᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ
ᐊᑭᓖᑎᑦᑎᕙᓕᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒥ ᐱᖁᑎᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂᒃ.
ᑖᓐᓇᓗ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕆᐊᖅᐹᓪᓕᕈᑎᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᑦ

ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ
ᓂᕆᔭᒃᓴᓂᒃ, ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ ᐱᖁᑎᒃᓴᓂ.

“ᐅᓇ ᐱᔪᒪᓚᐅᙱᑕᕗᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᔪᖅ,” ᑐᕉᑑ
ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒥ ᐊᑭᓖᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᖃ -
ᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᑎᓐᓇᒍᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᑎᓂ ᐊᑐᕚᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᕕᒃᒥ.

ᑐᕉᑑ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᑦ “ᑕᒪᑐᒥᖓ ᑲᒪᓚᐅᕐᑐᑦ” ᑐᕋᒻᑉ
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖓᓂ “ᑐᕌᒐᖃᖅᖢᓂ” ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᑯᓂᖓᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ
“ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ.”

ᑐᕌᒻᑉ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᕋᓗᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒧᐊᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ
ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒥᐅᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᓄᓗᐊᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕙᓐᑎᓂᐅᓪ
ᐄᔭᒐᕐᓂ ᐋᖓᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᙶᖅᑐᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ, ᑐᕉᑑᓕ
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ 1 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᐅᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᖔᓂ ᐊᒥᐊᓕᑲᒧ -
ᐊᖅᑐᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒃᑰᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

ᑐᕉᑑ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕ ᖃᖓᑦᑎᐊᓵᖅ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯ -
ᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ $1.3 ᐱᓕᐊᓐ ᑖᓚᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᒃᑎᑦᑎᕚᓪᓕᕋᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ
ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᕿᒡᓕᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᑕᒪᑐᒥᖓ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

“ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᓛᖑᔪᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥᑦ,” ᑐᕉᑑ
ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᕈᑎᑎᒍᑦ, ᓂᐱᓕᐅᕐᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᔮ -
ᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ.

ᑐᕉᑑ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐳᕌᕕᓐᓯᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᑎᐅᕆᑑᕆᓄᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᕐᑎᓂᒃ ᕕᕝᕗᐊᕆ 1-ᒥ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᓐᓇᓱᒃᖢᓂᒋᑦ
“ᓴᙱᔪᒥ ᑭᐅᓯᔾᔪᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ” ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓇᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

“ᐅᓇ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓂ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᐅᓪᓗᐊᓕᕐᑐᖅ,” ᑐᕉᑑ

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ, ᑖᓐᓇᓗ ᐊᕿᐊᕉᑉ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ
ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ.

ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ
ᐃᓚᒌᓂ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕈᑎᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᑭᓖᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᕙᒃᑐᓂᒃ
ᐃᒡᓗᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᕈᓯᖏᑦ ᓂᕆᔭᒃᓴᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎᒃ.

ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᐹᓪᓕᕈᑎᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓂ
ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓈᒻᒪᙱᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖃᕐᓗᓂ
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᑦᑎᐊᙱᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ, ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᖅ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᐱᖁᑎᓄᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᖓᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᐹᓂ ᑕᐅᓰᖃᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓂ
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᕐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐ -
ᐃᖁᔨᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓂᒃ.

ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᖓᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᖁ -
ᔨᓪᓗᓂ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ “ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈ -
ᓘᔭᕐᕕᐅᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ.”

ᒫᓐᓇᓕ “ᓇᓗᓈᕿᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ,” ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᐅᖃᕐᑐᖅ,
“ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᑖᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕈᑎᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎ -
ᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ.”

ᑯᐸᐃᒃᒧᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᕐᑎ ᕗᕌᓐᓱᐊ ᓕᒎᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᑲᓇᑕ
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᕐᓯᒪᓂᕋᓚᐅᕐᑕᖏᑦ ᑕᐅᕐᓰᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᐅᓇᑕᖁᔨᙱᖢᑎᒃ ᑕᐅᕐᓰᖃᑎᒋᓛᕆᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

“ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ ᒥᔅᑕ ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕋᓱᓕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ.
ᐊᑭᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕋᑦᑕ. ᓴᐳᑎᓯᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕋᑦᑎᒍᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕈᑎᕗᑦ
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕗᑦ,” ᓕᒎᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᕐᑐᖅ ᕕᕝᕗᐊᕆ 1-ᒥ.

CANADA ᑲᓇᑕᒥᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᓂᖅ 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ‘ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ’ ᑐᕋᒻᑉ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑎᒃᓴᒃᑲᓐᓂᒃᓴᓕᕆᑎᓪᓗᒍ
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Premier P.J. Akeeagok, far right, 
and Northern Affairs Minister 
Gary Anandasangeree, far left, 

pose for photographers, following
takeoff on board a Kenn Borek Air
plane on Wednesday. They were
flying over the Kuugaluk River, 

to see the site chosen as a potential
location for a future hydroelectric

plant to service Iqaluit, and the
flyover allowed officials to view it. 

(Photo by Arty Sarkisian)

IQALUIT ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ  PHOTO
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Best Feature Photo

Judge: Paul Chiasson

The Low Down to 
Hull & Back News 
Simon Hopkins
Judge Comment: One can taste 
the flying mud in this photo. 
Also, nice touch to keep the 
flying mud in the masthead.

1

Chelsea offi  cially has a 
mayoral contest. 

On Aug. 8, former Conserv-
ative Party MP candidate Brian 
Nolan confi rmed to the Low 
Down that he would be throwing 
his hat in the ring to be Chelsea’s 
next mayor. He will be running 
against current mayor Pierre 
Guénard, who announced his 
intentions to run for a second 
term last month. 

“Based on my experience, 
when you see something you 
don’t like, you can either stay 
on the sidelines and complain, 

Is there a fi re ban in the Gati-
neau Hills?

That depends on where you 
live. 

Despite the lack of restrictions 
from Wildfi re Prevention and 
Suppression in Quebec (SOPFEU) 
in La Pêche, Mayor Guillaume 
Lamoureux confi rmed to the 
Low Down on Aug. 11 that open 
fi res are currently banned in the 
municipality. 

“Right now, our index is at 
‘tres élevé,’ so very high,” said 
Lamoureux. So, defi nitely no open 

One of the perks of country 
living has offi  cially been pre-
served in La Pêche. 

Earlier this month, the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada 

(RASC) certifi ed the municip-
ality of La Pêche as a Dark Sky 
Preserve, making it the third in 
Quebec and the 23rd across all of 
Canada. The municipality’s night 
sky is now formally protected 
from excessive light pollution, 
ensuring top-tier stargazing for 

generations to come. 
This news is particularly stel-

lar for Steve Durand, owner of Le 
Terrain Wilderness Park near 
Ladysmith. It's been nearly seven 
years since Durand, along with 
his brother Julian and Wake-
fi eld councillor Claude Giroux, 

established the Earth and Sky 
Foundation, which became the 
backbone of their eff orts to make 
La Pêche a certifi ed Dark Sky 
Preserve. 

“I'm still riding the high after 
hearing this news,” Durand told 
the Low Down on Aug. 8.

A Dark Sky Preserve is an 
area where artifi cial light is 
restricted in order to keep light 
pollution at a minimum. The area 
is usually concentrated around a 
designated centre, referred to as 
a Dark Skies Park. In the case of 

La Pêche recognized as Dark Sky Preserve
BY MADELINE KERR
madeline@lowdownonline.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Expertise,
experience, excellence:
our commitment to you.

819 459-2419 info@gauvinimmobilier.com

gauvinimmobilier.com route  a e el    

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalism Initiative

BY MADELINE KERR
madeline@lowdownonline.com 

EAT MUD: Dave Gauthier didn’t have too many issues ripping through the giant mud pit in Poltimore, but he 
likely had to spend hours in the shower to wash off the layers of mud that he kicked up with his ATV during the 
mud run Aug. 9. Check out more photos from the dirty event on Page 18. Photo: Simon Hopkins
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WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: Q: How do you practice safe design? A: Use a concept! Please do a slow clap for your 
graphic designer, before you replace this groaner with a better 'worst' joke.WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: My chiropractor has the best sense of humour. He cracks me up every time.
Thanks for sharing Benoit Charron, we cracked up too!

$2.50 TAX INCL.

DIRTY DIRTY 
DASHDASH

Mayoral 
race 
building 
in Chelsea

PAGE 3 Arrested at the water park: 
Observant staff tip off police

PAGE 9 
Chelsea: This one in an 
actual garbage truck

PAGE 11 LD on Health & 
Wellness: New vetted list 
of mental health apps

Do I 
have the 
right to 
ignite? 
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INSIDE...

MONDAY to SUNDAY  •  7am to 9pm

Valet Service Available  |  Friday Night, All Day Saturday &  Sunday Morning

3
PAGEKahnawake Cultural Arts 

Center construction right 
on schedule

GreG Horn
gregh@ioriwase.com
Iorì:wase

Earlier this week the federal 
government announced 
changes to how Jordan’s 

Principle funds would be processed 
and approved. The changes are 
being made, Indigenous Services 
Canada says, to ensure the long-term 
sustainability and greater consistency 
in decision-making. 

“We recognize that the adjustments 
ISC is making may have a significant 
impact on families in our community 
who rely on Jordan’s Principle to access 
critical services and supports for their 
children,” Onkwata’karitáhtshera said 
on Tuesday, the day after the federal 
announcement.

Indigenous Services Minister Patty 
Hajdu said that the top priority for 
ISC is still the same.

“When it comes to Jordan’s 
Principle, our top priority and our 
intention have not changed: making 
sure First Nations children have 
access to the products, services and 

Feds make changes to what Jordan’s Principle will fund

continued on page 2

16
PAGEKahnawake boasts first-

ever Indigenous 4H Club 
in Quebec12

PAGEKane commits to 
University of Albany for 
D1 lacrosse

The Kahnawake Youth Center’s Polar Plunge raised $9,471.45 for the Travel and Exchange Program during the Winter Carnival last 
Friday. See story page 10. 

Polar Plunge raises nearly $9,500 for KYC

Greg Horn/Iorì:wase
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A nice moody photo 
that illustrates the final 
day of the country fair.

The Equity 
Sophie Kuijper Dickson2

Judge Comment: The viewer can 
feel the cold water underlined by the 
spectators in the background in their 
winter parkas.

Iorì:wase 
Greg  Horn3



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A29

Best Sports Photo

Competition Comments: The first place stood out easily. Not all the photos were good enough to enter the Contest.
Judge: Bernard Brault

The Suburban 
Philippe Serafino

Judge Comment: First place 
stood out. Lots of emotion in 
this photo. Nice background 
also.
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By Mark Lidbetter
The Suburban

Victoria Mboko was 
crowned champion at the 
2025 National Bank Open 
presented by Rogers, captur-

ing her first career WTA 1000 title in front 
of an enthusiastic sold-out crowd at IGA 
Stadium. The 18-year-old roared back to 
best Japan’s Naomi Osaka, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1, in 
a historic final.

What began as a wild card venture, end-
ed in a scenario that Mboko has pictured in 
her mind many times during her training 

at Stade IGA as a member of the National 
Tennis Centre presented by Rogers (NTC) 
here in Montreal. The real-life result was 
much bigger than she could ever have 
imagined. “It definitely is,” Victoria Mboko 
said following the win. “I mean, I think 
when I had that one enrollment, and seeing 
so many people standing up and cheering 
for me, it was kind of a surreal experience. 
I would have never thought something like 
this would have come so suddenly. So, I 
mean, I’m super happy for that, and I think 
it just proves that your dreams are closer 
than they are.”

The first Canadian to reach the wom-
en’s singles final in Montreal did so with 
composure, maturity and grit that belied 
her 18-years of age. The budding tennis 
star dispatched four former Grand Slam 
champions in succession. Sofia Kenin, 
Coco Gauff, Elena Rybakina, and Naomi 
Osaka were all eliminated by Mboko. Gauff, 
ranked second in the world lost a set to 
Mboko in Rome and knew she would have 
a tough match in Montreal. “She played a 
really great match,” Coco Gauff said follow-
ing the loss.”. She was playing well and I 
threw in a couple on forced errors. I knew 
it would be a tough match today, I knew 
she would come in with a lot of confidence. 
She’d won her first couple of rounds easily, 
and I honestly hadn’t played the best this 
tournament. I just felt like I could do better 
today. But I also knew that if I took my foot 
off the gas a little bit, that she would take 
advantage of those moments, and she did.”

Mboko’s performance in the semifinal 
and final illustrated how gritty she could be 
as she played through a wrist injury she got 
in her semifinal match against Elena Ry-
bakina. Following a stumble where she did 
a wrist plant on her racquet hand, Mboko 
got courtside attention and finished out 
the game taped up. The next morning the 
swollen wrist necessitated a quick trip to 
the hospital. “I was pretty nervous,” Mboko 
said. “Especially when I woke up this morn-
ing, it was pretty swollen, and it was really 
stiff and hard to move. We decided to go to 
do an MRI and an x ray, just to make sure 
that nothing too serious was happening. 
When I got the green light. I just had to 
make sure I saw the physios and we taped 

it up properly for the match. I just did as 
much as I could to prepare for the match. 
I did feel it a little bit during the match. I 
wouldn’t say I didn’t feel it at all. There was 
obviously some moments where it was ag-
gravating me a lot. It was the final and I 
just kept saying to myself that you have one 
more to go. And I had the extra motivation 
from the crowd as well to keep pushing. I 
tried to block it out of my head as much as 
possible.”

Mboko started in January ranked 350th 
by the WTA, following this victory she is the 
highest ranked Canadian in 24th place. She 
opted not to move on to Cincinnati Open, 
but decided to take some much-deserved 
time off to allow her wrist to recuperate. 
“I just want to take care of my wrist right 
now,” she said. “I think it’s just very close 
for me to and (fans) are very excited for 
me to go there and play again. But that’s 

in like two days so I think I’m just going to 
sit down on that one and prepare for the 
upcoming tournaments.”

One of those tournaments waiting in the 
wings for Mboko is the U.S. Open later this 
month in Queens, NY. It is on her radar, 
but Mboko shows her maturity looking for-
ward. “It’s my first ever WTA championship 
title,” she said. “I understand why there 
would be such a noise around it, but I like 
to keep things very simple, especially in my 
life. I surround myself with people who’ve 
known me for so long, and I just like to 
keep a small circle. I like to be really relaxed 
and calm. I think going forward, I just want 
to keep the same routines I’m usually used 
to, and I don’t want to put so much pres-
sure on myself just because of something 
that happened this week, because I’m just 
happy to Live the moment, and once it’s 
passed, it’s past.” n

SPORTS MORE SPORTS ONLINE AT 
THESUBURBAN.COM

Mboko mania has Montrealers chanting “ J’Mboko”

“It feels unbelievable,” Victoria Mboko said. 
“Words cannot really describe how today 
went. Today was such an eventful day. I woke 
up this morning and I had my wrist a little bit 
swollen from yesterday’s fall, and we quickly 
went to the hospital to do the MRI and X-ray 
before I came to the courts to practice today. 
Once we got the green light that nothing 
too serious was going on in the wrist, I came 
here and practiced real fast and prepared 
for my match. I think today, regarding all the 
events that I did, it feels a lot sweeter.”
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West Island shuts down Blue Expos for 11U B win
By Mark Lidbetter
The Suburban

The West Island Rays combined strong pitching and 
timely hitting to outdistance the Pierrefonds Blue Expos 
for a 7-3 win in Lac St. Louis Region baseball play at Dor-
val’s St. Charles Park. The visitors got off to a 3-0 lead 
in their first at-bats, but pinpoint pitching saw the Rays 
handcuff the Pierrefonds’ hitters for eight strikeouts 
from the second inning on. West Island also smacked 
out 11 hits to produce their seven runs on the night.

August Antunes chipped in on offence and defence in 
the Rays’ victory. Antunes went 3-f0r-3 at the plate, in-
cluding a homerun, scored three times and had three 
rbi’s. Antunes took to the bump for the final two Blue 
Expos’ at-bats and recorded six strikeouts to close out 
the game.

Pierrefonds started strong with a five-hit first inning 
and rallying for their three runs with two outs. Thomas 

Lindmayer, Justin Maheux and Harald Guillemin had 
consecutive singles. Charles Naziah’s two-out single 
brought home Lindmayer and Maheux. Dante Gonza-
lez-Arroyo stepped up, cracked a single and brought 
Guillemin home for the third run. West Island got one 
back in the home half of the first when Antunes raced 
in from third on an infield groundout to make it a 3-1 
contest.

West Island claimed the lead in the bottom of the sec-
ond, pushing three runs across the plate. Lucas Lalla 
singled and Avery Patino doubled setting them up to 
score the runs needed to tie the game. Antunes touched 
home with the go-ahead run that would be the margin 
of victory.

The Rays added a trio of tallies in the bottom of the 
third to extend their lead to 7-3. Antoine El-Kahi got the 
inning going with a two-bagger and scored on a Patino 
single. Patino scored ahead of Antunes when Antunes 
went yard. n

Blue Expo Huan Perez-Cao waits on a throw as West  
Island’s August Antunes hustled into first.
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Victoria Mboko played through the pain of a wrist injury to claim the 2025 National Bank 
Open championship.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

BY KENDALL KNOWLTON
Contributing writer

Guess who's nominated for 
a total of 17 newspaper awards? 
That's right, it's us. 

Once again we've outdone 
ourselves with nearly 20 nods 
for writing, photography and 
design from the Quebec Com-
munity Newspaper Association's 
(QCNA) Better Newspapers 

Competition.
Trevor Greenway, the Low 

Down’s editor-in-chief (and 
resident DJ), is up for Best 
News Story. He wrote about the 
death of a local resident, Aline 

Maisonneuve, who died at Villa 
des Brises care home in Gati-
neau, where doctors found bed 
sores all over her body. 

Allow us to brag about ourselves for a few minutes

‘MICROBURST’ 
STORM RIPS 
THROUGH 
GATINEAU HILLS, 
LEAVING TWISTER-
LIKE DAMAGE

BY TREVOR GREENWAY
Local Journalism Initiative

Paul Kodish said he heard 
what sounded like “an explosion” 
when a violent windstorm hit his 
Edelweiss home and sent a tree 
through his ceiling on the evening 
of April 29. 

“It was like a rocket,” said 

Kodish, pointing to a hole in his 
cedar ceiling.

Kodish was teaching a drum 
lesson on the evening of April 
29 around 6 p.m., when he said 
“everything just went dark” and 
a violent windstorm hit without 
warning. Immediately, trees 
around his property began falling 
down – but not just falling – he 

said the trees were shooting 
toward the ground “like missiles.” 

One pierced his roof, another 
jammed more than four feet into 
the ground and damaged his 
retaining wall. His vehicle was 
slightly damaged, but more than 
that, he and his wife Natalia 
Kantor, who are new to the Hills, 
were left shaken. 

“Now, I’m doing okay,” said 
Kantor, a day after the violent 
storm, admitting that the day 
before she was rattled and scared 
as the storm rattled windows, 
sent debris into her home and 
brough instant darkness to 
their typically bright and sunny 

Tornado-like storm wreaks havoc on Hills homes

Low Down up 
for 17 QCNA 
awards CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

LOWDOWNONLINE.COM                                      THE ONLY PAPER SERVING ONLY THE GATINEAU HILLS SINCE 1973  MAY 7 - MAY 13, 2025

WORST JOKE OF THE WEEK: 
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4

Q: What should you do if you’re addicted to sea weed? A: Sea Kelp. Another gem from Jeffrey 
Ferguson, thank you for sharing. Send yours to general@lowdownonline.com

$2.50 TAX INCL.

PAGE 12-13 20 years of Aufguss: 
Spa Nordik hits major milestone

St. Mi e’s Redhaw  girls  ag football player Ma aia 
Russett breaks through a defender May 3 during the team's 
opening weekend where they split two games with the École 
Polyvalente Le Carrefour Cougars. The Redhawks lost the 
 rst game at home May 2, but got revenge with an 18-7 win  

in Gatineau the following night. See story page 16. 
Photo: Simon Hopkins

Serving the community 
for over 70 years.

LOCAL            EXPERIENCED             KNOWLEDGEABLE

Buying - Selling - Rentals 
Property Management

Macintyre Inc. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

819-459-2355 | c21macintyre.com

ST. MIKE'S ST. MIKE'S 
CAPTURES THE CAPTURES THE 
FLAG FLAG 

Judge Comment: I like 
the angle to that. The 
water was still cold. 
Nice framing also.

The Low Down to 
Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway

The Low Down to  
Hull & Back News 
Simon Hopkins

2

Judge Comment: Good clean action. 
The timing was very good.

3
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Best Photo Essay
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LEST WE FORGET

Remembrance Day in Kahnawake
RAVEN KATSIT’SIIO 
EDWARDS BROWN

The easTern Door

Under a grey November 
sky, the sound of drums echoed 
through the streets, flags waved 
gently in the breeze, footsteps 
marched, and quiet reflection 
filled the streets of Kahnawake on 
Saturday as community members 
gathered for the annual Remem-
brance Day parade. Veterans, 
families, and youth walked side 
by side to pay tribute to those 
who served and to those who con-
tinue to carry the spirit of service 
within the community.

Members of the Kahnawake 
Legion Branch 219 led the march 
through the community, conclud-
ing at the cenotaph with prayers, 
wreath-laying’s, and heartfelt 
songs of remembrance. For Ray 
Deer, retired veteran and pres-
ident of the Legion, the parade 
represents both remembrance and 
renewal.

“We had an excellent turn-
out. And as you can see, the 
Creator was with us, because he 
didn’t let it snow on us again this 
year,” Deer said. But for him, the 

event is about honouring the fall-
en veterans and acknowledging 
their long-lasting presence in the 
community. 

“I’m trying to make certain 
that the veterans are acknowl-
edged. And when that’s accom-
plished, that’s what the president 
is supposed to do. The payment is 
watching the faces of our people, 

watching the faces of my grand-
son following in my footsteps, my 
family, and if they’re proud, you 
know, it makes it all worth it.”

Kahnawake has a strong his-
tory of service, something Deer is 
proud to highlight. “The commu-
nity has always had a huge side in 
the Warrior Society, our warriors, 
which are now our veterans.”

This sentiment was echoed 
by Mohawk Council of Kahn-
awake Chief Ryan Montour, who 
reflected on the day’s events. 
“We salute our service members 
in the morning with a nice big 
breakfast or the community 
donated by KSCS (Kahnawake 
Shakotia’takehnhas Community 
Services) and The Rail. Then we 
have the cemetery ceremony, fol-
lowed by the marching ceremony 
to the cenotaph, and afterwards, a 
great meal.”

Montour, who has participat-
ed in every parade for decades, 
reflected on the day, marching 
alongside fellow veterans. 

“There’s a lot of pride and 
honour in participating. It’s one 
day that we get to remember, 
and I’m glad that a lot of people 
are showing up. I think it speaks 
volumes.” 

He also described the import-
ant 10 a.m. ceremony: “We march 
to the cemetery and give veterans 
a last post. Then we get ready for 
the big parade to the communi-
ty-wide ceremonies. The place 
where veterans have fallen or 
are laid to rest for the last time, 
it’s important that we go there to 

honour them.”
Among the marchers was 

retired veteran Gerald Alfred, 
who served from 1982 to 1985. 
For him, the parade is a deeply 
personal moment. “To feel young 
again, marching in a parade 
alongside other soldiers, Marines, 
and sailors, is an important expe-
rience,” Alfred said. “But more 
importantly, it’s about honouring 
those who sacrificed a lot in their 
lives, protecting our land.”

Looking ahead, Deer ex-
pressed optimism for the future of 
the parade. “Next year I’m doing 
this again. I’m going to look for-
ward to it. Next year we’ll build 
on what we did the last two years. 
The last two years have been phe-
nomenal.”

The Remembrance Day 
parade remains a powerful ex-
pression of community spirit in 
Kahnawake. Montour empha-
sized the continuity of this tradi-
tion. “We have the largest veteran 
population, over 300 veterans in 
our history. It shows the warrior 
spirit we have in all of us.” 

raven@easterndoor.com 

COURTESY RAY DEER

Community honours veterans at annual Remembrance Day parade

Judge Comment: There’s a good variety of images to tell the story and there’s 
one good peak moment capture. However, more images would’ve helped to 
make the story more complete. Sometimes it isn’t possible to do, which is why 
some stories just don’t work as photo essays.  

Judge Comment: There’s a good selection of images and a very nice variety 
that tells the reader very much about the event. There’s creative use of com-
positional elements to create really pictorial images (the sunset, for example). 
There are a couple of nice captures of emotions and a few good peak moment 
captures. But a photo essay isn’t just a collection of pictures on a page and in 
this case, there are just WAY too many. The result is that some very good im-
ages don’t get the play they deserve and are so small, they get lost in the mix 
or end up being badly cropped. Something written, to put the visual elements 
into context, would’ve pushed this to first place for me. 

The Eastern Door 
Martin Akwiranoron Loft

The Equity 
K.C. Jordan, Emma McGrath, Sophie Kuijper Dickson, 
Dave Moore, Breanna Adams

Judge Comment: The photographer’s use of black and white underscored the 
solemnity of the event. The written portion gave context and the number of 
pictures were just enough to tell the story. However, most of the pictures are 
“informational.”  None was particularly creative (use of lines, tones, light, 
etc. to create something spectacular). Neither were there any pictures that 
captured emotions. 

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph 
Oksana Mukhina3

1

2

Competition Comments: There were a couple of good attempts, but I found that, overall, the quality of the entries in this category was weak.  
In most entries, there are a few very good single pictures, but it takes more than just a collection of images on a page to create a photo essay. 

Judge: Phil Carpenter
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Best Nature
environment Photo

Judge Comment: The viewer can feel the cold weather in this photo.

Judge Comment: A nice portrait that describes  
the volunteer work being done.

The Equity 
Dave Moore

Judge Comment: A very well executed photo of a praying mantis  
who seems to want to communicate with the viewer

Québec Chronicle-Telegraph 
Cassandra Kerwin3

1

2

Judge: Paul  Chiasson

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway
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Best Contributed Photo

Judge: Fred Lum

Judge Comment: A timely confluence of strangers 
helping to spread the message of Red Dress Day. 
This photograph illustrates what can be achieved 
when like minds meet. Having a camera on hand is 
so important to capture these random and sponta-
neous moments!

Judge Comment: Lots to see in this 
photograph, the performer in the foreground 
and the enthralled audience in the 
background. Good eye to put the performer 
against the trees so they’re easy to spot. Also, 
the photographer picked a good viewpoint to 
include all the elements needed for a strong 
photograph.

Townships Sun 
Robert Donachie 

Townships Sun 
Claude Dufresne

Judge Comment: Perfectly captures the new work 
environment during the Covid pandemic. Very clean 
photograph with work-from-home elements (desk 
etc) alone in a yard/field. The winter setting adds to 
the feel and mood. Composition and exposure are on 
point. Great idea! and brrrrr haha

The Eastern Door 
Kahsennóktha George3

1

2
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Competition Comments: Arts and Entertainment photography is an opportunity for photographers to explore their creativity. Subjects seldom 
need to be captured tight and often stage lighting can act as an element to be incorporated into the “artistic” nature of the final image. Beyond good 

technical execution, the photographers of the winning images here chose a good moment, incorporated interesting light, or simply framed their 
subjects well using elements in the environment available to them. Photographs may be easily elevated by thinking beyond the obvious and 

Arts & Entertainment photography is the perfect genre to explore this.
Judge: Peter Power

Judge Comment: Stage performances can be tricky for technical 
reasons (lighting) and rely heavily on the performances 
themselves. The photographer did well to choose a brief moment 
where the artist’s hair was bouncing and it helps to give the image 
some energy.

Judge Comment: This image is made interesting not just by the 
subject matter but also by the looks on the faces and the reactions 
of the spectators in the crowd behind the subject. I also like that 
the photographer chose to capture the frame loosely and to  
include some of the flare from the stage lighting above.

The Gleaner 
Sarah Rennie 

The Eastern Door 
Eve Cable

Judge Comment: The challenge with capturing images of fireworks is 
to incorporate a foreground that adds interest and helps tell a story. 
The photographer did well here to give the viewer a sense of being in 
the crowd during this display.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Trevor Greenway3

1

2

Best Arts & 
Entertainment Photo
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Best Editorial Cartoon

Judge: Paul Gott

Judge Comment: Certainly the one that pulled on my heartstrings the 
most. But at the same time, seems a little too obvious.

Judge Comment: I like that this has a political edge, but that it 
also has beavers that make me smile. Political yet funny.

The 1019 Report 
Frederic Serre 

The Suburban 
Anthony Bonaparte

Judge Comment: I must say, this is the cartoon that got me to chuckle out 
loud. I really like that it works up to a punchline.

The Eastern Door 
Megan Kanerahtenha:wi Whyte3

1

2
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Best Advertising 
Creation LARGE

Judge: George Brown
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BEST COFFEE SHOP?BEST BAGEL?

Vote for your favourite at

BestofMTL.com
Presented by:

BEST SMOKED MEAT? BEST BURGER?

BEST CAR DEALER?

BEST GROCERY STORE?

BEST CONDO DEVELOPMENT?BEST REALTOR?

Who’s The Best? You decide!
In celebration of our great communities, The Suburban is presenting the Best of Montreal. This contest is truly 

designed to engage the community in celebrating the places, restaurants and local businesses we love. We invite 
our audience to vote for outstanding establishments and professionals in Montreal. 

There is no cost to be nominated, voted on, or win.

WHO WILL BE MONTREAL’S
BEST BREAKFAST?

 BULLETIN D’AYLMER  |  YOUR INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER  |  WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24, 2025 13
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Hugo

GARAGE HUGO
CAUMARTIN

Antirouille | Freins/Silencieux | Entretien préventif | Mécanique générale 
Direction et suspension | Air climatisé/Radiateurs | Vente/Installation de pneus

En affa� e depuis 1993
143, rue Principale, Gatineau, (QC) J9H 3M6
819 682-4807 | garagehugo@videotron.ca

CERTIFIÉ
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

CERTIFIÉ
AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICE

Design with vision 
ᐱᐅᓴᕐᑕᕕᓂᖅ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᐅᔮᕐᑕᐅᓱᓂ

From annual reports to promotional items,  
let us help turn your vision into reality. 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᓯᐅᑎᐅᓲᑦ ᓴᕐᕿᔮᕐᑐᑦ ᐱᒍᒪᔭᐅᓕᕐᑎᓯᒐᓱᐊᕈᓰᓪᓗ 
ᓱᓇᒐᓓᑦ, ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓯᓚᐅᕐᑕ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᐅᔮᕈᓯᑦᓯᓂᒃ ᓱᓕᓕᕐᑎᓯᓗᑕ. 

Judge Comment: Good use and placement of bilingual messages. 
Complementary artwork. Clean and pleasing design. 
As simple and effective as it gets.

Judge Comment: The ad is bilingual, and 
dramatic use of black and white photography 
with effective splashes of colour for the 
company name and logo.

The Suburban 
Oliver Sutton

Judge Comment: This full-page ad has a lot going on and it’s
presented in a simple, attractive format. All you need to know about 
voting for your favourite businesses is in the ad and the presentation 
makes you want to go online and vote. A QR code might help to engage 
readers on a different level.

Aylmer Bulletin 
Tashi Farmilo3

1

2 Nunatsiaq News
Krista Klassen
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Best Advertising 
Creation small

Competition Comments: Social media has forced community newspapers to change the look of print advertising and the way information is 
conveyed to readers. Advertisers want greater reach than what they can get through print alone, and they want assurances their ads are seen and 

effective. This requires more colorful, clean and simple ads that immediately catch the reader’s eye and stand out from news, photos and other ads on the 
page, whether in print or online. The best ads in this category did this with lively design. Close scoring among these entries (in both categories Small and 

Large Advertising Creations). Every newspaper should celebrate their design team and have entries in this category. 
Congratulations to these newspapers and their designers.

Judge: George Brown

SUMMER
REGISTRATION

www.soccerdescollines.comPROGRAMS U4-U19  REGISTER BY APRIL 31ST
20

25

READY TO JOIN A CLASS?
Check out all the options 

and sign up easily at 
www.lotusandsage.ca

               Find us on GoogleMaps            Open Tuesday to Friday from Noon to 5 p.m.

Yoga • Herbalism • Sound • Meditation

Judge Comment: Clean and simple 
banner ad on a busy page. Good 
use of colour, with good copy flow. 
The problem when asking a question 
in the ad headline is if the answer is 
no, the reader moves one.

Judge Comment: Clean and simple. 
Soothing colours. Complementary type 
styles. The headline could be bigger. I suspect 
many readers would prefer to read the street 
address in newspaper ad than to look for the 
business on Google Maps. QR might work.

The Low Down to Hull & Back News 
Jessica Valentini

Judge Comment: Looks like a fun league to join

Laval News 
Lareine Zakhour3

1

2 The Eastern Door
Dana Marquis
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BEST OVERALL 
NEWSPAPER

PAUL DUMONT-FRENETTE 
OUTSTANDING JOURNALISM AWARD

Trevor Greenway
 The Low Down to Hull & Back News

The Paul Dumont-Frenette Outstanding Journalism Award is QCNA’s top individual writing award. It was established in memory of the first  
QCNA (then AQREM) executive secretary, Paul Dumont-Frenette. It was originally named the Paul Dumont-Frenette Award and was  

renamed the Paul Dumont-Frenette Outstanding Journalism Award in 2016. This award is given to the journalist  
who has shown the best overall performance in the year as determined by judges in reviewing all entries. 

The winner of Best Overall Newspaper for 2025 is..... Nunatsiaq News! 

nunatsiaq.com

13

Naujaat seamstress  
would sew ‘every day’ 

if she could

Defeated MLA  
reflects on culture’s 

role in election

‘Frosty’ the rhino 
found in Devon  

Island crater 

6 11

Dominique Gené 
Local Journalism  
Initiative Reporter 

 
More than 40 people took 
to the streets of Kuujjuaq 
on Tuesday demanding an 
end to what they say is po-
lice brutality in Nunavik. 

Holding the march on 
Tuesday was significant — 
Nov. 4 marks one year 
since Joshua Papigatuk 
died and his twin brother 
Garnet Papigatuk was 
badly injured in a con-
frontation with police as 
officers in Salluit re-
sponded to a report of an 
impaired driver. 

Since then, there have 
been two other police-in-
volved deaths of Nunavik 
residents. 

“I want people to be 
able to feel safe to request 
assistance without the fear 
of being harmed,” said 

Mary Mesher, one of the 
volunteers who led the 
march in Kuujjuaq, in an 
interview. 

Marchers carried signs 
with messages such as 
“No to Police Brutality,” “I 
Want a Safe Community” 
and “No Shooting Use 
Taser.” The marches were 
organized by Kuujjuaq 
residents Olivia Christie 
Ikey Duncan and Suzy 
Jeannie Kauki. 

Use of deadly force by 
police officers in Nunavik 
is unacceptable, said 
Annie Kumarluk, who 
was one of the people 
leading the march. 

“Inuit people are say-
ing no to police brutality,” 
she said. “Why don’t they 
shoot the leg? Why don’t 
they use their taser? Why 
not their batons?” 

Nehaa Bimal 

 
One year after the federal 
government announced 
an external review of its 
Nutrition North Canada 
food subsidy program, 
Nunavut MP Lori Idlout 
says she is still waiting for 
updates. 

Meanwhile, she says, 
food insecurity continues 
to plague the territory. 

The review,  an-
nounced on Oct. 11, 2024, 
was formalized in Febru-
ary. 

Former Nunavut Tun-

ngavik Inc. president 
Aluki Kotierk, as the fed-
eral northern affairs min-
ister’s special represen - 
tative, is  leading the re-
view. 

“I have confidence in 
Aluki Kotierk,” Idlout 
said. “I do not have confi-
dence that the Liberal gov-
ernment will implement 
her recommendations.” 

About 30 people in 
Iqaluit  protested Oct. 25 
outside the Northmart 
grocery store. They 
voiced frustration over 
the persistently high cost 

of food. 
“We really need to 

know about the Nutrition 
North study that’s hap-
pening,” organizer Kathy 
Okpik said at the protest. 

Meanwhile, Idlout is 
questioning why the 
process has taken so long 
despite what she says is a 
growing crisis. 

“From my perspec-
tive, it is obvious that this 
Liberal government does 
not care about Nunavum-
miut relying on federal 
programs because there is 
nowhere else to turn,” 
Idlout said. 

The review is under-
way and on track for com-
pletion in 2026, said Erika 
Lashbrook Knutson, press 

ᐊᕐᕋᒍ YEAR 52
ᓄᕕᐱᕆ November 7, 2025

ᓈᓴᐅᑖ NUMBER 37

ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᑐᑦ  
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᑲᓇᖕᓇᖓᓂ  
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 1973ᒥᑦ

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Marchers call for end to police brutality in Nunavik 

Events in Kuujjuaq, Inukjuak,  
Salluit call for justice after  
3 police-involved deaths 

Critics say people go  
hungry as Nutrition North 
review goes on 

ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᐃᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑳᒃᐳᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

Results of external review  
expected in 2026,  
government spokesperson says 

 ᓃᕼᐊ ᐲᒫᓪ 
 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚ -

ᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓯᓚᑖᒍᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 

ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 

ᓂᕿᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᓯᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ, 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓗᐊᕆ ᐃᓪᓚᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᓕ 

ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ. 

ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ, ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎ -

ᐊᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 11, 

2024−ᒥ, ᐱᓪᓚᕆᙳᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕕᕗᐊᕆᒥ. 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᓚ -

ᐅᖅᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᖅ, ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᐊ -

ᒎᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᒋᔭᖓ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ 

ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ. 
“ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᓗᑭ ᑰᑦᑎᕐᒥ,” 

ᐃᓪᓚᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᖕᓂᖃᙱᓚᖓ 

ᓕᐳᕈᒃᑯᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᖓᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 

ᐊᑐᖁᓇᔭᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ.” 
30−ᐸᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 

ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 25−ᒥ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᕐᕕᐅᑉ 

ᓂ ᕿ ᑖ ᕐ ᕕ ᖓ ᓂ . ᐅ ᖃ ᐅ ᓯ ᖃ ᓚ ᐅ ᖅ ᐳ ᑦ  

ᐊᑲᖅᓴᙱᓐᓂ ᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᑦᑏᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᑭᖏᓐᓂ 

ᓂᕿᓂᑦ. 
“ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊ -

ᕙᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ 

2026−ᒥ, ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ 

ᑲᔪᓯᔪᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ 4

Community organizers Mary Mesher and Annie Kumarluk lead a march in Kuujjuaq Tuesday calling for justice and an end to 

police brutality. Marches were also held in Salluit and Inukjuak. Tuesday was the one-year anniversary of the fatal shooting of 

a man in Salluit by police. Two other police-involved fatalities have occurred in Nunavik since then. (Photo by Dominique Gené)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Serving the  
Eastern Arctic  

since 1973

1975-2025JBNQA

Looking Back. Moving Forward.
ᐅᑎᒧᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᖅ. ᓯᕗᒧᐊᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖅ.

JAMES BAY AND NORTHERN QUEBEC AGREEMENT 

COMMEMORATING 50 YEARS

ᔭᐃᒥᓯ ᐸᐃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑯᐯᒃ ᑕᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦ 50 ᐅᑭᐅᑦ
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The Lindsay Crysler Outstanding Achievement Award is one of QCNA’s most prestigious honours because it pays tribute to individuals who set the highest standard 
of excellence which in turn raises the profile of community newspapers. The award is named after Lindsay Crysler, a former dean of journalism at Concordia 

University who was instrumental in raising the bar for journalists within QCNA, and for recognizing the high impact of community journalism. In the early 1980s, 
it was Lindsay, and then-editorial services coordinator Judith Taylor, who judged all entries in the QCNA Better Newspapers Competition. Lindsay encouraged 
his journalism students to do a stint, or forge a career, in a community newspaper so they can truly appreciate the impact of what they write. QCNA wanted to 

recognize his long-standing contribution, thereby creating the Lindsay Crysler Award, first presented at the QCNA gala in 1994 and renamed the Lindsay Crysler 
Outstanding Achievement Award in 2016. It was Lindsay’s wish that the award be presented to an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the 

community newspaper industry in general or whose work in a community newspaper has made an extraordinary contribution to the community.

Submitted by Fred Ryan

Our four-newspaper group, which 
today covers the entire region 

of the Outaouais in West Quebec, began 
with nothing in 1987.  Launched in Fort 
Coulonge, The Pontiac Journal, MRC 
Pontiac’s first and only bilingual, free, 
delivered-to-every-address newspaper 
was launched with funds borrowed from 
family, friends, a sympathetic banker and 
a local printer, both in Pembroke, Ontar-
io. This “little newspaper” soon grew via 
the purchase of the West Quebec Post and 
the Aylmer Bulletin, covering the Que-
bec market opposite Ottawa.  This was 
a family undertaking, and by 2013 my 
daughters helped me retire by buying the 
three papers on terms the papers could af-
ford. One daughter, later to be president 
of QCNA, soon launched the Gatineau 
Bulletin, effectively sewing up the West 
Quebec market and information-hungry 
population (well educated, many civil ser-
vants, etc).  This territory includes Chich-
ester to Fort-Coulonge and Shawville, in 
the Ottawa Valley, Wakefield and Chelsea, 
down to Aylmer and Gatineau.

Crucial to this growth was Lynne La-
very, my now wife, and a guiding hand 
within our family.  “Crucial” is no exag-
geration -- Lynne has been key.

She did not come from a media back-
ground, but was educated in design (fash-
ions & fabrics at Ryerson in Toronto) and 
in the operation of small business. She 
had bought out her partners in a local 
woollens co-op, the Pontiac WoolWorks, 
in Shawville. Our relationship began as I 
tried to sell her advertising!

When her woollens and gift shop 
closed, Lynne joined the newspapers as 
our office manager in Aylmer.  Taking 
after her father, an established Chartered 
Accountant, Lynne enrolled in a CCGA 
business accounting program and studied 
nights. By day she ran the general oper-
ations of the newspapers and by night 
she learned the inside & outs of finan-

cial statements, federal and provincial 
taxes, employment remittances, QST & 
GST reporting, audits, and related skills 
-- invaluable skills for our management 
team.  Following this, she took a French 
language-for-business course and became 
fully bilingual, especially in accounting 
and government matters.  Lynne handled 
negotiations successfully (in French) with 
an aggressive Revenu Quebec agent, a M. 
Fecteau, reaching a settlement which did 
not kill our newspapers.  Likewise she has 
dealt with the Office de la langue francais’ 
“language police” numerous times.  She 
remains a voracious reader to this day.

Over the first ten years she led our 
team in getting several new publications 
off the ground: TelePontiac, our big-print, 
bilingual phone book, replacing six or 
seven Bell books into one, and growing to 
be a major source of our advertising rev-
enue.  She took over the responsibility of 
our new full-colour cottagers’ magazine, 
Vie de Chalet / West Quebec Cottage Liv-
ing, again, a strong revenue source.  She 
initiated a valuable working relationship 
with the region’s one community radio 
station, CHIP-FM, and led the launch of 
several important events, Pontiac Readers’ 
Choice Awards, in which Pontiac readers 
(20,000) nominate and then vote on their 
favourite businesses. It is hard to quantify 
the value this annual event in terms of ad-
vertising revenue and good-will generated 
across the business community; she leads 
this annual awards ceremony, the largest 
annual business event in the Pontiac.   

Ms Lavery was also instrumental in 
building a strong partnership with the 
fledgeling Chamber of Commerce here, 
which has also become invaluable for the 
business community. She continues to 
participate in their major meetings and 
networking events, representing our four 
newspapers.

During all this, the Outaouais was 
served by several French-language news-
papers, one from a significant chain -- but 

all have been unable to compete and have 
gone out of business, despite the econom-
ic strengths of this region, the home to 
many Ottawa civil servants and agencies.

Safe to say, Lynne has held and shone 
in virtually every part of our business. She 
is a hands-on manager, sympathetic and 
knowledgeable.  At present she is focussed 
on sales, given the challenge newspapers 
face with the digital and on-line upheaval 
in our industry.  She conducts bi-weekly 
sales meetings, monitors the client lists of 
each rep, and keeps the Journal’s stable of 
sales reps happy -- and prosperous. She 
hires new reps, and has taken over ter-
ritories when a rep moves on, and trains 
replacement staffers. In fact she is one of 
our best sales people in terms of sales and 
relationship building with the clients in 
her present territory.

Her university training in design 
has paid off in her ability to design ads, 
do page lay-out, and proof-read -- all of 
which she still participates in for each 
each issue of the Journal.  I do not think 
there is any position in our newspapers 
which she has not fulfilled -- and with 
honours!  Since our coverage is such a 
large area, she is often out taking photos, 

covering stories and interviewing.  Her 
stories have been nominated for QCNA 
awards.  She still proof-reads every page, 
byline and headline today. She oversees 
circulation, and handled our response to 
the recent Canada Post strikes.

COMMUNITY - BUILDING
Lynne has built a personal reputation 

in the 18 communities we cover.  From 
her early years with her two daughters, 
she was instrumental in the Shawville 
Figure Skating Club (and is now doing 
this for three of our grand-children); she 
has participated in the Terry Fox Run and 
Cancer Walk fundraisers for years.  (She is 
a cancer survivor, as is one of her daugh-
ters).  And she’s proud to use her business 
acumen for several volunteer organiza-
tions, serving as treasurer in almost every 
one. She’s a prime mover in the Pontiac 
Bursaries Fund, which distributes over 
$40,000 every year to local students going 
on to post-secondary studies.  The impor-
tance of her personal involvement with 
our Pontiac Readers’ Choice Awards is 
obvious since the “Winners” award logo is 
proudly posted by so many local business-
es -- plus farms, teachers, medical staffers 
and many others!

Lynne is a sympathetic but no-non-
sense manager and since she has devel-
oped her capacities in every role, she can 
show new employees the best example -- 
from tight writing, to photo-composition, 
headline-writing, and proof-reading. 

In 2014 she announced she would like 
to retire.  Filling shoes as comprehensive 
as Lynne’s is no small task. Twelve years 
later, that will be a reality, which indicates 
the incredible contribution she’ s made to 
our newspapers -- and to the entire com-
munity.  

I know Professor Crysler, and feel 
confident he would be very proud to wel-
come her to this great stable of newspa-
per-heroes his award symbolizes.

Lindsay Crysler 
Outstanding Achievement Award

Created in 2001, the Outstanding Photojournalism Award is presented to the individual who has shown the best overall performance
 in photojournalism in the year as determined by judges in reviewing all entries. 

This year, we have a tie! The winners are:

Trevor Greenway
 The Low Down to Hull & Back News

Dave Moore
 The Equity

OUTSTANDING PHOTOJOURNALISM AWARD

We are very proud to present the 2026 Lindsay Crysler Award to Lynne Lavery.
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Correspondent Awards

Jean Gervais and Alcide Maillet

Peter Smith

Britta Gundersen 

Victor Laurin 

Approximately once a month, we receive LEGION REPORTS from the Quebec City Branch 265 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion, submitted by Jean Gervais and usually with a nice photo or two by fellow legion member Alcide Maillet. 

We appreciate committed and enthusiastic community members like Jean who keep us posted on local events. 

Peter Smith: community reporter, sales rep, generally man of the newspaper since 1990.

Britta Gunderson and her husband live in Victoria, B.C. (on Quebec Street!), but for many years they also rented a 
“summer place” in Quebec City and they would travel by Via Rail all the way across Canada to get here! This past summer, 
they did a run on the “Skeena” to visit the North Coast of British Columbia. Since 2016, we have published nine “Crossing 

Canada” by train articles by Britta in the QCT, all of which have been very interesting and greatly appreciated. 

Correspondent for 40 years now! 

The Low Down to Hull & Back News
Simon Hopkins

In this silly mix-up, when celebrating Wanda’s 100th birthday, 
instead of referring to her as a centenarian, the Low Down  
called her a centurion - a Roman army officer. 

This mistake was all mine, Low Down reporter Simon Hopkins, 
but it did go through 5 sets of eyes before it went to print. When 
published, Wanda’s dementia had progressed too far for her to read 
the article, but her family had a very hearty laugh at the funny 
mixup involving their ‘Babcia’ and the thought of Roman soldiers  
in the Second World War.  

1

Terrific Turkey 
Trophy award

BY SIMON HOPKINS
Simon@lowdownonline.com

Chelsea's Wanda Rowicka 
remembers hiding food in her 
book bag in wartime Poland to 
help Jewish families. She was 
captured during the war and 
taken to Germany before allied 
forces liberated her and she jour-
neyed to Belgium, England and 
Canada. 

In April, Rowicka celebrated 
her 100th birthday in the Gati-
neau Hills.

It was a busy party cele-
brating a century for the long-
time Chelsea resident. With her 
kids, four grandkids and ten 
great-grandchildren all by her 
side, Rowicka celebrated her 
100th birthday on April 18. “It 
was good,” Rowicka said about 
the party at the long-term care 
residence in Masham. “Noisy 
and lots of food!” Nothing makes 
Rowicka happier than a great 
meal with her family and friends. 

Rowicka was born in War-
saw, Poland in 1925. She said she 
was a good kid, quiet and good in 
school. “Everybody praised me,” 
she laughed. 

As a teenager, her home town 
was occupied by the Germans 
after the Nazi invasion of Poland 
in 1939. Rowicka and her family 
were part of the Polish resistance 
and helped Jewish families as 
they fled Nazi forces. 

Rowicka’s mother sewed a 
hidden compartment into her 
book bag. “I was handling meat 
for the refugees,” she said. She 
used the bag to smuggle food to 
Jewish refugees and messages 
for the resistance in direct con-
travention of the Nazis.

Rowicka said she was regu-
larly stopped by the Nazis for 
searches as was common on the 
streets of occupied Warsaw, “but 
they never caught me,” Row-
icka said with a wry smile. She 
kept the hidden goods under her 
school books in the secret com-
partment of the bag.

Later in the war, when 

Rowicka was nearly 20, she was 
seized by German soldiers to 
contribute to the war effort. “I 
wasn’t actually arrested,” she 
said. Near the end of the war, it 
was common for German sol-
diers to indiscriminately take 
civilians to work in camps as 
the Germans were desperate for 
labour. Rowicka was snatched 
on her way home from school 
and was transported to Ger-
many via train and put to work. 
“They made me dig potatoes,” 
she said. And after working on a 
farm, she was moved to a factory 
assembling wheels for German 
airplanes. 

At the end of the war, the 
German soldiers running the 
work camp fled and the prison-
ers were left alone for a few days 
before the Americans liberated 
the work camp. But Rowicka was 
unable to return home. She and 
her fellow workers raided the 

kitchens and storehouses. “We 
ate chocolate biscuits,” Rowicka 
said. The prisoners hadn’t seen 
chocolate or alcohol in years and 
gorged themselves with their 
new found freedom. 

The Soviet army liberated 
Warsaw from Nazi control but 
established its own regime in 
Poland. Rowicka was displaced 
and had no papers documenting 
who she was, as she had been 
seized from Poland. She resided 
in a Red Cross camp in Belgium, 
unsure of where she would go 
next. 

There were millions of refu-
gees and displaced people in Eur-
ope with food and information 
hard to come by. 

While at the camp, Rowicka 
said she didn’t know where her 
family was or if they had sur-
vived the war. And she said they 
only had one thing to eat. “I had 
pumpkin everyday,” she said, 

and swore to never eat it again. 
While in a camp, she inter-

acted with a British soldier 
who knew Rowicka’s brother, 
Kazimierz, who had served in 
the British Royal Air Force as a 
decorated pilot during the war. 
“My brother went to England 
and joined the air force,” she 
said. “And he became famous.” 
His plane was shot down mid-
way through the war in Belgium. 
Kazimierz sought shelter in a 
barn, and a local widow took him 
in and helped him return to Eng-
land. Through Kazimierz’s friend 
at the refugee camp, Rowicka 
contacted the Belgian woman 
who took her in and hired her as 
a translator because she spoke 
Polish, German and was learn-
ing French.

Rowicka was able to immi-
grate to England in the late 1940s 
and reunite with her brother. In 
London, she met the man who 

would become her husband, 
Stefan Bandrowski. The couple 
met at a Polish dance in London 
and after marrying, the couple 
immigrated to Canada in 1955. 
She remembers sailing into Que-
bec City and falling in love with 
Canada as soon as she saw the 
view.

The couple lived in Montreal 
and Ottawa before moving to 
Chelsea in 1975. Rowicka said 
when she arrived in Canada, she 
was astonished by the amount of 
food. “We could buy anything,” 
she said. While Canadians faced 
rations during the war, it wasn’t 
as severe as the rations faced 
in England until 1954 - almost a 
decade after the war ended, also 
to mention the scarcity of food in 
Poland during the war. 

Rowicka has lived in the Hills 
for 50 years. “We had a house, 
and a place to live,” for which she 
said she is grateful. The family 
lived in the Tulip Valley area 
close to where Motel Chelsea 
now stands. “I loved the woods,” 
she said, remembering the house 
her husband built. “It was built 
in Chelsea.” Rowicka raised her 
four children and then after they 
moved out, she worked in Ottawa 
as a home maker in Little Italy. 
Everyday she would take the bus 
along Hwy 105 into the city.

While telling her life story, 
Rowicka’s lunch was brought out-
side on a tray to the table where 
she was sitting. “There is soup!” 
she exclaimed. At age 100, Row-
icka is currently enjoying the 
beautiful springtime sunshine 
and enjoys opportunities to eat 
a good meal outside on the patio 
at the care home in Masham with 
her friends. 

Rowicka said the key to life 
is patience, optimism and hard 
work. “Try not to make any 
trouble,” she said. And when she 
was in captivity, she never lost 
her optimistic outlook. “I always 
said, see what tomorrow brings.”

And the thing that makes her 
happiest is a great meal. She is 
happy to have chefs at the care 
home who sometimes can make 
her some Polish specialties. “The 
people who cook are Polish,” she 
said. And her daughter some-
times brings her Polish treats 
from the Eastern European deli 
in Ottawa like pickled fish, bor-
shct, Polish sausage and sesame 
candy. 

Wanda Rowicka helped feed Jewish residents in Poland during the Second World War and was later captured 
and sent to a Nazi work camp. Rowicka just celebrated her 100th birthday with her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren by her side. Photo: Simon Hopkins

Reflections of 
a 100-year-old 
Hills war camp 
survivor

May 21 - May 27, 2025 THE LOW DOWN TO HULL AND BACK NEWS - Page  3

Centurion survived WWII Nazi work camp
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Gaspé Spec 50th Anniversary

A brave initiative that 
became an institution

By Sharon McCully

SPEC, the Gaspesie’s only English-lan-
guage newspaper and a founding mem-

ber of QCNA, (formerly the Association of 
Quebec Regional English Media), AQREM, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary May 15, 2026.

To truly appreciate the miracle of SPEC, 
time-travel back 50 years to an era that 
pre-dated current technology, iphones, com-
puters and digital photography - all of which 
would have facilitated transmission of infor-
mation to the region’s 8500 English-speakers 
dispersed in tiny pockets along a 400-kilo-
meter stretch of coastline. 

Instead, the only source of English-lan-
guage information for Gaspesians came from 
CBC radio in neighbouring New Brunswick. 
It was the 1970s and Quebec was entering 
a period of political unrest that would have 
serious and direct consequences for En-
glish-speaking Quebecers. 

Enter the “Founding Four’ visionaries: 
Lynden Bechervaise, a teacher and school 
board administrator, Gary Briand, an aca-
demic who successfully lobbied to establish 
an English-language Cégep in Gaspe, Don-
ald Miller, an educator and artist with deep 
roots in the community and Bernard (Ber-
nie) St. Laurent who went on to become 
CBC Quebec’s senior political analyst and 
host of C’est La Vie. These four decided it 
was time for the community to have its own 
newspaper to unite the English community, 
with its shared Loyalist history and strong 
sense of community, in common purpose.

The challenge of publishing and distrib-
uting a newspaper over a vast territory in 
the absence of technology, would seem in-
surmountable to most. The nearest print-
er was more than 300 kilometres away. Yet 
every Tuesday, summer and blustery winter, 
a driver stopped by the SPEC office in New 
Carlisle, picked up the large flat box of page 
layouts for the week’s edition, drove it three 
hours to a printer in neighbouring New 
Brunswick, waited for it to be printed and 
returned with hot-off-the press copies of the 
weekly newspaper for distribution. The fol-
lowing morning, office manager Sharon Far-
rell, who shepherded the newspaper through 
good times and difficult times for 38 years, 

put the coffee pot on and a group of vol-
unteers gathered in the office to affix labels 
on the 2000 copies of SPEC that would be 
distributed later that day to post offices and 
newsstands from one end of the coast to the 
other. Once a week, every week, for decades. 

Its name, aptly chosen to reflect its man-
date, is a formula for any newspaper to cover 
the four pillars of a community: Social, Polit-
ical Economic, Cultural – SPEC.

The impact of having a weekly newspa-
per, focused on issues and concerns of the 
Gaspe’s English-speaking community, can-
not be overstated. The newspaper served as 
a vehicle to mobilize the community around 
critical issues like the preservation of En-
glish-language school boards, the right to 
English-language health care, the extension 
of CBC English radio services via the Quebec 
Regional network, the importance of rail ser-
vice between Montreal and Gaspe where so 
many Gaspesians had to go for cancer treat-
ments and other health care.

It provided a forum for discussion and 
debate on issues affecting the community. It 
gave collective voice to those who often went 
unheard. The newspaper provided space to 
volunteer groups, that are the heartbeat of 
any community to promote their services 
and activities. It also provided an opportu-
nity to celebrate the heroes who inspire the 
community, and to remind Gaspesians of 
their identity, their rich heritage and shared 
contribution to the evolution of the Gaspe. 

The newspaper became ground zero for 
many projects to launch and for fundraisers 
to succeed.

What remains remarkable about SPEC af-
ter 50 years is the resilience and perseverance 
of the volunteers on the board of directors 
who manage the paper and who continue to 
give their time freely to meet new challeng-
es and to provide support to the small staff 
who are determined to keep publishing this 
newspaper, deemed so vital to the communi-
ty, despite all odds.

The ‘Can Do’ attitude of the first founders 
remains intact, a source of pride and a testa-
ment to all Gaspesians who have supported 
the newspaper for 50 years through subscrip-
tions and advertising. 

Two of SPEC’s founding fathers:  
Lyndon Bechervaise and Gary Briand  

at SPEC’s 40th anniversary

Three former reporter editors of SPEC:  

Stéphane Giroux, Sharon McCully and Cynthia Dow



www.qcna.qc.ca	 2026 QCNA Better Newspapers Competition Awards	  Page A41

Ryan MacDonald
Ryan MacDonald is a senior 

editor at The Globe and Mail, 
where he has held editorial 
positions since 2007. He leads 
a team of award-winning 
journalists focused on energy 
and natural resource issues that 
are critical to the Canadian 
economy. 

Rita Legault 
Before serving as Director 

of Communications for the 
Quebec Community Groups 
Network for 15 years, Rita 
Legault spent more than two 
decades as a community news-
paper reporter, working at The 
Sherbrooke Record. She also 
freelanced extensively for The 
Montreal Gazette and various 
other publications. A three-

time recipient of the Paul Dumont-Frenette Award, 
Legault has earned numerous QCNA and CCNA 
awards across categories such as news, environmental 

writing, enterprise reporting, 
and investigative journalism.

David Pugliese 
David Pugliese has been 

a journalist since 1982. He 
currently works for the Ottawa 
Citizen Newspaper. Pugliese has 
won three National Newspaper 
Awards for his reporting and 
three awards from the Canadian 
Association of Journalists. He is 

the author of two books on military affairs. In 2020 
Pugliese won the Spencer Moore Award for Lifetime 
Achievement from the Canadian Committee for 
World Press Freedom.

Greg Colgan
Greg Colgan is the editor of 

the Rocky Mountain Outlook, 
based in Banff and Canmore, 
Alberta. He has been a jour-
nalist for more than 15 years in 
both Alberta and Ontario. He 
has covered sports, municipal 
and provincial politics, arts and 
entertainment, labour, housing 
and development and many 
other topics. His journalism has 

been recognized both provincially and nationally.

Kevin McBain 
My name is Kevin McBain, 

currently the owner/editor/
reporter for the South Shore 
Bulletin (celebrating its 150th 
year), located on the South 
Shore of Nova Scotia. I have 
been involved in the newspaper 
industry since the mid-1990s 
starting in the mailroom and 
working my way up to ad 
design, then sports reporting, 
general news reporting and now 

publisher, in newspapers in Saskatchewan and Nova 
Scotia. I have always loved being involved in sports as 
a player, coach, follower, reporter and photographer 
and really enjoyed this opportunity to be a part of 
judging the sports pages for the QCNA.

 

Bernard Brault
 Reconnu pour ses photos de 

sports, Bernard Brault débute sa 
carrière en 1976 au journal Le 
Courrier du Sud sur la rive-sud 
de Montréal. Par la suite, il a 
collaboré à plusieurs magazines 
ainsi qu’aux agences de presse, 
UPC et Reuters. Pendant plus 
de 37 ans, il a été photographe 
pour l’un des plus grands quoti-
diens français d’Amérique :  
La Presse. Redevenu photog-

raphe à la pige depuis plus de quatre ans. Récipien-
daire de la médaille de l’ordre du Canada en 2022 
pour l’ensemble de sa carrière. Bernard Brault est 
l’un des photographes de presse les plus connus et 
reconnus au Canada.

Peter Power 
Peter Power is an award-win-

ning Canadian photojournalist 
and visual storyteller with more 
than 30 years of experience cov-
ering national and international 
news for The Toronto Star and 
The Globe and Mail. His work 
focuses on human-centered 
documentary photography, 
trust-based storytelling, and 
images that bring clarity and 
impact to complex issues. 

Peter is currently an independent photographer and 
videographer specializing in visual storytelling for 
organizations, editorial clients, and community-fo-
cused institutions.

 

ADEN SEATON
The Low Down to Hull & Back News
As submitted by Nikki Mantell 

“I got hooked on the Low Down in 2008, the day I moved to Chelsea and picked up a copy at the Freshmart. 
Over a decade later, I was looking for a career change, and while reading the classified section, I stumbled 
across a job advertisement for an advertising sales director. It’s as if I got struck by lightning; I felt a literal 
surge of electricity and knew instantly that this was MY job. I bounce around the Hills, chatting with our 
amazing advertisers, learning about their businesses, their families, and together we get the word out to the 
whole community about whatever projects they have underway.” 

These are our sales director’s own words that we published in a feature for the LD’s 50th anniversary 
in 2023. Do you feel the infectious energy of someone who is genuinely stoked to sell advertising for the 
local paper? Yeah, you do. This is Aden Seaton. She is the walking definition of positive energy; she is the 
salesperson who makes it her mission to take the best possible care of her clients to help their business thrive. 
She wakes up thinking about what’s best for their business and has trouble falling asleep at night if she thinks 
she hasn’t tended to an important detail. Sales, especially in a small community, aren’t about having a “killer 
instinct”; they are about building relationships, practising good listening skills and helping the client achieve 
their goals and boost their business. As the Low Down’s sole dedicated ad sales person, Aden is the “mother 
bear” of our paper: going out and hunting down sales while simultaneously protecting and nurturing both 
her clients and the newspaper. 

Aden is whip-smart, organized, professional and can think outside the box – she’s come up with numerous 
creative ways to help the client, and the Low Down. Sometimes it’s finding the most gentle language possible 
to tell a client that their AI-generated ad is super creepy and needs a redesign (which she’ll offer to do in-
house). Another time, she came up with a win-win solution whan planning a charity’s ad campaign: Aden’s 
idea was to double the charity’s requested ad space by donating half in return for a tax receipt.  

These are some of the things that make her such an effective salesperson: last year she brought the Low 
Down’s print advertising sales up 8 per cent and more than doubled digital ad revenue, when, as we all know, 
advertising sales are ever more challenging. 

Unlike some salespeople who tend to put themselves first, Aden is always looking for ways to boost the 
Low Down and the people who work here. She helped the publisher come up with ways to restructure during 
COVID; she took on all the catering arrangements for a recent client appreciation event, she spent many 
hours helping launch the paper’s arms-length non profit the Friends of the Low Down; if she goes on vacation 
she pre-writes all her emails to clients so the publisher doesn’t have to when she fills in for her; she regularly 
brings in homemade treats for the staff and she can be counted to pitch whenever the team’s in a jam. Aden 
always has the newspaper’s best interest at heart. The Low Down’s “mother bear” of sales most certainly 
deserves the Joan Durnin Salesperson award. 

The QCNA is proud to present the 
Joan Durnin 

Outstanding Salesperson 
award to Aden Seaton.  

Joan Durnin Outstanding 
Salesperson Award

Meet The Judges

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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George Brown 
George has been award-winning 

reporter/photographer, editor, 
publisher, and newspaper own-
er for more than 40 years with 
career-building stops at the Sylvan 
Lake News, Wetaskiwin Times 
Advertiser, Devon Dispatch News/
Beaumont News, and Ponoka 
News in Alberta, and the Melville 
Advance in Saskatchewan.

His editorials leave no  
politician unskewered. He has won awards for his 
editorials in Alberta and Saskatchewan, nationally  
and internationally.

George has been a member of the International 
Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors (ISWNE) and 
is a featured speaker on the topic of writing editorials 
that matter, and the importance of strong journalism 
in building communities

 
Eden Fineday 

Eden Fineday is a nêhiyaw 
(Cree) journalist from Sweet-
grass First Nation in Treaty 6 
territory and the publisher of 
IndigiNews, an award-winning 
Indigenous-led newsroom. She 
is the CEO and co-founder of 
tâpwêwin media, a national 
Indigenous media charity that 
became the home of IndigiNews 

in 2025. She’s also a co-founder of the Indigenous 
Media Association of Canada, a national association 
for Indigenous journalists and broadcasters.

 Magda Konieczna
Magda Konieczna is an 

associate professor of journalism 
at Concordia University. She is 
also the founder of Documenters 
Canada, which trains and pays 
community members to docu-
ment public meetings.

Gordon Cameron
Gordon Cameron is the 

executive director of the Ontario 
Community Newspapers associ-
ation and the general manager of 
the Canadian Media Protective 
Association. He spent over two 
decades as an award-winning 
editor and columnist for com-
munity newspapers in Hamilton, 
Toronto and rural Alberta.  
He is also a past president of 

OCNA and the International Society of Weekly  
Newspaper Editors. 

Mary Baxter
Mary Baxter, is a PhD 

candidate in The Department 
of History at Western Univer-
sity in London, Ontario and an 
award-winning journalist and 
editor. She specializes in the 
history of the Great Lakes region 
and in issues to do with agricul-
ture, rural affairs, the environ-
ment, energy and southwestern 
Ontario.

Lucie Laumonier
Lucie Laumonier is a jour-

nalist, historian and journalism 
professor at Concordia Univer-
sity. When she is not teaching, 
writing, or doing research, she 
works in the podcast industry.

Heather Wright
Heather Wright is a journal-

ist who owns and operates the 
award-winning newspapers The 
Independent of Petrolia and 
Central Lambton and The Her-
ald serving Thamesville, Dresden 
and Bothwell in Ontario. She is a 
vocal proponent of quality local 
journalism and strong  
community newspapers.

 Patti Sonntag
Patti Sonntag is an 

award-winning Parliament Hill 
reporter whose investigations 
have transformed legislation 
across Canada. Throughout her 
career, she has earned more than 
30 honours, many for collab-
orative investigations she has 
led. After a decade as managing 
editor in The New York Times’ 

News Services division, where she directed content for 
more than 60 news feeds serving 1,100 media compa-
nies globally, Sonntag returned to Montreal in 2018. 
As founder of the Institute for Investigative Journal-
ism, she spearheaded influential national collaborative 
investigations including “Tainted Water,” “The Price 
of Oil,” and “Clean Water, Broken Promises.” Her 
work has appeared in leading Canadian publications 
including the Toronto Star, National Post, The Globe 
and Mail, Le Devoir and more.

 
Janis Cleugh

Janis Cleugh is a multimedia 
reporter, copy editor and pag-
inator with the Tri-City News, 
in Coquitlam, BC. Last year, 
she was awarded with the King 
Charles III Coronation Medal 
for her service to the community 
and country through local jour-
nalism.She is also a community 
newspaper judge for competi-
tions in Ontario, Saskatchewan 

and Alberta, as well as for the CCNA. Janis is a proud 
member of Editors Canada, and is a certified proof-
reader with the organization. You can read some of 
her stories on Instagram @janiscleughwrites.

 
Jason Magder 

Jason Magder is the civic af-
fairs and transportation reporter 
for the Montreal Gazette. He has 
worked there since 2007 after 
getting his start in community 
newspapers as a reporter and 
sports editor.

George Abraham 
George Abraham is founder 

and publisher of New Canadian 
Media that offers an immigrant 
perspective on Canadian current 
affairs. 

Peter Menzies 
Peter Menzies is a past pub-

lisher and editor-in-chief of the 
Calgary Herald, a former vice 
chair of the CRTC and a Nation-
al Newspaper Award winner.

Paul Chiasson
Paul Chiasson was hired in 

1977 full time at Le Droit daily 
newspaper in Ottawa, covering 
local news as well as federal and 
provincial politics.

During 41 years with The 
Canadian Press, he covered 12 
Olympic Games, various G7, 
G20, Francophonie, Common-
wealth, NATO, Asia-Pacific 
summits, coverage at the White 

House, the Kremlin, l’Élysée, 10 Downing etc. and 
various foreign trips with the Prime Minister, federal 
and provincial election campaigns, referendums, 
Polytechnique, the Oka crisis, the student strike, the 
pandemic, 19 World Figure Skating Championships 
and many other national and international skating 
competitions. World and Canadian hockey, swim-
ming, track and field, gymnastics, skiing champion-
ships, over 25 Grey Cups, Stanley Cup finals, World 
Series, major news events in Montreal, Canada and 
around the world and the list goes on.

Jeff Hamilton 
Jeff Hamilton is an 

award-winning investigative and 
sports journalist based in Win-
nipeg, where he reports for the 
Winnipeg Free Press. Hamilton’s 
impactful investigative reporting 
has earned him the Don McGilli-
vray Award and the Canadian 
Association of Journalists 
Written News Award, and he is a 
two-time finalist for the presti-

gious Michener Award for public service journalism. 
Hamilton currently serves as the President of the 
Football Reporters of Canada and is an active member 
of the Professional Hockey Writers Association. 

Phil Carpenter 
Phil Carpenter is a Montre-

al-based journalist with over 
three decades of experience. He 
now works as a reporter/VJ for 
Global News, Montreal, covering 
a multitude of local and national 
issues. Before that he spent more 
than a decade as a photojour-
nalist at The Montreal Gazette, 
where his work encompassed a 

diverse range of news and social topics. His work has 
taken him across the globe. He recently reported from 
Jamaica on hurricane relief efforts and the effects of 
climate change and extreme weather on farmers. Phil 
was also among the first journalists on the ground 
in Haiti following the tragic 2010 earthquake. He 
then covered political upheavals in the country a year 
later. In Rwanda, he documented stories of Genocide 
survivors. Notably, he covered Barack Obama’s first 
inauguration as US president. Phil’s professional jour-
ney has been deeply rooted in the value of education. 
He taught journalism at Concordia University for over 
a decade, contributing significantly to creating the 
Graduate Diploma in Visual Journalism program. He 
also participated in a month-long teaching initiative 
in Rwanda alongside fellow Canadian journalists. Phil 
additionally has served as a judge for various photog-
raphy categories in the National Newspaper Awards, 
an esteemed Canadian journalism competition. As a 
journalist, Phil is committed to documenting history 
and exploring the human condition to foster critical 
thought, debate, and dialogue. He views journalism 
as a profound calling and approaches his role with a 
strong sense of responsibility. Currently, he is engaged 
in a multi-year project to explore Canadian multicul-
turalism by documenting the rich tapestry of cultural 
traditions across the country.

Curtis Armstrong
Curtis Armstrong is the 

publisher of the Western Wheel 
in Okotoks and the Cochrane 
Eagle.  Previously, he was a 
publisher in British Columbia, 
as well as throughout central and 
southwestern Ontario.

Fred Lum
Fred Lum is a Globe and Mail 

staff photojournalist based in 
Toronto. Over four decades with 
the paper, Fred has covered a 
huge and diverse range of photo 
assignments. A shot of Toronto 
Blue Jays outfielder Jose Bautis-
ta’s legendary bat flip during the 
2015 American League Division 
Series earned Fred a National 

Newspaper award. When he’s not working, Fred can 
usually be found at his off-grid cabin or volunteering 
at Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography, 
an artist -run centre in Toronto.

Paul Gott
 Paul Gott is a Senior Lecturer 

in the Journalism Department at 
Concordia University where he 
teaches various courses in broad-
cast and digital journalism. Be-
fore joining academia he worked 
for two decades in television 
news, including producing the 
six o’clock news for both Global 

and the CBC. He has also written for and published a 
variety of publications. Paul is also the singer/guitarist 
for Punk band Ripcordz and runs the Punk Canada 
music collective.
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